
 

 

 

  OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a 

regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 

 

Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 

Members: 

 

 

 

 

 

TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 

Thursday, April 11, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m. 
Public Works Facility, 2439 Cty Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
Kevin Short,  Sid Boersma, Dean Tangeman, Mike Point, Nicholas Yuknis, Mitch Bergeson, City Forester 

John Kemppainen, Director Brett Hebert, and Mayor Tim Swadley 

 

Item #   CALL TO ORDER 

1 Communications 

2 Forestry Reports – March 

 

Item #   OLD BUSINESS 

3 Discussion on Wood Cycle Process 

4 Discussion on City website – Layout and Timeline 

5 Discussion / Update On Arbor Day 2019 – Tree Planting @ Elementary Schools 

and School Contacts with student count 

 

Item #   NEW BUSINESS 

6 Approve March 7, 2019 Minutes 

7 Future Agenda Items 

 

   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
cc:   

Mayor Tim Swadley, Council Members, Leadership Teams, City Clerk – Holly 

Licht, Sarah Monette,  Matthew Dregne, City Attorney, Robert Kardasz,  Sean 

Grady, Judi Krebs, Bill Livick, Stoughton Newspaper, WI State Journal / Capital 

Times  

 

 
         

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

NOTE:  For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall Building (including the elevator door) will be 

locked after 4:30 p.m.  If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the Fifth Street entrance or if 

you are physically challenged and are in need of assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.    
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To: Brett Hebert 
 
From: John Kemppainen 
 
Date: 04/04/2019 
 
Re:  March Forestry Activities Report 
 
 


 Began tree pruning under contract with Tree Wise Men 


 Attended regional foresters meeting in Deforest 


 Assisted Utilities with multiple tree removals (utility conflicts) 


 Removed 10 trees in March from street terraces 


 Ordered trees for spring planting program 


 Began planning for road construction tree removals, residents notified of tree removals 


 Met with Cummins volunteer group to discuss installation of ash lumber boardwalk this 
coming spring 
 


 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Kemppainen, C.A. 
City Forester 
 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
515 South Fourth Street, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-6303   Ext. 622 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
www.cityofstoughton.com 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 













 


 


Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 


Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 5:00 PM 


Department of Public Works, 2439 County Hwy A, Stoughton 
 
Members Present:   Mitch Bergeson, Dean Tangeman, Kevin Short, Nick Yuknis and Mike Point   


Absent:    Sid Boersma 


Staff:   City Forester John Kemppainen and DPW Secretary Vickie Erdahl  


Call to order:  Bergeson called to order @ 5.02 PM  


 
1)   Communications:   


Kemppainen stated: 1) that he is selecting trees for the spring planting and 2) he heard from the DNR 
and the city did get the 2017 Tree City Growth Award and also both awards for 2018 which makes the 
Tree City Growth Award for 25 years.  Only two cities in the state have received this award for that 
length of time. 
Point turned in $190 in donations for wood board sales.  Mike produced a sheet of recorded deposits to 
be reconciled with the Tree Commission account by Erdahl. 
 


2) January Forestry Reports:  Kemppainen stated :  


 Finished contract documents for tree trimming and removals 


 Assisted Street Department with plowing/salting operations on multiple occasions. 


 Assisted Street Department with snow hauling on multiple occasions. 


 Attended the WAA/WIDNR annual conference in Green Bay 


 Began planning for spring tree planting 


 Met with City Attorney to discuss Hazard Tree Ordinance-work is ongoing to finalize wording and 
policies. 


 


3) Discussion on Wood Cycle Process:  Kemppainen was unable to work on the document due to 
excessive snow events.  A draft will be sent out to the committee to review for the April meeting 
discussion.  Information and questions the committee has requested answers for by the meeting – how 
much money have we received from the Senior Center, how can this money be spent, and what percent 
should the Senior Center receive? 


 


4) Discussion of Wood for Sale at Barn:  The committee discussed a time frame when we would be 
available to host the event.  After reviewing schedules it look like September would be the earliest the 
event could be held.  It was decided it would be a one day event from 8:00 AM – Noon. 


A add will be placed in the paper, also a notice in the Tower Times and perhaps the cities Facebook. Staff 
will check to see when the Tower Times publications are.   


The Human Resources Dept. will be contacted to see if the sale can be on city property and if the Tree 
Commission members can staff the event due to any liability issues. 


 


5) Discussion on City Website – Layout & Timeline:  The additions/changes to the website will take place 
in the next several months.  The committee wants a Forestry Page added with the following sections:  


 Information 


 City Forester Info 


 Wood Recycling  
 







 


 


Tree Commission Page with the following sections:  


 Background (Ordinance 64-14),  


 Mission, Members,  


 Tree City USA,  


 Awards,  


 Accomplishments 


 Link to agenda/minutes, tree planting, tree pruning, EAB, Tree Inventory and links back 
to other pages involving trees (such as Yard Waste Site, Bruch Collection Schedule and 
Leaf Collection Schedule 


 Link to “Trees Are Good” website 


 Find pictures to use for site 
 
Other items discussed where to place the Memory Tree Program under the “I Want To” section with the 
other tree permits, information on Emerald Ash Borer and all links to other sites should be checked 
quarterly. 


 


 


6) Discussion / Update on Arbor Day 2019 – Tree Planting @ Elementary Schools and School 
Contacts w/student count:  Kemppainen reached out to the school district Building & Grounds 
Supervisor, Luke Butz, who is willing to work with the Commission in order to get a tree planted after he 
approves the location and species.  Kemppainen has selected a 2” red oak to be planted.  Sandhill School 
was selected to receive the tree for 2019.  Kemppainen will reach out to Principal Femrite to coordinate 
the planting along with tree seedling distribution to the fourth grade classes. 


 
At the April meeting, members will select schools to distribute the tree seedlings.  Erdahl will fax the order 
to the nursery for the trees.   


 


7) Approval of minutes from February 14, 2019 Meeting:  Motion by Short seconded by Bergeson to 
approve the minutes.  Carried 5-0 


 
 


8)  Future Agenda Items:  Website, Arbor Day School visits, Wood Sale, Earth Day Event, Wood Cycle 
Program 


 
 
Motion by Bergeson, seconded by Yuknis to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m.  Respectfully submitted 3/15/19, Vickie 
Erdahl - Staff  





