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PARK NAMING POLICY 


 


 


I. PURPOSE 


 


The purpose of the policy is to establish standard procedures and guidelines for the naming of 


public parklands and facilities owned and/or operated by the City of Stoughton.  


 


II. AUTHORIZATION 


 


The naming of sites shall be the function of the Community Affairs Committee, or study group 


named by the Committee. Through this group, diversity, balance and creativity will be sought 


during adoption of names. These names will be recommended to the Stoughton City Council for 


final approval. 


 


III. OBJECTIVES 


 


A. Provide name identification for individual parks, park area or park facility. 


B. Provide criteria for citizen input into the process of naming parks, park areas or 


facilities. 


C. Insure that the naming of parks, park areas, or park facilities is controlled by the 


Stoughton City Council through recommendations from the Community Affairs 


Committee with advice from staff. 


 


IV. QUALIFYING NAMES 


 


Names submitted for consideration should provide some form of individual identity in relation to 


the following: 


 


A. The geographic location of the facility. This includes descriptive names. 


B. An outstanding feature of the facility. 


C. An adjoining subdivision, street, school or natural feature. 


D. A commonly recognized historical event, group, organization or individual (living 


or deceased). 


E. An individual or organization that contributed significantly to the acquisition or 


development of the facility to be named. This can include either a deed or 


substantial monetary contribution, or contribution toward acquisition and/or 


development of the park or facility (typically not less than 50 percent of the value 


of the property or improvements). 


F. Outstanding accomplishments by an individual for the good of the community. 


Quality of the contribution should be considered along with the length of service 


by the individual—this to be fully substantiated by person making 


recommendation. 


G. An individual who provided an exceptional service in the interest of the park 


system as a whole. Typically, while serving in a public office, public officials 


should not be considered as a candidate for naming. 







 


 


V. OTHER NAMING ALTERNATIVES 
 


A. Parks and facilities that are donated to the City can be named by deed restriction 


by the donor. The naming and acceptance of land is subject to approval by the 


City Council. Naming rights are not guaranteed if the donation of parkland is a 


dedication as required by the subdivision ordinance (parkland dedication). 


B. Facilities within a park can be named separately from the park and/or facility in 


which they are located, subject to the general guidelines outlined in this policy. 


 


VI. NAMING PROCESS – EXISTING UN-NAMED FACILITIES 


 


A. Individuals, groups and/or organizations interested in proposing a name for an 


existing un-named park area or facility must do so in writing, presented to the 


Parks and Recreation Director, for consideration by the Community Affairs 


Committee. 


B. The Community Affairs Committee will conduct a public meeting on the request 


and allow 30 days following the public meeting for public comment. 


C. The Committee will recommend to the City Council action on the request 


following appropriate publication (press release, cable, Tower Times). 


 


VII. NAMING PROCESS – NEW FACILITIES 


 


A. A temporary name will be designated by City staff for identification during 


acquisition and/or development of the park area or facility. 


B. Individuals, group and/or organization may suggest names for the park or facility 


in writing, presented to the Parks and Recreation Director, for consideration by 


the Community Affairs Committee. 


C. The Community Affairs Committee will appoint a study group to make a name 


recommendation. This group may choose from a variety of means to select a 


name (citizen contests, recommendations from previous owners, historical review 


of the site, etc.) but in all cases, citizen involvement is encouraged. 


D. The Community Affairs Committee will conduct a public meeting on the 


suggested name and allow 30 days following the public meeting for public 


comment. 


E. The Committee will recommend to the City Council action on the request 


following the 30 days for public comment. 


 


VIII. PARK RENAMING 


 


Critical examination will be conducted to ensure that renaming the park will not diminish the 


original justification for the name or the prior contributors. Renaming will follow the same 


procedures as naming the park.  


 







A. Only parks and facilities named for geographic location, outstanding feature or 


subdivision should be considered for renaming. Parks that have been named by 


deed restriction shall not be considered for renaming. 


B. Parks and facilities named after individuals shall not be changed unless it is found 


that because of the individual's character the continued use of their name would 


not be in the best interest of the community. 


 


IX. PLAQUES, MARKERS AND MEMORIALS 


 


The Community Affairs Committee, or its designee, must approve any plaques, markers or 


memorials. All parties involved must agree upon a written maintenance agreement for each 


plaque/marker/memorial before they are installed.  


 


All memorials must be designed to blend with and compliment the existing Parks and Recreation 


Department signs, plaques, markers, and memorials. 


 


APPROVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL: February 24, 2004 
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON  
Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 6:00 pm  
Virtual, Please use the information below to join the meeting.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/655671173 You can also dial in using your phone. United States: +1 
(872) 240-3212 Access Code: 655-671-173  


Present: Alderpersons: Phil Caravello, Regina Hirsch, Ben Heili, Joyce Tikalsky, Emily Kluess, Mayor Tim 
Swadley and Parks & Recreation Director Dan Glynn  
 
Guest: none 
Meeting called to order at 6:01 pm.  
 
