
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA
Notice is hereby given that the Community Affairs/Council Policy Committee of the City of

Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and

location given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS/COUNCIL POLICY OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
Stoughton City Hall/ Hall of Fame Room (381 E Main St)
Greg Jenson, Tim Swadley, Kathleen Johnson, Matt Bartlett & Mayor Olson (ex-officio)

*Note-For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall building (including the elevator door) will be locked
after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the entrance on the east side of City Hall
(the planning department door). If you are physically challenged and are in need of the elevator or other assistance,
please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.

Item # CALL TO ORDER
1. Communications

 Update of Fair Board Event Selection Policy

Item # OLD BUSINESS

Item # NEW BUSINESS

2. Approval of January 5, 2017 Community Affairs and Council Policy Committee
Minutes

3. Discussion and possible action regarding Community Outreach/ Communications

4. Discussion and possible action regarding Social Media Policy

Future Agenda Items

5. ADJOURNMENT
cc: Mayor Olson, City Council Members, Department Heads, City Attorney, Stoughton Newspapers/WI State Journal,
City Clerk Lana Kropf, Library Administrative Assistant Sarah Monette, Bill Livick

oregonobserver@wcinet.comNote-An expanded meeting may constitute a quorum of the Council.
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS/COUNCIL POLICY MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, January 5, 2017, 6:00 p.m.
Hall of Fame Room, City of Stoughton, WI


Present: Alderpersons Greg Jenson, Tim Swadley, and Matt Bartlett


Absent: Mayor Olson and Kathleen Johnson


Guests: Tom Lynch and Robb White


Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Jenson.


Communications: None


Discussion and action regarding Fair Board Lease Negotiations:
Tom Lynch explained that the City’s lease with the Fair Board is currently reviewed with the Mayor,
Police Chief Leck, Fire Chief Wegner, and the Parks & Recreation Committee. Jenson explained that
the manner in which the pig wrestling event was handled by the City, last year, was poor. Swadley
noted that the Council would like to be a part of the event selection for the Fair. Robb White agreed
that the pig wrestling situation was handled poorly by the City and would be opposed to the City
having a clause in the current lease that would allow the Council to approve or deny the fair’s event
choices. He noted that the Stoughton Fair is one of the last of its kind; no entrance fee and no
alcohol. He explained that because the fair doesn’t have those revenues, then they have to make
up the funds through grand stands events. White explained that he has a good idea as to what the
fair will offer as grand stand events by February prior to the fair. Lynch explained that these types
of issues can be handled through a policy versus added to the lease. The Committee discussed that
a policy should be drafted by the Parks and Recreation Director Lynch and referred to the Parks and
Recreation Committee for approval.


Motion by Swadley, to direct Parks & Recreation Director Lynch to draft the policy and refer the
policy to the Parks & Recreation Committee, second by Bartlett. Motion carried 3-0.


Approval of the November 29, 2016 Community Affairs and Council Policy Committee
Minutes:
Motion by Swadley, to approve the minutes from the November 29, 2016 Community Affairs and
Council Policy Committee meeting, second by Bartlett. Motion carried 3—0.


Discussion and action regarding the mayor’s proposal to change how Council items are
introduced at Council meetings:
This request had come from the Mayor for discussion and was tabled by the Committee at the
November 29, 2016 meeting. The Committee discussed the possible change and felt that it
conflicted with the current Council rules.


Motion by Jenson, to table the Mayor’s proposal to change how Council items are introduced at
Council meetings until the February 2017 meeting, second by Swadley. Motion carried 3-0.


Future Agenda Items:


Adjournment


Motion by Swadley, to adjourn the meeting of the January 5, 2017 Community Affairs and Council
Policy meeting, second by Bartlett. Motion carried 3-0. The meeting of the Community Affairs and
Council Policy Committee adjourned at 6:53 p.m.








Lana, please include a discussion item on the next CA/CP agenda regarding informational inserts
in the monthly Utility bill. Please include this email string in the packet.
Thanks.


Greg Jenson
3rd Dist Alderperson
Sent from my iPad


Begin forwarded message:


From: Dennis Kittleson <DKittleson@ci.stoughton.wi.us>
Date: January 25, 2017 at 7:29:18 AM CST
To: Greg Jenson <GJenson@ci.stoughton.wi.us>
Subject: Fw: PSCW Bill Inserts Response EXTRA GOOD NEWS


Greg, This is what I was hoping to get.


Thanks


Dennis L. Kittleson


From: Kohler, Ryan - PSC <Ryan.Kohler@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 12:23 PM
To: Dennis Kittleson
Subject: RE: PSCW Bill Inserts Response


Good afternoon Mr. Kittleson,


Thank you again for contacting the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. As a follow-up to
my response, you called wanting confirmation in your reading of the response that the utility
could send such inserts as long as ratepayers are not charged for any extra expenses. I was briefly
away from my desk, but now I am responding as requested by email.


