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Item 
No.


Item Description 
Diameter Classes 


(DPH)


Estimated 
Quantities 
(trees)


Estimated 
Total 


Diameter 
(DBH)


Unit Price 
(per DBH)


Total Cost
Unit Price 
(per DBH)


Total Cost
Unit Price 
(per DBH)


1 7-14 Inches 175 1850 4.65$          8,602.50$                7.10$          13,135.00$              6.78$          


2 15-24 Inches 125 2450 4.85$          11,882.50$              7.71$          18,889.50$              4.62$          


3 25-36 Inches 100 3000 5.20$          15,600.00$              7.50$          22,500.00$              4.85$          


4 37 Inches or Greater 25 1000 6.00$          6,000.00$                5.85$          5,850.00$                6.50$          


42,085.00$              60,374.50$              


Jim's Tree Service


Total Cost


Tree Wise Men Capital C   


2021 Tree Trimming Bid Tab







Total Cost


12,543.00$              


11,319.00$              


14,550.00$              


6,500.00$                


44,912.00$              


 City Tree Experts
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Public Works Committee  
Thursday, November 19, 2020 
(Virtual Meeting) 
 
Members Present: Tom Majewski, Sid Boersma, Fred Hundt, Lisa Reeves and Mayor Swadley 


Absent/Excused:  NA 


Staff:  Public Works Director Brett Hebert, Planning Director Rodney Scheel and Vickie Erdahl 
 
Guests: NA 
 
Call to Order:  Majewski called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM 


 


1) Communications:   Hebert reported:  


- The curbside leaf collection has gone very well this season and is scheduled to be end at the 
end of November.  Favorable weather and dry leaves made a great leaf collection season.  Due 
to the favorable weather, the street sweeper have been out much longer than normal, which has 
helped to remove leave from the roadways as well. 


- Tree Wise Men will be finishing their contract for trimming in towards the end of November.  
The five year trimming rotation program has proved to be very successful. Adequate trimming 
is critical to ensure a healthy urban forest and to ensure that the proper height above the 
roadway and sidewalk is maintained for our users. Bids are due November 16th for 2021 
trimming.   


 
2)    Approve October 15, 2020 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Reeves seconded by Hundt  to 
approve the minutes.  Motion carried 4-0. 


Old Business:. 


4) Update and Discussion Regarding Jefferson St Bridge:  Hebert reported that all repairs have 
made to the bridge and the inspections have come back approving the opeing of the bridge for 
pedestrian use.  By using in house staff and working with Strand and Associates to perform value 
engineering, he repairs that were made came back well under the anticipated cost of $20,000 - 
$30,000 at under $3,000.  The bridge is slated to be replaced in 2022. 


 
New Business: 


    
5)    Review of Advertising Initiatives for Public Works Curbside Collection Programs: Hebert 


gave an overview of the advertising the Public Works put together to educate the public on the 
various curbside collection programs that are available to the public.  Items of interest included 
the city collection of brush, leaves and Christmas trees.  As well as bulky item collection, 
recycling collection and the new curbside E-waste collection by Johns Disposal.  A flyer will 
be sent out with the tax bills this year so that each household will have this information.   
Information has been included on the City website, Town Planner Calendar, Tower Times, 
HUB and on Social Media. 


 







 
 
6)   Future Agenda Items:   
  - Downtown Planter 
  - Report out on EAB program final figures 
  - Report out on End of Year Yard Waste Figures 
 
7) Adjourn:   Motion to adjourn by Reeves, seconded by Hunt to adjourn the meeting at   
  6:20 pm.  Motion carried 4-0.    Respectfully submitted by Brett Heber 








City of Stoughton  


Memorial and Donor Bench Program 


The City of Stoughton Memorial and Donor Bench Program allows groups or individuals the 
opportunity to help support the Stoughton Parks system or to honor loved ones by purchasing a 
bench or memorializing an existing park bench.  A plaque will be mounted on the bench and 
engraved with verbiage of your choice, subject to approval by the Public Works Department.    


The donor may request a location within a park or along a trail that they would like to see the bench 
placed. (Please note: The city has final approval of the exact location, taking into consideration 
accessibility, utilities, maintenance, site conditions and present and future park use)  


All benches are 6 feet long, made of composite recycled plastic and are mounted to a 4’x10’ 
concrete slab.  Extra space is provided for wheelchair accessible seating next to each bench.  
 


 


All requests for memorials are approved by the Public Works Department.  After approval, city staff 
will contact you to finalize the request and the optimum location within the park for the bench to be 
placed. 
 
