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The 2014 Catfish River Music Festival is set to take place July 3rd - July 6th and is envisioned 
to be the first of what is to become an annual Stoughton Opera House fundraising event. The 
event will feature live music at the Rotary Park gazebo as well as headliner performances in the 
Opera House during the evenings. A modest number of spaces will be made available by the 
Opera House for arts vendors (8-10), food carts (3-5), and local non-profits (6-8). Additionally, 
the Opera House is supporting the application by the Dane County Friends of Scandinavian 
Culture, Inc. for a temporary class B license to sell beer and wine during this event.
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A street closing application has been filed for this event and a copy has been included here for 
your convenience. While the boundaries of activities in the street for this event will not extend 
beyond the corner of 6th and Jefferson, the street closing extends a block in either direction. 
Barricades and “No Through Traffic” signage will be placed at the intersection of Jefferson and 
7th as well as 6th and South St. Final approval is pending receipt of signatures from neighbors.


While this is a free outdoor event, the entire event area will be enclosed with temporary fencing.  
There will be approximately six gateway points for entry into and exit from the event area. 
Signage, trash barrels, and event staff will be positioned at each of these points to ensure 
compliance regarding open containers outside the event area.


The point of sale location for beer and wine sales can be seen in the included overhead image. 
The p.o.s. location will be double fenced with temporary fencing with one entry/exit point. IDs 
will be checked at the entry point to verify age as well as wristbands being provided. Those 
who purchase beer or wine will be allowed to travel throughout Rotary Park as well as the 
adjacent sidewalks and streets as long as they are within the designated event area.


Bike racks will be provided on 6th street to encourage alternatives to automobile 
transportation. Additionally, permission has been requested to use the Tobacco Junction rear 
parking lot as “Special Event Parking” during the event. A crossing guard with appropriate 
attire and signage will also be on duty throughout the event at the crosswalk at 5th and Main 
St. to ensure pedestrian safety.


The location of barricades and fencing in relation to Fire Station access as seen on the 
included overhead image reflects the recommendations of Fire Chief Lamers.


The following pages contain the Opera House application for a special event in a park and 
have been approved by the Recreation Department for review at Public Safety & Council.
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“ I believe creativity will 
be the currency of the 
21st century. Creativity 
is just connecting 
things. When you ask 
creative people how 
they did something, 
they feel a little guilty 
because they didn’t 
really do it, they just 
saw something. It 
seemed obvious to 
them after a while.” 
- Steve Jobs 



EVENT INFORMATION 

Name: Catfish River Music Festival 
Charitable: Yes - proceeds to benefit the Stoughton Opera House 
Event type: Folk Music Festival 
Dates: 7/3/14 - 7/6/14 
Expected Attendance: 500-1500 
Alcohol Sales: Yes - Dane County Friends of Scandinavian Culture, Inc. 
Food Sales: Yes 
Amplification: Yes 
Dumpster: No 
Electric Used: Yes - at gazebo 
Digging: Yes - fence stakes 
Parking: Parking is on-street, city lots, and special event parking 
Security: Security will be provided by event staff, volunteer staff, 
paid security staff experienced in performance venues, as well as 
additional Stoughton PD officers already assigned to the general 
area due to other activities. There will also be volunteer overnight 
security of the event area. 

Medical: A first aid station will be set-up and supervised 
throughout the event. Additionally, the EMS, PD, and Fire staff are 
within a close proximity. 

Accessibility: This is a handicap accessible event. 

Site-map: See included image 
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Schedule: 
Thursday July 3rd: 
8am-6pm - set-up (fencing, tents, barricades, tables, beer p.o.s., bike racks, 
portapots, etc.) 

6pm-7:15 - music in the gazebo 
7:30pm-10pm - music inside the Opera House 
8:00pm - outdoor area shut-down !
Friday July 4th: !
8am-3pm - Additional set-up (food carts, vendors, non-profits, etc.) 
3pm - event area opens 
4pm-9:00pm - music in the gazebo 
10pm (or immediately following fireworks) - outdoor area shut-down !
Saturday July 5th: !
8am-11am - Set-up event area 
11am-7:30pm - music in the gazebo 
7:30pm-10pm - music inside the Opera House 
10pm - outdoor area shut-down !
Sunday July 6th: !
9am-12pm - Set-up event area 
12pm-7:30pm - music in the gazebo 
7:30pm-10pm - music inside the Opera House 
7:30pm-10pm - Clean-up event area !
EVENT ORGANIZER INFORMATION 

Stoughton Opera House 

381 E. Main St. 
Bill Brehm, Director 
608-347-8441 
bbrehm@ci.stoughton.wi.us 
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REFERENCE COPY
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