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Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 
Thursday November 12, 2020 @ 5:00 PM 
Virtual Meeting -  Stoughton, WI 
 
Members Present:  Mitch Bergeson, Mike Point, Kevin Short, Dean Tangeman, Fred Hundt and Jim 
Fitzgibbon 


Absent & Excused:   


Staff:    City Forester John Kemppainen and Admin Asst. Vickie Erdahl 


Guest:  


Call to order:  Bergeson called to order @ 5:12 PM  


 
1) Communications:  


• Kemppainen announced that the City of Stoughton was awarded the 2021 DNR Grant that was 
applied for.  We need to wait for the press release from the DNR before announcing to the public. 


• Bergeson requested, since the grant was awarded, that the gravel beds and outreach be placed on 
the December agenda 


• Kemppainen stated that there have been several incidents with homeowners removing park row 
trees without permission – ask for ideas on how to prevent this from happening.  Bergeson asked if 
there was any progress with the tree issue on Furseth Rd. 


 
2)   Approval of minutes from October 8, 2020 Meeting:  Motion by Short, seconded by Point to 


approve the minutes.  Carried 5-0. 
 


 
3) Forestry Reports:  Kemppainen stated: 


       October: 
• Fall tree planting was completed.  121 trees were planted this fall. 
• Work continues in Amundson Park to remove ash trees. 
• Assisted with the final brush collection for the year. 
• I attended the WAA fall conference-virtually. The event is typically a one-day conference but this 


year was spread across 4 afternoons in 2 hour increments. 
• I agreed to speak during an urban forestry career day in November.  The event will be held virtually 


and is being organized by the WIDNR.  Several classrooms have signed up for the event and it will 
also be recorded and made available through the states LEAF program for educators. 


 
 


4)  Discussion on Zoning / Landscape Ordinance:  Subcommittee held multiple meetings which -  
 


• Categories and point values were discussed 
• 15 climax trees were identified, tall, medium and small deciduous trees were identified, and low 


evergreens and tall shrubs were identified 
• Cultivars, poor performing species and invasive species were removed. 
• Will continue work on the medium to smaller trees & shrubs to determine point value 
• Group did not modify the classifications 


 
 
 The committee reviewed the tables with the completed work and discussed.  The sub-committee will be 
 meeting again before the December meeting and hopes to have a final version available.  At this point the 
 document would be forwarded to Zoning Administrator - Michael Stacey for review. 







 
 
5) Future Agenda Items:  2021 DNR Grant – gravel beds and outreach, Landscape / Zoning Ordinance 


Review  
 


 
  Motion by Point seconded by Short to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Respectfully submitted 11/19/2020, Vickie Erdahl -     
Staff  








            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            


      
 
 
To: Brett Hebert 
 
From: John Kemppainen 
 
Date: 12/01/2020 
 
Re:  December Forestry Activities Report 
 


   
• Significant time was spent organizing and supervising fall tree trimming with Tree Wise 


Men.  Over 225 trees were trimmed in the Bjoin Park neighborhood as well as the far 
north-center of Stoughton, between Page Street and Lincoln Avenue. 


• Work continues in Amundson Park to remove ash trees.  Only a few trees remain-water 
levels have made it difficult to access them. 


• I attended Arbor Day Partners in Community Forestry conference-virtually. The event 
had a theme of community engagement and partnerships and provided valuable context 
and information. 


• I was a speaker during the Urban Wood Network’s first annual national conference, 
which was held in conjunction with the Arbor Day conference. 


• I spoke during an urban forestry career day on November 12.  The event was held 
virtually.  Several classrooms attended the event and it was also recorded and made 
available through the states LEAF program for educators. 


• A Request for Quotes was generated and distributed to interested tree service 
contractors for tree trimming contract starting in 2021.  Multiple vendors have already 
called to discuss the work and I am confident we will receive multiple bids for the work. 
 


 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Kemppainen, C.A. 
City Forester 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
515 South Fourth Street, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-6303   Ext. 622 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
www.cityofstoughton.com 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 








 


  OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a 


regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 


 


Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 
Members: 
 
 
 
 
 


TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m. 
This meeting will be Held Virtual 
Please join the meeting from your computer, laptop or smartphone. 


 https://meet.google.com/bhp-wvru-cng 
 
Kevin Short,  Dean Tangeman, Mike Point,  Mitch Bergeson, Jim Fitzgibbon, Alder Fred Hundt,  City 
Forester John Kemppainen, Director Brett Hebert, and Mayor Tim Swadley 


 
Item #   CALL TO ORDER 


1 Communications 
2 Approve November 12, 2020 Minutes  
3 Forestry Reports – November 2020 


 
Item #   OLD BUSINESS 


 
4 Discussion on Zoning / Landscape Ordinance 
 


Item #   NEW BUSINESS 
 


5  2021 DNR Grant – Gravel Beds, Outreach and Tree Application & Criteria 
     6   Future Agenda Items 


 
   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
cc:   


Mayor Tim Swadley, Council Members, Leadership Teams, City Clerk – Holly 
Licht, Sarah Monette,  Matthew Dregne, City Attorney,  Sean Grady, Judi Krebs, 
stoughtonreporter@wcinet.com  stoughtoneditor@wcinet.com 
 WI State Journal / Capital Times  
 


 
         


NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
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