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OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Community Affairs/Council Policy Committee of the City of 


Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and 


location given below. 


Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 


Members: 


COMMUNITY AFFAIRS/COUNCIL POLICY OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 


Tuesday, October 1, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m.  
Opera House Building, Ed Overland Room, 381 E. Main St.  
Ben Heili, Regina Hirsch, Jean Ligocki, Brett Schumacher, and Mayor Tim Swadley (ex officio)  
 


 


 


Item #  1.  CALL TO ORDER 


2. Communications 


Item #   OLD BUSINESS 


 


3. Discussion and possible action regarding mobile food carts   


 


4. Discussion and possible action regarding resolution on Climate Emergency 


 
 


Item #   NEW BUSINESS 


 


5. Approval of September 3, 2019 Minutes 


 


6. Discussion and possible action regarding recognizing the second Monday in October 


as Indigenous People’s Day 
 


Future Agenda Items  


Social Media Policy for Elected Officials  


 
 


        5.  ADJOURNMENT 
 


cc:  Mayor Swadley, City Council Members, Department Heads, City Attorney, Stoughton Newspapers/WI State Journal, City 


Clerk Holly Licht, Library Administrative Assistant Sarah Monette, Hub Reporter. Note-An expanded meeting may constitute a 


quorum of the Council.  


 








Resolution on climate emergency 
  
Whereas emissions from fossil fuels and other human activity are demonstrably causing a catastrophic 
warming of Earth's atmosphere; and 
  
Whereas the effects of such warming will continue to cause with increasing frequency unpredictable 
extreme weather, droughts, famines, floods, and wildfires, which in turn cause increasing instability in 
human society worldwide; and 
  
Whereas the United Nations climate diversity report of May 2019 concluded that over one million plant 
and animal species are at risk of extinction due to climate change and human life relies on fragile 
ecosystems in ways science has yet to fully understand; and 
  
Whereas the rain event of August 2018 caused over $150 million in flood damage in Dane county, and a 
warmer climate makes similar events far more likely; and 
  
Whereas July of 2019 was the warmest month globally in recorded history; and 
  
Whereas the only potential solutions to this crisis demand disruptive structural changes to the United 
States economy, and the people made vulnerable by the crisis and these economic changes deserve a 
just transition; and 
  
Whereas the Stoughton city government now faces crucial decisions about how our community should 
grow in the future, and has a responsibility to represent our youngest residents' right to a livable world; 
and  
  
Whereas the fossil fuel companies and their investors have entrenched interest in maintaining an 
unsustainable level of emissions, and the city's obligation to our community's well-being compels us to 
counteract those forces; and 
  
Whereas the city's public utility and its energy purchasing co-op arrangement allows it greater leeway in 
affecting local energy policy than a community with investor-owned utilities; and 
  
LET IT BE RESOLVED that the City of Stoughton considers the climate crisis to be an emergency of both 
an immediate and long-term nature, which should inform every major decision made by its council and 
staff, 
  
that the City of Stoughton acknowledges the solutions to this crisis must necessarily emphasize support 
for the most vulnerable in our city and society, and 
  
that the City of Stoughton recognizes that any national plan must include a just transition for affected 
workers and populations such as that outlined in the Green New Deal.  
 








COMMUNITY AFFAIRS/COUNCIL POLICY MEETING MINUTES 


Tuesday, August 6, 2019 @ 6:00 PM 


ED OVERLAND ROOM, OPERA HOUSE, 381 E MAIN ST. STOUGHTON, WI  


Present: 


Alders Jean Ligocki, Brett Schumacher, Ben Heili, and Mayor Tim Swadley 


Also Present:  


City Clerk Holly Licht 


Absent and Excused: 


Regina Hirsch  


Call to Order:  


Ligocki called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m.  


Communications: 


Ligocki requested to move agenda item #7 to the top of the agenda. There were no objections. 


Discussion and possible action regarding Stoughton Area Resource Team (START) occupying Space in 
the Municipal Building located at 381 E. Main Street 
Cindy Thompson gave background for START.  They currently rent one office out of the Senior Center. 


