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April 27, 2009 
 
 
CITY OF STOUGHTON 
C/O LAURIE SULLIVAN, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
381 E. MAIN STREET 
STOUGHTON WI 53589 
 
Dear Ms. Sullivan: 
 
We are writing in response to the Request for Proposal to serve as City Attorney for the City of 
Stoughton. As you know, this firm has served as the City Attorney for Stoughton for the past ten 
years.  We are pleased to submit this proposal to serve as the City Attorney for Stoughton for the 
next three and one-half years. 
 
A.  PROFILE OF THE FIRM AND THE INDIVIDUAL ATTORNEYS 
  
Our firm currently serves as City Attorney for municipalities of Edgerton and Stoughton and we 
also represent several townships, both on a regular and as-needed basis.  We believe that our 
experience has allowed us to develop the expertise necessary to handle a wide variety of matters 
affecting local governments.  Our proposal anticipates that all members of our firm would be 
involved in representing the City of Stoughton.  The following is a brief description of each 
attorney. 
 
Matt Roethe has acted as the Stoughton City Prosecutor since 2002 and has been the City 
Attorney for Stoughton since October 2008.  During his time as City Attorney, Mr. Roethe has 
successfully advised the City in the mayoral transition from Helen Johnson to Jim Griffin, 
reviewed and advised the City regarding the Nordic Ridge Development Agreement and Plat 
Map, negotiated with general contractors on continuing public works projects, assisted with 
covenants and real estate transactions in Business Park North and continuing to act as the City 
Prosecutor.  Mr. Roethe is also a Stoughton resident. Mr. Roethe looks forward to further 
working with elected officials and City staff regarding the myriad of city activities.   
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Jeff Roethe has been practicing municipal law since 1975.  Jeff Roethe was City Attorney for the 
City of Milton from 1975 through 1998 and was City Attorney for the City of Edgerton from 
1979 until 1998.  Jeff Roethe also represents several townships on an as-needed basis.  Jeff 
Roethe consults on a daily basis with Matt Roethe regarding municipal law.  While Matt Roethe 
would act as the lead attorney, we would certainly draw on Jeff Roethe’s substantial experience 
and expertise developed over thirty-five years of representing municipal clients, and he would 
act as the supervising attorney. 
 
Dale Pope is the current City Attorney for the City of Edgerton.  Mr. Pope has been the acting 
City Prosecutor for Edgerton since 1979.  Mr. Pope also represents several townships in 
municipal law.  Mr. Pope also brings substantial experience and expertise as he has represented 
municipal clients for over twenty years.  Mr. Pope may attend Stoughton meetings if Matt 
Roethe has any conflicts or is unable to make any meetings. 
 
Robert Krohn is the lead trial attorney for the firm.  Mr. Krohn has nearly forty years of litigation 
experience and is certified by the National Board of Trial Advocacy as a Civil Trial Specialist.  
Mr. Krohn has defended general government liability cases, environmental law violations and 
employment law cases.  Mr. Krohn has also obtained verdicts in personal injury cases and 
successfully enforced governmental zoning ordinance violations.  In is anticipated Mr. Krohn 
would be the lead attorney in representing the City of Stoughton in large or complicated 
litigation. 
 
Nick Probst joined the firm in November 2008.  Mr. Probst has been assisting with the City of 
Stoughton municipal prosecutions.  Mr. Probst is also a City of Stoughton resident.  Mr. Probst 
has had a past internship with the Jefferson County District Attorney’s office.  It is anticipated 
that Mr. Probst would continue to assist with Stoughton’s municipal prosecutions.    
 
We have enclosed curriculum vitae for ourselves for your review. 
 