Memorials must be paid for prior to the city placing an order for a bench and plaque. The city may 
limit the number of new benches at a particular location. The city accepts no liability for damage to 
memorials from vandals or third parties, or while performing maintenance activities. The city 
reserves the right to remove any memorials that have been damaged. Memorials and plague 
wording require city approval. No additional mementos shall be permitted at the memorial site.  


Tier 1: $400 -  Memorialize an existing bench with plaque.  Fees collected will be put into an 
account to help fund the purchase of future park benches by the City. 


Tier 2: $750 -  Installation of a new memorial bench, plaque, and concrete slab at a location of 
donor’s choice (Subject to City approval). 







Benches or plaques may be purchased through the Public Works Department.  
Installation/placement will occur between the months of April and September, most likely scheduled 
with other concrete projects within the park system. 


Link to fill out a Bench Memorial or Donor Form (Link to go live upon approval by the PW 
Committee) 


     








           
           
           
           
           
           
           


            
            
  


From Matt 


1.  Under sec. 64-9(b), a permit is required for “any obstruction or encumbrance of a public way” for more 
than two hours.  I think holiday lights, strung over or across a public way, would constitute an 
obstruction or encumbrance of the public way.  Remember, public rights of way are used not only for 
vehicular traffic and other forms of travel, but also for the installation of public utilities, including above 
ground power lines and the like.  So, even if the holiday lights are not interfering with existing utility 
infrastructure or traffic, a permit would still be required under 64-9. 


 
2. Under sec. 64-9(2)e, there is an exception to the requirement that a permit be obtained under 64-9.  


That exception applies to “private property installed adjacent to streets in the right of way, regulated 
under subsection (g).  Subsection (g) then says that a permit is required for the street superintendent for 
property “adjacent to the street,” in the right of way or park row, and gives examples such as lamp 
posts, benches, art, and decorations.’  Under this section, although a permit is not needed under 64-9, a 
permit is still needed, so the exception seems to be somewhat meaningless.  Second, this section applies 
only to private property located “adjacent to the street.”  I think the exception would not apply to lights 
strung over or across a street. 


 


Sec. 58-2. – Public nuisance defined. 
A public nuisance is a thing, act, occupation, condition or use of property which shall continue for such 
length of time as to: 


(4) Unlawfully and substantially interfere with, obstruct, or tend to obstruct or render dangerous for 
passage any street, alley, highway, navigable body of water or other public way or the use of public 
property. 


 
State Statute 
66.0425  Privileges in streets. 
(1)  In this section, “privilege" means the authority to place an obstruction or excavation beyond a lot line, or within a 


highway in a town, village, or city, other than by general ordinance affecting the whole public. 
(2) A person may apply to a town or village board or the common council of a city for a privilege. A privilege may be 


granted if the applicant assumes primary liability for damages to person or property by reason of the granting of 
the privilege, is obligated to remove an obstruction or excavation upon 10 days' notice by the state or the 
municipality and waives the right to contest in any manner the validity of this section or the amount of 
compensation charged. The grantor of the privilege may require the applicant to file a bond that does not exceed 
$10,000; that runs to the town, village, or city and to 3rd parties that may be injured; and that secures the 
performance of the conditions specified in this subsection. If there is no established lot line and the application is 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
2439 County Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-8684   Office 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 







accompanied by a blue print, the town or village board or the common council of the city may impose any 
conditions on the privilege that it considers advisable. 


(3) Compensation for a privilege shall be paid into the general fund and shall be fixed by the governing body of a city, 
village or town or by the designee of the governing body. 


(4) The holder of a privilege is not entitled to damages for removal of an obstruction or excavation, and if the holder 
does not remove the obstruction or excavation upon due notice, it shall be removed at the holder's expense. 


(5) Third parties whose rights are interfered with by the granting of a privilege have a right of action against the holder 
of the privilege only. 


(6) Subsections (1) to (5) do not apply to telecommunications carriers, as defined in s. 196.01 (8m), 
telecommunications utilities, as defined in s. 196.01 (10), alternative telecommunications utilities, as defined in 
s. 196.01 (1d), public service corporations, or cooperatives organized under ch. 185 to render or furnish gas, light, 
heat, or power, or to cooperatives organized under ch. 185 or 193 to render or furnish telecommunications service, 
but the carriers, utilities, corporations and associations shall secure a permit from the proper official for temporary 
obstructions or excavations in a highway and are liable for all injuries to person or property caused by the 
obstructions or excavations. 


(7) This section does not apply to an obstruction or excavation that is in place for less than 90 days, and for which a 
permit has been granted by the proper official. This section does not apply if a permit has been issued under 
s. 86.07 (2) with respect to a manure hose, or written consent has been given under s. 86.16 (1) with respect to a 
pipe or pipeline, transmitting liquid manure within or across the right-of-way of a highway. 