Approval of Minutes from September 21, 2021 
Motion to approve the Minutes September 21, 2021 by Tikalsky seconded by, Heili  
Motion carried unanimously 
 
Communication-none 
 
Directors Report-Director Glynn highlighted Water Park and Fair meeting 
 
Resolution to Support LRB-5204/1 (Discussion & Possible Action) 
 
Motion to approve Resolution to Support LRB-5204/1 by Brandt seconded by, Heili  
Motion carried unanimously 
 
Highway 51 Underpass (Discussion & Possible Action) 
Committee would like Plan Commission to consider adding to Comprehensive Plan 
 
Yahara River Pedestrian Bridge and River Walk Project – Bids and Bid Alternatives 
(Discussion & Possible Action) Committee feel Form Liner Pilaster would be lease important 
feature. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution to Yahara River Pedestrian Bridge and River Walk Project – Bids and Bid 
Alternatives by Brandt seconded by, Hirsch  
Motion carried unanimously 
 
Future Agenda Items 
 
Park Naming Policy/features 
Girl Scout Bicycle Project 
Future Parkland Acquisitions 
Park Design Guidelines  
51 West Parks 
DNR Grants 
Park maintenance/invasive species 
2464 County Highway A Acquisition 
Highway 51 Underpass/Comprehensive Plan 
 
Motion to adjourn Heili by seconded by Hirsch Motion carried unanimously at 7:19 pm 








 


 


OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA  
Notice is hereby given that the Parks and Recreation Committee of the City of Stoughton, 
Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location 
given below. 


 


Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members: 
 
 
CC: 


PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 6:00 pm 
Virtual, Please use the information below to join the meeting. 
 


1-18-22 Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting  
Tue, Jan 18, 2022 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CST)  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/370688397  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (571) 317-3112  
 
Access Code: 370-688-397  
  


   Regina Hirsch, Phil Caravello, Ben Heili, Joyce Tikalsky, Jim Brandt, Emily Kluess,  
   Tim Swadley 


 
Attorney Matt Dregne, Department Heads, Stoughton Newspapers,  
Judi Krebs, Sarah Monette, Jon Lewis, Bob Diebel, Desi Weum, Council Members 
 


 
  
 
 
 
 
                
     


 
        


             
 


 
Item #   CALL TO ORDER 
1   Call to Order    
 
2 Approval of Minutes from December 21, 2021 
 
3 Communication  
 Director’s Report  
   
 
Item #   OLD BUSINESS     
       
   
Item #   NEW BUSINESS      
4   Park Naming Policy Changes (Discussion & Possible Action) 
 
5   Future Agenda Items 



https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/370688397

tel:+15713173112,,370688397





Park Design Guidelines  
Girl Scout Bicycle Safety Improvements 
Mandt Park 30% Design Review    


 
Item #   ADJOURNMENT  








Director’s Report 
January 2022 


Riverfront Project 


- Received the 60% design plans and stamped hydraulic analysis. We will be having a permitting 
meeting with REP and Strand the week of January 17th to go over permit applications.  


Mandt Park  


- We had a second 30% design meeting with Strand, City Staff, fair board, and the Mandt Center 
manager. The fair board requested that we have a meeting in February to discuss the future of 
the park and how everything can work. I will be working on scheduling the meeting.  


Virgin Lake Trail 


- There is nothing to update on this project.  


Recreation & Youth Center  


- We are experiencing a lot of last minute program cancellations due to COVID. Winter 
programming is continuing with youth and adult basketball, pickleball, youth and adult art 
classes, and ski trips.  


- The Youth Center has seen lower attendance due to COVID as well. Instead of 35-40 children 
daily, it is down to about 30. They hosted their lock-in on 12/20. Staff didn’t like how they were 
responsible for children being there since they cannot make them stay within the building.  


- I’m continuing to work on procuring a van for the youth center. Many of their planned summer 
programs are contingent on transportation.  


- I purchased the outdoor movie equipment. We may partner with the Library as they can provide 
additional staffing and volunteer support. I also reached out to the Taste of Stoughton and they 
are interested in helping find volunteers. The screen is 20 feet wide which is the 
recommendation for crowds up to 500 people.  


Misc.  


- Used vacation the week of December 20.  
- COVID continues to make an impact personally as our child’s daycare room was closed the week 


of January 10th. I stayed home on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday.  
- I participated in interviews for the Parks Maintenance Supervisor position.   
- We had the River and Trails Taskforce meeting on January 3rd.  
- Attended the Finance Committee meeting on 12/28 for the river walk.  
- Attended the City Council meeting on 1/11 for the river walk.  
- Reviewed plans and attended meetings for two different development concepts to provide 


feedback on the park and trail systems.  
- Reviewed the Recreation Assistant position description with the Mayor and Recreation 


Supervisor. I marked up the position description and sent it to the Human Resources Director.  
 







Future trail to 


west by oth-


ers. 


Off-road trail connection to park. 50’ wide  
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