B.  LISTING OF CURRENT MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT CLIENTS  
 

1. City of Edgerton 
 
Ramona Flanigan 
City Administrator  
City of Edgerton 
12 Albion Street 
Edgerton, WI 53534 
(608) 884-3341 



 
 
Laurie Sullivan, Finance Director 
City of Stoughton 
April 27, 2009 
Page 3 
 
 

 
 Reply to |  24 N. Henry Street, PO Box 151, Edgerton, WI  53534,  PH:  608-884-3391   FAX:  608-884-7018 
 _________________________________ 

             321 E. Milwaukee Street, Janesville, WI 53545,  PH: 608-756--9710  FAX: 608-756-9720 
 _________________________________ 
                 508 Campus Street, Ste. 101, Milton, WI  53563,  PH:  608-868-4346   FAX:  608-868-4348 

2.    Town of Center 
 
Wayne Udulutch 
Chairperson, Town of Center 
7416 W. Mineral Point Road 
Janesville, WI 53548 
(608) 876-6265 

 
3. Town of Porter 

 
Nancy Towns 
Clerk, Town of Porter 
7014 N. Eagle Road 
Janesville, WI 53548 
(608) 884-8179 

 
4. Town of Sharon 

 
Karen Teliszczak 
Clerk/Treasurer 
Town of Sharon 
N1097 Bollinger Road 
Sharon, WI 53585 

 
C. CURRENT FEE SCHEDULE 
 
Our proposal is for a monthly retainer agreement of $6,900.00 per month.  We would not utilize 
a fee schedule for different types of work or for different attorneys, other than litigation.  For the 
details of the monthly retainer agreement, please see Paragraph D. 
 
D.   MONTHLY RETAINER AGREEMENT 
 
As stated above, we have successfully utilized a monthly retainer fee in the past and are happy to 
continue with a monthly retainer amount.  Our proposal is that our monthly retainer fee would be 
$6,900.00 per month, for a yearly retainer of $82,800.00.  We are also willing to maintain the 
$6,900.00 monthly retainer from July 1, 2009 until December 31, 2012.  This forty-two (42) 
month proposal would match Stoughton ordinance 2-166, which states that the term for City 
Attorney shall end on December 31.  As you can see, this $6,900.00 retainer is less expensive 
than our current monthly retainer of $7,122.00. 
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This proposal also includes fifty hours of litigation within our monthly retainer agreement.  For 
example, 25 hours of litigation shall be included with the $6,900.00 monthly retainer for the time 
period of July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.  Thereafter, we shall include 50 hours of 
litigation with the monthly retainer for 2010, 2011 and 2012.  If litigation exceeds 50 hours per 
calendar year, we would charge a litigation rate of $175.00 per hour.  
 
The City of Stoughton held a question and answer session for any interested law firms on 
April 20, 2009.  At the session, Cathy Rigdon of Stoughton EMS stated she needed seminars for 
her staff regarding what should be revealed in court regarding Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) and other medical laws.  We would be willing to include HIPAA 
and court training seminars as part of our retainer agreement.     
 
E.   CONCLUSION 
 
We have enclosed a list of references for your review.  We have also enclosed two letters of 
recommendation from City employees Lois Fosdal and Brian Gowan.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to apply for this position and we would welcome the chance to discuss our proposal 
more fully with you and the City’s selection committee.  Please feel free to contact us if you 
require any additional information.  

 
Yours very truly, 
 
ROETHE KROHN POPE LLP 
 
s/ 
 
Matthew T. Roethe 
E-Mail:  mtroethe@charter.net 
 
:jr 
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REFERENCES 
 

 
RAMONA FLANIGAN 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR  
CITY OF EDGERTON 
12 ALBION STREET 
EDGERTON, WI 53534 
(608) 884-3341 
 
NANCY TOWNS 
TOWN CLERK 
TOWN OF PORTER 
7014 N. EAGLE STREET 
JANESVILLE, WI 53548 
(608) 884-8179 
 
HELEN JOHNSON 
FORMER MAYOR  
CITY OF STOUGHTON 
629 KRIEDEMAN DRIVE 
STOUGHTON, WI 53589 
(608) 873-7521 
































