CITY OF STOUGHTON

DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT RODNEY J. SCHEEL
381 East Main Street  Stoughton, WI 53589

(608) 873-6619 www.ci.stoughton.wi.us

Date: January 23, 2004

To: v Gary Locke
Public Safety Committee Chairman

From: Rodney J. Scheel _
Director of Planning & Development

Subject: Accessible Parking in Downtown Area

At the request of your committee, I have conducted further research on the above subject.
Specifically, I have contacted three area communities arguably with similar downtown
character. The findings are as follows:

Fort Atkinson - No accessible stalls on “main’ street or side streets. All
accessible stalls are located in parking lots located % to 1 % blocks off “main”
street.

Jefferson - No accessible stalls on “main” street or side streets. All accessible
stalls are located in parking lots located in downtown area.

Sun Prairie — Two accessible stalls on Main Street and one stall on adjacent side
street. No set policy for placement and these were designated some time ago.
Parking lots in downtown district are used for most accessible stalls.

I have also included a copy of my previous memo on this topic. Since that time, an
additional accessible stall was designated on the northwest corner of Main Street and

Fifth Street.

You have requested my opinion about various options for spacing and location. A
discussion follows:

1. It appears an adequate supply of stalls currently exists in the 8 block
section of downtown bordered by Washington St., Jefferson St., Fifth St.
and Water Street. Twenty-two stalls are currently provided.

2. Accessible stalls located on Main Street may present an intimidating
environment for some users of such stalls due to the traffic volumes on



Main Street. For certain users, this environment may be considered
dangerous depending on their impairment.

3. On-street stalls located on adjacent side streets should produce a less
intimidating environment because there is less traffic that tends to operate
at slower speeds.

4. A review of the map that shows the spacing of accessible stalls seems to
indicate a possible deficiency near the intersection of Forrest Street and
Main Street. If one is considered for this area, I would recommend you
consider placement on Forrest Street north of Main Street. Forrest Street
South of Main Street is not appropriate due to severe street grades.

If I can be of further assistance, please let me know.
Enclosure
cc. Mayor Helen J. Johnson
City Clerk Luann Alme

Street Superintendent Karl Manthe
Police Chief Pat O’ Connor

f\common\rjs\parking\accessible downtown |.doc



DY . - RODNEY J. SCHEEL
PL J\T\HNb & DEVELOPMENT - RODNLY J. SCHE

381 East Main Street  Stoughton. WI 53389

(608) 873-6619 www.ci.stoughton. wi. us

Date: October 22, 2003

To: Gary Locke
Public Safety Committee Chairman

From: Rodney J. Scheel
Director of Planning & Development

Subject: Accessible Parking in Downtown Area

I have completed a review of where all accessible parking stalls are located in the
downtown area. Attached you will find a map indicating the locations of each stall.

* In the area bordered by Washington Street on the north, Jefferson Street on the
South, between Water Street and Fifth Street there are 21 accessible stalls.
= Fight (8) of the stalls are located on the street, the balance are located off-strest in
. parking lots.
2 Two (2) of the stalls are located on Main Strest. This reinforces the theory that it
is safer to have the accessible stalls on side streets or in parking lots where there
is less traffic.

I have also included material discussing on-street parking as it relates to accessibility.
This material is from “Accessible Public Rights-of-Way Design Guide™ prepared by the
U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board.

If I can be of further assistance, pleas.ellet me know.
Enclcsures
ce. Mayor Helen J. Johnson
City Clerk Luann Alme

Street Superintendent Karl Manthe
. Police Chief Pat O’ Connor

f:\commonirjs\committees\pubsafety.doc
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| CHAPTER 3

ADAAG Appendix: A4.6.3 Parking
Spaces.

The increasing use of vans with side-
mounted lifts or ramps...has necassi-
tated some revisions in specifica-
tions for parking spaces and adja-
cent access aisles. The typical
accessible parking spacz is 96 in
{2440 mm) wide with an adjacent
60 in (1525 mm) access aisle.
However, this aisle does not permit
lifts or ramps to be deployed and still
leave room for a person using a
wheelchair or other mobility aid to
exit the platforrn or ramp... The “van
accessible” parking space required

. by these guidefines provides a 96 in_
" (2440°'mm) wide space witha 96 in

(2440 mm) adjacent access aisle
which Is just wide enough to manevr
ver and exit from a side-mounted lift.
If a 96 in (2440 mm) access aisie is
placed betweeri two spaces, two
‘van accessible” spaces are created.
Alternatively, if the wide access aisle
is provided at the end of a row...it
may be possible to provide the wide
access aisle without additional
space...A sign is needed o alert van
users to the presence of the wider
aisle, but the space is nor intended
to be restricted only to vans.|...]

An essential consideration for any
design is having the accass aisle
level with the parking space. Since a
person with a disability. using a lift or
ramp, must maneyver within the
access aisle, the aisle cannot inciude
aramp or slcped area.  The access
aisle must be connected to an acces-
sible route to the appropriate
entrance to a building or faciiity. The
parking access aisle must either
Dlend with the accessible route or
have a curb ramp complying with
4.7. Such a curb ramp opening must
be iocated within the access aisle
boundaries, not within the parking
space boundaries. Unfortunately,
many facilities are designed with a
ramp that is biocked when anv vehi-
cie parks in the accessible spaca.
Also, the required dimensions of the
accass aisle cannot be restricted by
pianters, curbs, or wheel staps.

m Vehicular Ways and Facilitiss

2.8.1 On-Sirest Parking

. Just as the provision of pedestrian circulation on.and along sidewalks consti-. ... ..

tutes a "program” of a title Il entity, so too may the provisicn of on-street
parking by a city or town be a program covered by title Il. This is particulariy
true if the local government does not provide any other public parking in a
garage or lot. For many addresses, an-strest parking oifers the most conve-

nient access.

