Tree Commission Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 8, 2009 at 5:30 PM

Giles Dow Room at City Hall, 381 E Main, Stoughton, WI
Members Present:  Todd Fossum, Tim Carter, Jay Schotzko, Dean Tangeman, Tim Berndt, and Randy Nelson. 
Absent & Excused:   Pat Ready, Darren Marsh, Josh LaPointe, Craig Wood and Rick Gullickson
Guests:  None
Call to order:  Meeting called to order by Fossum without a quorum.  Tangeman arrived at 5:40.
1)  Approval of minutes from September 10, 2009 meeting:  Motion by Tangeman seconded by Schotzko to approve minutes. Motion carried 5-0.
2)
Correspondence:   Fossum discussed with the committee – 1) letter received from the Dane County Parks Division regarding Gypsy Moth.  At this time, Stoughton has not had an issue and did not feel the need to apply for the Gypsy Moth Suppression Program.  2) Letter received from First Choice Tree Care, Inc. offering preventative treatment services for Ash trees.  This letter will be kept on file.  Erdahl stated that the Tree City USA and Growth Package had arrived.
3) Stoughton Tree Ordinances Review:  A final copy with all the changes was distributed.  Action Item: The Committee will read over to make sure all revisions are correct and there are no other changes.  If no other work is necessary the Committee will send the ordinance forward to the Public Works at the November meeting.  The Parkrow Tree Specifications will be reviewed separately at a later date.
4) Tree Selections and Prohibited Plantings:  Carter felt that the Committee should be keeping a positive attitude with the focus on an approved list not a prohibited list and planting of other species with approval from the Street Superintendent.  Trees that are prohibited should be done so by tying it into the State statues.  The State doesn’t have a prohibited tree list but does have an invasive species list which certain trees fall into the category.  Trees under consideration to prohibit and remove from list – Amur Maple, Callery Pear and Chinese Elm. Action Item: Refine tree list and bring to November meeting.
5) Japanese Knotweed:  A copy of a resolution form was distributed and changes were made to adapt the form for the Japanese Knotweed moratorium. Also discussed was what to do to get rid of the knotweed that is being put to the curb at brush collection.  A minute amount can spread this weed – it should be collected separately and burned.  We need to find a way to educate the public.  Action item:  Erdahl will make the changes and it will be reviewed at the November meeting.
6) Tree Planting on Private Property:  Erdahl provided a form that is currently used to plant trees on the parkrow.  The Tree Commission is developing a form to use for allowing the City to plant trees on private property.  The Cities insurance company CVMIC states that the residents must grant permission and need to sign a form. The City Clerk, Luann Alme, has requested to review the form produced before it is used. Action Item:  Members to review the form and develop a new form for private property tree planting by the City and bring to November’s meeting for further discussion.
7) Future Agenda Items:   Japanese Knotweed Moratorium, Stoughton Tree Ordinance, Recommended Tree Planting List and Planting on Private Property

Motion by Tangeman seconded by Schotzko to adjourn meeting at 6:45 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Respectfully submitted, Vickie Erdahl - Staff Member 

