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CITY OF STOUGHTON, 207 S. Forrest Street, Stoughton, WI 53589 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

Amending Zoning Code Sections 78-722 of the Stoughton Municipal Code 

Committee 
Action:    

Plan Commission recommends approval  - 0 

Fiscal Impact:       None 

File Number: O -   - 2020 Date Introduced:   

The Common Council of the City of Stoughton do ordain as follows: 
 
Sec. 78-722 – Swimming Pool Standards   

(1)  Definition. A "swimming pool" means an outdoor structure containing a body of water in 
a receptacle or other container having a depth for water at any point greater than 36 inches 
located below the surface of ground elevation or deck, used or intended to be used solely 
by the owner, operator or lessee thereof and his family and by friends invited to use it, and 
includes all structural facilities, appliances and appurtenances, equipment and other items 
used and intended to be used for the operation and maintenance of a private or residential 
swimming pool.  

(2)  Exempt pools. Non-filtered storable swimming or wading pools that are so constructed 
that they may be readily disassembled for storage and reassembled to their original 
integrity are exempt from the provisions of this section. Decorative pools that are 36 
inches or less in depth are exempt from the provisions of this section. Spas and hot tubs 
with lockable tops are also exempt.  

(3)  Permit required. Before work is commenced on the construction or erection of a private 
or residential swimming pool or on any alterations, additions, remodeling or other 
improvements, an application for a swimming pool building permit to construct, erect, 
alter, remodel or add thereto must be submitted in writing to the building inspector. Plans 
and specifications and pertinent explanatory data should be submitted to the building 
inspector at the time of application. No work or any part of the work shall be commenced 
until a written permit for such work is obtained by the applicant. A current fee shall 
accompany such application.  

(4)  Construction requirements. In addition to such other requirements as may be reasonably 
imposed by the building inspector, the building inspector shall not issue a permit for 
construction as provided for in subsection (3), above, unless the following construction 
requirements are observed:  
(a)  Approved materials. All materials and methods of construction in the construction, 

alteration, addition, remodeling or other improvements and pool installation shall be 
in accord with all state regulations and code and with any and all ordinances of the 
city now in effect or hereafter enacted.  
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(b)  Plumbing. All plumbing work shall be in accordance with all applicable ordinances 
of the city and all state codes. Every private or residential swimming pool shall be 
provided with a suitable draining method, and in no case shall waters from any pool 
be drained into the sanitary sewer system, onto lands of other property owners 
adjacent to that on which the pool is located or in the general vicinity.  

(c)  Electrical installations. All electrical installations, including lighting and heating but 
not limited thereto, which are provided for, installed and used in conjunction with a 
private swimming pool shall be in conformance with the state laws and city 
ordinances regulating electrical installations.  

(5) Setbacks and other requirements.  
(a)  Private swimming pools shall be erected or constructed on rear or side lots only and 

only on a lot occupied by a principal building. No swimming pool shall be erected or 
constructed on an otherwise vacant lot. A lot shall not be considered vacant if the 
owner owns the contiguous lot and said lot is occupied by a principal building.  

(b)  All swimming pools shall be at least six feet from any lot line or building unless 
designed and approved as an addition to a building.  

(6) Enclosure. Pools within the scope of this section that are not enclosed with a permanent 
building shall be completely enclosed by a fence of sufficient strength to prevent access to 
the pool. Such fence or wall shall not be less than five feet in height and not less than four 
feet from the pool edge, and constructed not to have voids, holes or openings larger than 
four inches in one dimension. Gates or doors shall be equipped with self-closing and self-
latching devices located at the top of the gate or door on the pool side of the enclosure, 
except the door of any residence that forms a part of the enclosure. This section shall not 
apply to existing fences on the date of adoption of the ordinance from which this section is 
derived at least 40 inches in height that otherwise comply with this section.  

(7) Compliance. All swimming pools existing at the time of passage of this chapter not 
satisfactorily fenced shall comply with the fencing requirements of this section or when 
water is placed in the pool.  Above ground pools with an attached rail fence system 
that combined with the side of the pool is at least 5 feet in overall height above 
ground level satisfies fencing requirements in (6) above.  Any deck or entry attached 
or adjacent to an above ground pool must be fenced and/or have an entry gate or 
guard to preclude unauthorized entry as described above.  Enclosures on existing 
pools shall be inspected by the building inspector for compliance. Variations in enclosure 
requirements that do not adversely affect the safety of the public may be approved.  

(8) Draining and approval thereof. No private swimming pool shall be constructed so as to 
allow water therefrom to drain into any sanitary sewer nor to overflow upon or cause 
damage to any adjoining property. Provisions may be made for draining the contents of any 
swimming pool into a storm sewer, but such installation shall be subject to prior approval 
by the Plumbing Inspector.  

(9) Filter system required. All private swimming pools within the meaning of this chapter 
must have, in connection therewith, some filtration system to assure proper circulation of 
the water therein and maintenance of the proper bacterial quality thereof.  

(10) Dirt bottoms prohibited. All swimming pools of a permanent nature shall have the sides 
and bottom of a smooth finish, and no sand or dirt bottom shall be permitted.  
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This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of publication. 
 

Dates 
 
Council Adopted:   
 
Mayor Approved:            
      Tim Swadley, Mayor 
Published:    
 
Attest:             

       Holly Licht, City Clerk 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The City of Stoughton Plan Commission will hold a Virtual Public Hearing on Monday, October 12, 2020 at 
6:00 o’clock p.m., or as soon after as the matter may be heard, to consider proposed ordinance amendments to 
the City of Stoughton Municipal Code of Ordinances section 78-722(7).  This proposed amendment is to allow 
above ground pools to be protected by a rail fence system on top of pool/decking within the City of Stoughton, 
Dane County, Wisconsin.   
 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting will not be open to the public in an in-person capacity. For those 
wishing to view the meeting and/or ask questions, you may do so via the following options: 
 
Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/496159885 
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073  
- One-touch: tel:+18773092073,,496159885#  

United States: +1 (646) 749-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+16467493129,,496159885#  

Access Code: 496-159-885  

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/496159885 
 
If you wish to speak at or have your comments read aloud at the meeting, please register at 
http://speak.cityofstoughton.com by 5:45 on the day of the meeting. The Clerk will the receive comments and 
forward them on to the “Organizer”. The public can click on the link or call in and use the access code. When 
connected the public will have to identify themselves in order for the “Organizer” to rename them on the 
“Attendee” screen. If you plan to speak, please mute TV or stream volume (if online) and do not use 
speakerphone, as it creates feedback, there may be a delay. The Public Comment participant will be unmuted by 
the “Organizer” when it is their turn and have up to 3 minutes to speak. After speaking, the “Organizer” will 
mute the Public Comment participant. The participant can log out or hang up and stream at WSTO, or watch on 
Channel 981 on Charter/Spectrum. 
 
For questions regarding this notice please contact Michael Stacey, Zoning Administrator at 608-646-0421 
 
Published September 24 and October 1, 2020 Hub 
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