Your reading of the response is correct in that “there is nothing prohibiting the utility from
including announcements not explicitly barred with the bills as long as ratepayers are not
charged for any extra expenses associated with the announcement (e.g., postage, printing,
copying, staff time, etc.).” In my response, I recommended that you develop a policy with your
City Council such that electric and water ratepayers are not charged for any such “expenditures
for advertising” that are not related specifically to electric and water utility ratepayers as detailed
in Wis. Stat. 196.595(2). For example, in these types of scenarios, the storm water utility or the







city, may be responsible for funding any extra expenses (e.g., postage, printing, copying, staff
time, etc.) related to their inserts.


You can refer to Wis. Stat. 196.595 to determine what is considered “advertising” and an
“expenditure.”


Additionally, the Commission does not have jurisdiction over subch. III of ch. 13, therefore, you
would want to consult with your own counsel on that chapter in regard to including anything
under that chapter as material described in Wis. Stat. 196.595(1m) as advertising.


I hope this response provides some clarification. Please feel free to contact me with additional
questions or clarifications.


Thank you again,


Ryan Kohler


Consumer Analyst


Public Service Commission of Wisconsin


Division of Water, Telecommunications, and Consumer Affairs


Phone: 608-267-1476 | Fax: 608-266-3957


From: DKittleson@ci.stoughton.wi.us [mailto:DKittleson@ci.stoughton.wi.us]
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 11:38 AM







To: Kohler, Ryan - PSC <Ryan.Kohler@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Re: PSCW Bill Inserts Response


Ryan, Thank you for the quick response. I did leave you a voice message so if you could listen to
that and respond via email that would be appreciated.


Thanks


Dennis L. Kittleson


From: Kohler, Ryan - PSC <Ryan.Kohler@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 8:44 AM
To: Dennis Kittleson
Subject: PSCW Bill Inserts Response


Good morning Mr. Kittleson,


Thank you for contacting the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. You contacted the
Commission in regard to bill inserts to the municipal utility bill mailings. You specifically
wanted to know if the city can add inserts such as municipal news and events related to
upcoming open meetings, street cleanings, brush pick up, etc. Your questions were forwarded to
me for a response.


Wis. Stat. 196.595 discusses utility advertising practices. Under this statute, “advertising” is
considered:


1. Printed and published material and descriptive literature of a utility used in
newspapers, magazines, radio and TV scripts, billboards and similar displays.


1m. Any material which provides information favorable to a public utility on any
issue about which the utility is attempting to influence legislative or
administrative action by direct oral or written communication with any elective
state official, agency official or legislative employee if the practice is regulated
under subch. III of ch. 13.







2. Descriptive literature and sales aids of all kinds issued by a utility for
presentation to utility consumers and other members of the public, including but
not limited to any material enclosed with or added to a utility billing statement,
circulars, leaflets, booklets, depictions, illustrations and form letters.


3. Prepared sales talks to the public and public informational facilities.


4. Other materials and procedures enumerated by rule of the commission which
promote or provide information to the public about a public utility.


Wis. Stat. 196.595(2) details that the “utility may not charge its ratepayers for any expenditure
for advertising unless the advertising produces a demonstrated, direct and substantial benefit for
ratepayers. Advertising which produces a direct and substantial benefit for ratepayers is limited
to advertising which:”


1. Demonstrates energy conservation methods;


2. Conveys safety information on the use of energy;


3. Demonstrates methods of reducing ratepayer costs;


4. Otherwise directly and substantially benefits ratepayers; or


5. Is required by law.


Therefore, the utility must follow these provisions of this Wis. Statute. More generally, there is
nothing prohibiting the utility from including announcements not explicitly barred with the bills
as long as ratepayers are not charged for any extra expenses associated with the
announcement (e.g., postage, printing, copying, staff time, etc.).


The information you propose to include (city meetings, brush pick-up reminders) appears
beneficial to residents of the city in general, to storm water utility customers, etc., but not
specifically to electric and water ratepayers such that the electric and water utility would fund
these announcements. I recommend that you develop a policy with your City Council that
addresses bill inserts such as this so that ratepayers are not charged for any expenditures for
advertising except those conveyed in Wis. Stat. 196.595(2). For instance, the storm water utility
might be responsible to fund announcements regarding keeping storm drains free of leaves, or
the city might fund announcements regarding upcoming city meetings. For reference, an







expenditure is specified in this Stat. as “any cost of advertising directly incurred by a utility and
any cost of advertising incurred by contribution to parent or affiliated companies or to trade
associations.”


I hope this response answers your question. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or
clarifications.


Thank you,


Ryan Kohler


Consumer Analyst


Public Service Commission of Wisconsin


Division of Water, Telecommunications, and Consumer Affairs


Phone: 608-267-1476 | Fax: 608-266-3957





