






















Draft Outline of Framework on Fees for Amendments to the Dane County Water
Quality Plan (Service Area Expansion Requests)

Sept. 20, 2011

Purpose: To augment CARPC revenues based on the actual cost of work conducted by staff on
service area amendments. This cost is currently approximately $110 per developable acre of
proposed service area expansion.

Policy Implications:
1. Reduces dependence on Dane County funding.
2. Can only be applied regardless of whether a request is approved or not (based on CARPC

Legal Counsel) since it has to be based on actual cost of work.
3. Local units of government will have to pass an ordinance allowing them to charge this

fee if they plan to pass the fee onto landowners or developers.
4. Fees may act as an incentive for applicants to prepare requests that are more likely to be

approved by the CARPC.
5. Fees should be applied so as not to create a disincentive for good planning. For example,

fees should be only applied to developable acres so applicants will not be penalized for
designating environmental corridors liberally. Fees should also not create a disincentive
for addressing failed septic systems and addressing water quality problems.

6. The amount of fees (maximum of $110/developable acre) only marginally adds to the
cost of development when compared to infrastructure extension and other development
costs. Nonetheless, fees applied only to service area expansions would create the
appearance of penalizing development with the full range of urban services while no
similar charge would apply to development outside service areas.

7. Fees would have to be approved by the Budget and Personnel Panel before they can be
implemented (according to the formation petition that supported the creation of the
CARPC).

Implementation:
1. Maximum fee of $110/developable acre. The CARPC may decide on a lower amount.
2. Exempt Limited Service Area (LSA) additions (where only one or two urban services are

provided as opposed to the full range of urban services) since these are meant to address
water quality problems due to failing septic systems.

3. Fees should apply to LSA expansions (expansions are defined as additions to LSAs that
are not infill, and are specifically to add developable acreage to the LSA).

4. Fees should be applied uniformly to cities, villages, and towns with service areas.
CARPC should not give fee discounts as incentives for certain types of development,
since this approach would result in a non-uniform implementation of fees.

5. CARPC should have a clear approach to the use of funds generated from service area
expansion fees. The CARPC should first use these fees to regenerate an operational
reserve before reducing its charge to Dane County. No more that 50% of funds generated
from these fees should be used to reduce CARPC charge to Dane County in any year
once CARPC has established its operational reserves. The CARPC share of fee revenues
should be earmarked for special projects to expand CARPC capacity and functionality.