They are going to hire a case worker and are in need of space. A lot of the families do not have 


transportation and need to be located at a central location.  They want the office space in the same 


building. Alder Boersma said that he thought the planning department would be a great space for 


START. He doesn’t think that the Opera House needs all the space in the building and he doesn’t want to 


see it sit empty. Ligocki asked what their timeline was and how long they would need the space. Todd 


McVey, President from START said they are looking to approve job description in September and then 


the hiring process would start after that. He added they would like to be somewhere for at least 5 years. 


Thompson stated that participants that would be coming in and out of the building are not scheduled 


after 4:30 p.m. and they would be happy to adjust the hours due to Opera House Shows. Mayor Swadley 


said that VITA could also be another potential candidate for the space.  Sid Boersma said that we should 


have priorities with providing services.  Mayor Swadley stated that he didn’t believe the City could meet 


START’s needs. Ligocki stated that the City would communicate if the building were to go another route.  


Food Cart:  


Laura Trotter, Chamber of commerce suggested that the license year should be January 1-December 31. 


She said that most events where food carts are used are in the summer and having the license year start 


July 1st would be difficult. The committee agree and instructed Holly to make those changes. The 


committee also suggested taking out the part about schools and adding that food carts must be at least 


300 feet away from a licensed special event or brick and mortar vendor (special events would be an 


exception).  The committee would like to send the ordinance to council by the end of the year. They 


want to bring it back to the next meeting and then having zoning and the attorney take a look at it.  


 Discussion and possible action regarding a charitable donation policy: 


Motion by Heili, second by Ligocki to recommend that the council approve the charitable donation 


policy. Motion carried 4-0. 







Discussion and possible action regarding building use policy fees: 


The committee instructed Clerk Licht to take out the ¼ hour before and after and just leave the $10 flat 


fee and the $10/per hour. Motion by Heili, second by Schumacher to recommend that council approve 


with the changes outlined above. Motion carried 4-0.  


Approval of the August 6, 2019 Minutes:  


Motion by Schumacher, second by Heili to approve. Motion carried 4-0. 


Discussion and possible action regarding resolution on Climate Emergency 


Heili stated that the City needs to take on the climate crisis and we need to let citizen know that we 


want to make this a priority and this resolution could be an accountability tool for the future. 


Schumacher suggested taking the part out about fossil fuel. Heili said that he would share with President 


Majewski before taking it to council. Mayor Swadley suggested talking to other members of WPPI to 


coordinate.  


Adjourn: 


Motion by Heili, second by Ligocki to adjourn at 7:53 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.  


Respectfully Submitted, 


Holly Licht, City Clerk   
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Action ByDate Action ResultVer.


Adopt Under Suspension of Rules 2.04,
2.05, 2.24, and 2.25, and Close the Public
Hearing


COMMON COUNCIL10/4/2016 1 Pass


RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO ADOPT
UNDER SUSPENSION OF RULES 2.04,
2.05, 2.24, & 2.25 - MISC. ITEMS


Council Office9/28/2016 1


No appropriation required.
Proclaiming the second Monday in October as " Indigenous Peoples Day" in Madison, Wisconsin.
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples Day began in commemoration of five hundred years of survival and renewal
of Indigenous Nations in the face of genocide, colonization, political, religious, and cultural repression; and,


WHEREAS, the City of Madison recognizes that the Indigenous peoples of this hemisphere, that would later
become known as the Americas, have lived on these lands since time immemorial and the City recognizes the
fact that Madison is built upon the homelands of the Indigenous people of this region; and,


WHEREAS, this indigenous culture was disrupted and destroyed in Madison, as in all parts of this
hemisphere, and yet indigenous people have survived; and continue to resist against current injustices and
oppression; and,


WHEREAS, the City of Madison will continue to support Indigenous Nations’ struggles for social and
environmental justice, religious freedom and tribal sovereignty; and,


WHEREAS, the City of Madison honors our country’s indigenous roots and history, and seeks with this
celebration to bring greater understanding to the people of Madison regarding indigenous cultures and the
enormous contributions they have made and continue to make to our nation and to the City of Madison,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Common Council of the city of Madison does
hereby affirm and proclaim that Monday, October 10, 2016, will be Indigenous Peoples Day.
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