(8) This section applies to an obstruction or excavation by a city, village or town in any street, alley, or public place 
belonging to any other municipality. 


(9) Any person who violates this section may be fined not less than $25 nor more than $500 or imprisoned for not less 
than 10 days nor more than 6 months or both. 


(10) A privilege may be granted only as provided in this section. 
 


 


 


Give notice to residents 


Permit required 


Different zoning districts 


 No above ground utilities 


 Only in residential areas during November 1 to February 1 


Standards for lighting 


-  


  


Privlige to obstruct the right-of-way as long as  


- Decorations 


- No message due to distractions to drivers 


 


For committee: 


- Should we allow light across the street 



https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0425(1)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0425(5)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/196.01(8m)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/196.01(10)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/196.01(1d)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20185

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20185

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20193

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.07(2)

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.16(1)





o What areas should we allow this? 


 Residential 


 Commercial 


Over Hwy 51 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Hebert 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








           
           
           
           
           
           
           


            
             


Public Works Committee Members, 
 
In 2017, the City began removing, what was then thought to be 726 ash trees that were infested with 
emerald ash borer.  The City, at that time, was treating 110 trees.  The City approved an original capital 
budget of $562,182 to remove the dead or dying ash trees and replace them with newly planted trees 
over a three-year period ending in 2019.  Over time, city staff discovered there were about 185 ash trees, 
mostly in parks and along trails that were unaccounted for on the outset of the program.   
 
Due to favorable contract pricing and some in house removals, the City was able to remove a total of 
911 ash trees and plant 784 new trees within the urban forest for a total cost of $462,994, which is well 
below the original budget of $562,182.  The City also planted 639 trees through tree infill operating 
funds and new developer plantings funds.  Over the course of the program, the city removed 911 ash 
trees and planted 1,423 trees of various species. 
 
The current state of our urban forest is healthy as we have a wide variety of tree species that have been 
planted within our urban forest to help guard against another super bug that may impact a certain species 
of tree.  Our current trimming practices will help to garner positive growth in our newly planted trees 
and help to shape our more mature trees to allow for adequate height above our roadways, sidewalks and 
trails.  These practices will also help to reduce our liabilities due to tree damage and promote a healthy 
urban forest for years to come.         
 
 


2017 2018 2019 2020 Totals


Ash Trees Removed 393 258 11 249 911


Trees Treated 110 100 90 87 NA


Trees Planted 225 229 134 196 784


*Tees Planted -Other 279 131 125 104 639


Total Trees Planted 504 360 259 300 1423


*Includes infill and Developer Plantings 


Emerald Ash Borer Program


 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Hebert 
Director of Public Works 
 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
2439 County Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-8684   Office 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 







 
 
 








 


OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA - Amended 
Notice is hereby given that the Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will 
hold a regular Public Works Meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 


 


Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 
 
 
 
 
 
Members: 


Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton  
Thursday, December 17, 2020 at 6:00 pm 
This Meeting will be Held Virtual 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/359114381  
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212  
Access Code: 359-114-381# 
 
 Tom Majewski, Sid Boersma, Lisa Reeves, Fred Hundt, Mayor Tim Swadley 


Item #   CALL TO ORDER 
1. Communications  
2. Approve Minutes of the November 19, 2020 Meeting 


Item #   OLD BUSINESS         
3. Discuss Downtown Planters (Potential Locations, Maintenance, Cost) – Recommend to Table 


Item #   NEW BUSINESS 
4. Update on 2020 Landscaping for City Hall, Public Safety Building and Senior Center 
5. Review Specifications for City Sidewalks and Driveway Entrance Details 
6. Discussion on Decorations Over the Right of Way 
7. Review and Approve the Memorial Bench Program 
8. Update on the Emerald Ash Borer Program Final Figures  
9. Approve the 2021 Tree Trimming Contract (Amended to include bid information) 
10. Review 2020 Yard Waste Site Season Totals 
11. Future Agenda Items 


a. Discuss Downtown Planters 
      12.    Adjourn  


    
   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
 
cc: Council Members, City Leadership Team, City Attorney Matthew P. Dregne, 


Library Administrative Assistant Sarah Monette, City Clerk Holly Licht, Tim Onsager 
Stoughton School District, Judi Krebs, stoughtonreporter@wcinet.com,  
stoughtoneditor@wcinet.com , Stoughton Newspaper/WI State Journal/Capital Times 
 
 


NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 



https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/359114381

mailto:stughtonreporter@wcinet.com

mailto:stoughtoneditor@wcinet.com






CITY OF STOUGHTON    RODNEY J. SCHEEL 


DEPARTMENT OF      DIRECTOR 


PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
207 S. Forrest Street, Stoughton, WI. 53589 


 


(608) 873-6619     www.ci.stoughton.wi.us 


 


 


 


 


Date:  December 9, 2020 


 


To:  Public Works Committee  


 


From:  Rodney J. Scheel 


  Director of Planning & Development 


 


Subject: City Building Landscaping Projects 


 


The 2020 Budget includes funding for landscape work at the Public Safety Building, Senior 


Center and new City Hall.  We struggled to get interest from landscapers to submit proposals.  