3.8.2 Beoping

ft is difficuit to be precise in recommending scoping for the number of accsz-
sible spaces that sheould be crovided in new constrisction or alteration
projects that include on-street parking. Accassibility scoping for parking lots
and garages cffers some guidance, but itis not directly applicable to urban
blocks or suburban strips. A municipal policy of providing one accessible
space per developed block face, in cormmercial areas where parking is
controlled by meters, time {imits, or similar regulation, is recommended. in
residential areas, citizen requests may establish need and should be cocrdi-
nated with the provision of curb ramps. The inventory of existing accessible
on- and off-strest public spaces and cppartunities to designate accessible
spaces where street slopes are minimal may also be factors.

Where paralle! parking is alreacly provided, accessible spaces can be designated at
the head and foot of a block te take advantage of existing curb ramp access (SEE
FIGURE 52). Locations st or near intersections are also more likely 1o have minirral
street slopes and will be more usable by drivers and passengers who transier
between vehicles and wheelchairs. Spaces at the foot of a block can also accem-
modate vans that have rear-oading fifts and cars that have rear scooter hoists. if
the sicewalk adjacent tc an accessibie space is unencumbered with plantings,
benches, and signpests, vans can deploy side lifts directly cn the sidewalk.

Some pedesirians with disabilities who arz ambulatory will need accessibie
parking spacss close to a soecific building aor facility. Planners shculd consider
providing acceassible spaces~and curb ramps-at midblock or in other locations
to provide a short or direct route fo certain accassible entrancas.

3.8.3 Paraillel Parking

9]

U.S. ARCHITECTURAL AND TRANSPCRTATION EARRIEAS COMFPLIANCE ’:‘C,‘-\_R_



inKocxvile, MD, accessiie on-streelparkingis
provided in a 13-{ootdeep recass that allows
the accass aisie to e located on either the dri-
ver or passenger side of the vehicle. Two
spaces are grauped, with curb ramps at the
head and foot of the recass.

AnQaldand, CA policy permits the city to des-
ignate resident-oniy ‘blue zone’ parking in
front of the homes of people with disabilities.

ADAAG 4.1.2{5)(z} Accassiile Sites and.... .

Exteriar Facilities: New Construction.
If parking spacas are provided for seif-park -
ing by employees or visitors, or both, then
accessible spaces complying with 4.6 shall
be pTotal Parkingrovided in each such park-
ing area in conformance witi the (able
befow...

Tota! Parking | Miniraum Number of

iniot Accassible Spaces
1-25 !
26-50 2
5775 3
76100 4
101-150 H
)

In the historic downtown of Edenton, NC,
accessible angied parking is provided at the
head and foot of the block. Curb ramps are
installed in butbouts at gach intersection.

PASSENGER LOADING
ZONES

v

20-foot-ang (6.1 m) ieved access aisle

¥ curb ramp

Y’ 114" {2.9 m) overhead clearance at
loading zones

vy’ sidewalk ciear for fift depioyment

¥/ mounted signage

' PEGENY

Althcugh ADAAG does nat contain technical specifications for accessible
paraliel parking, a curb iane that is 13 feet (4 m) wide can accommadate an
8-foot (2440-mm) vehicle width anid a 5-foot {1525-mm) access aisie. A curi
ramp at the head or foot of the space can then provide access to the

" sidewalk. If the accessible space is adjacent to the street crossing, an™ ™~

existing corner curb ramp may serve it adeguately. Sidewalk extensions—
neckdowns or bulbouts—used to shorten street crossings or pravide traffic
calming, can also shelter the access aisle needed for fully usable on-street
transfer from vehicle seat to wheelchair. Standard accessible parking signs
should be installed. Several State accessibility codes have illustrated or-
street spaces with access aisies inset into the sidewalk in the manner of
ioading-zone construction (SEE FIGURES 53 AND 54).

-~
DD E

Dther On-Btrest Parking

Perpendicular and angled on-strest parking can be designed and
constructed according to accessible parking space provisions (SEZ
FIGURE 55). Where one-way traffic prevails, it may be necessary to
increase the number of access aisles provided or permit backing into the
space o locate the access aisle on the side of the vehicle where it is
needed. One in every eight acceszible spacas should be van accessible,
with an access aisle that is 8 fest (2440 mm) wide.

Loading Zonss

3.8.8

Aczessible design standards for passenger loading zones car: 2e applied at
many building entrances by including a curb ramp in front of the building anc
planning for adequate headrcom where there is a canopy or other buiiding
element overhead. An access aisle for a vehicle lift can be provided on the
sidewalik, if it is clear of obstructions, or a portion of the parking or criving
lane may be used, where permitied, for vehicle-to-wheeichair transfer.

S.8.8 Speed Bumps

Drivers with disabilities report that a speed bump (or hump) is a barrier to
roadway use, not mersly an inconvenience. The jarring that can occur at
even low speeds can be painful or dangerous. Other traffic calming
approaches should be considered where feasible.

2.8.7 Cailboxes

U.3. ARCHITECTURAL AND TRANSPCRTATICN BARRIERS COMPLIANCE SCARC