We were finally able to secure an agreement in October with intentions of the work being 


completed yet this year.  Unfortunately, their other project work ran longer than expected and we 


are now their first scheduled projects for 2021. 


 


These projects will remove overgrown vegetation, edging, etc.  New plants, edging, stone/mulch 


will be installed with a focus on minimal routine maintenance yet providing aesthetic 


enhancement to these facilities. 


 


If you have any questions, please contact me. 
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CITY OF STOUGHTON    RODNEY J. SCHEEL 


DEPARTMENT OF      DIRECTOR 


PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
207 S. Forrest Street, Stoughton, WI. 53589 


 


(608) 873-6619     www.ci.stoughton.wi.us 


 


 


 


 


Date:  December 9, 2020 


 


To:  Public Works Committee  


 


From:  Rodney J. Scheel 


  Director of Planning & Development 


 


Subject: Sidewalk and Driveway Specifications 


 


We have been working to update and improve our long-standing generic specifications for public 


sidewalks and driveway aprons.  We have worked to develop more professional and detailed 


drawings that can be shared with citizens, contractors and builders to help inform the community 


about standards.  We are utilizing our new Engineering Technician to track and inspect public 


sidewalk work to help insure compliance. 


 


While the new sheets provide more detail one of the main recommended differences is to require 


sidewalks to be at least 5 inches thick instead of 4 inches. 


 


Three standard details are recommended for adoption: 


 


 Concrete Sidewalk 


 One & Two-Family Residential Driveway Entrance 


 Commercial Driveway Entrance 


 


 


If you have any questions, please contact me. 
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City of Stoughton, 207 S Forrest St, Stoughton WI  53589 


 
 


RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 


 
Authorizing and directing the proper City official(s) to enter into an agreement with the Tree Wise 
Men, LLC. to perform trimming services on City owned trees. 


 
Committee Action: 


 
 


 
Fiscal Impact:  $42,085.00 
 
File Number: 


 
R-X-2020 


 
Date Introduced: 


 
12-22-20 


 
WHEREAS, the City received 3 competitive bids for trimming services on City owned trees within the 
right-of-way; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bid amount is within the City of Stoughton’s 2021 approved Contracted Services 
budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, City staff has reviewed the bids and recommends awarding the contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder, Tree Wise Men, LLC, in the amount of $42,085.00; and   
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Stoughton that the proper city official(s) be 
hereby directed and authorized to enter into an agreement with Tree Wise Men, LLC for $42,085.00. 
 
 
Council Action:         Adopted     Failed Vote     
 
Mayoral Action:        Accept     Veto  
 
 
                                             
Tim Swadley, Mayor    Date 


 
 


Council Action:           Override  Vote     
 


 








           
           
           
           
           
           
           


            
            
  


Public Works Committee Members, 
 
We had a successful season at the Yard Waste and Compost Site this year.  We had over 11,760 visits 
from our permit holders over the season.  The season stretched from April 25th, which is about four 
weeks later than usual due to COVID, till the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  Over this time, we sold 
1,291yard waste permits.  Of which, 222 were non-residents and 1,069 were residents.  
 
Our residents accounted for $20,640 in revenue and our non-residents accounted for $5,480 for a total of 
$26,120 in total revenue.  Our expenses totaled $21,692.62 to operate the site.  The net balance 
$4,427.38 is used to offset any administrative costs and labor and equipment costs we may incur from 
our Streets Division.       
 


Revenues
Residents 20,640.00$        
Non-residents 5,480.00$           
Total 26,120.00$        


Expenditures
Labor - YW Attendent 7,742.62$           
Office Supplies 850.00$              
Grinding 13,100.00$        
Total 21,692.62$        


*Net 4,427.38$           


*The Net goes back into the general fund to offset administrative
costs as well as streets labor and equipment.   


 
 
All of the material collected gets reused as either compost or wood ships for landscaping, bedding for 
livestock or other industrial uses.  The material generated from the site certainly does not go to waste!  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Hebert 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
2439 County Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-8684   Office 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 





