
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA
Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a

regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Wednesday, January 11 @ 4:30 p.m.
Ed Overland Room/City Hall 381 E Main St, Stoughton, WI 53589
Kevin Short, Kendall McBroom, Sid Boersma, Dean Tangeman, Keith Kvalheim, Urban Forester Randy

Nelson, Stoughton Utilities Director Bob Kardasz and Mayor Donna Olson

Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Communications
2 Forestry Reports

Item # OLD BUSINESS

3 Update on Language Changes - Ordinance 10-2(d) Terrace Trees
4 Update – Tree Protection Zone
5 Discussion on Scholarship Program
6 Wood Storage Site Location

Item # NEW BUSINESS
7 Approve December 14, 2016 Minutes
8 Ordinance 64-14 – Street Trees Update
9 Future Agenda Items

ADJOURNMENT
cc:

Mayor Donna Olson, Council Members, Leadership Teams, Clerk – Lana Kropf,
Sarah Monette, Matthew Dregne, City Attorney, Robert Kardasz, Sean Grady,
Judi Krebs, Bill Livick, Stoughton Newspaper, WI State Journal / Capital Times
Brett Hebert – Director of Public Works

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL

NOTE: For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall Building (including the elevator door) will be
locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the Fifth Street entrance or if
you are physically challenged and are in need of assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.
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2016 -- Street Department Forestry Report from Log


December Year to Date Total W.O.


New Inquiries: 2 277


Tree Removals: * 6 153


Pending W.O. : 2 34 95 (Yrs)
Pruning: Training 0


Routine 0
Safety 0


Tree Plantings: 0 148 ----
Stump Removals: 0 127 85
Tree Injections: 0 88 0
Monitor: 0 22 46


Wood @ Racetrack Barn


Type Amt Amt In Board/Feet


Ailanthus 176


Ash 716


Black Walnut 178


Cherry 475


Red Cedar 250


White Cedar 128


Oak (Red/White) 400


Approximate Grand TOTAL: 2,290


Solar Kiln Wood


Poplar Estimated amt – ?


* Report of - Diameters of Trees Removed: None


Trees removed by Jim’s Tree Service – 33, 2 @ 38”, 2 @ 39” and 46”


Crews were busy with snow plowing and cleaning for several events in December.








Approved by State Board of Accounts for the Stoughton City, 2014


ACCOUNT BALANCE HISTORY REPORT FOR STOUGHTON CITY 1/1Pag
e:


01/05/2017 03:22 PM
User: VICKIE
DB: Stoughton Month Ended: December


BALANCE
AS OF


12/31/2016


BALANCE
AS OF


12/31/2015


BALANCE
AS OF


12/31/2014


BALANCE
AS OF


12/31/2013DESCRIPTIONGL NUMBER


Fund 236 - TREE COMMISSION
2,702.87 2,596.56 1,514.00 459.00 PRIMARY CHECKING236-00000-11100
2,596.56 1,514.00 459.00 0.00 FUND BALANCE236-00000-39000


906.31 3,484.00 5,240.00 1,282.00 DONATIONS236-00000-48550
800.00 2,401.44 4,185.00 823.00 OPERATING EXPENSES236-53300-50340


0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Total Fund 236 - TREE COMMISSION













Tree Commission Meeting Minutes


Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 4:30 PM


Ed Overland Room, City Hall, 381 E Main St, Stoughton


Members Present: Kevin Short, Keith Kvalheim and Sid Boersma


Absent & Excused: Robert Kardasz, Dean Tangeman and Kendall McBroom


Staff: Public Works Director Brett Hebert, Street Department Secretary Vickie Erdahl & Forester Randy
Nelson


Call to order: Meeting called to order by Short @ 4:30 PM


1) Communications:


 Nelson 1) reported that Aselson’s is requesting more wood 2) Your Family Magazine printed an
article on Stoughton’s wood recycling and the Wisconsin Urban Wood Program. 3) List of trees
with EAB was developed, field verified and marked with white paint for removal.


 Boersma would like to explore purchasing property near the new Public Works facility for wood
storage. Placed on January agenda.


 Hebert & Nelson discussed a situation at 708 Roby Rd where a house is under construction by
McBrien Homes. A street tree permit was paid for but it was decided that only two trees needed
to be purchased as there were three mature street trees on the property. On Saturday, Dec.
10, 2016 when out plowing Nelson observed that one of the trees had been cut down and was
laying on the property. The tree in question was an 18” Red Maple with a value of $ 2,472.00.
The tree was removed without a permit which is a violation of the city ordinance. The
committee feels there should be a precedent set and the builder should be held liable.


 Hebert stated that a tree pruning class sponsored by CVMIC with Ranger Services as the
instructors is scheduled for Jan 5, 2017 from 8 am – 4 pm at the EMS building.


2) Forestry Reports: Short was discussing the tree pruning on Jackson St as these trees bare root
plantings. Nelson stated that 35% of the trees lost was due to weed whacker damages and suggested
that public works invest in plastic barriers. Short also commented that the trees on Main St were in
need of maintenance due to girdling roots and tree grates


3) Update on Ordinance 10-2 (d) – Terrace Trees: Public Works did not have a meeting in November
and Hebert wanted to wait until the committee reviewed the Ord and will report back to Tree
Commission in January of 2017.


4) Update - Construction Bids – Tree Protection: Hebert presented a “draft” Work Zone Tree
Protection policy. Brett would like the committee to review and bring to the January meeting
suggestions. Several suggestions were made at the current meeting such as 1) define materials that
can be used to cover roots 2) add driveway apron to section for sidewalk and carriage construction 3)
be reasonable about trees, when evaluating, if the tree is worth saving and 4) define root cutting tools.


5) Approval of minutes from November 9, 2016 Meeting: Motion by Boersma, seconded by
Kvalheim to approve the minutes. Carried 3-0.







6) Tree Selections: The city is stressing diversity at this time and after a short discussion the committee
felt that the city has too many Acer’s (Maples) of any type and think the acer’s should be removed, for
the time being, from the recommended tree list. Staff to check on line posting of the tree list.


Motion by Short, seconded by Boersma to recommend the removal of the genus “Acer” from
the recommended trees selection list. Motion carried 3-0.


7) Discussion on Scholarship Program: Some suggestions to begin the process of writing the grant -
1) Areas of schooling forestry, planning or agriculture 2) in state school 3) two smaller scholarships 4)
give money at time of registration and 5) invite Ann Cook from the high school to help us determine
which direction to go. Placed on January agenda.


8) Wood Storage Site Location: Boersma stated that he brought the need for a wood storage site to
the attention of the Public Works to be discussed. The locations Boersma requested to review were:
the new Public Works Facility, Business Park North or if someone had an idea as to where there was a
suitable place.


9) Future Agenda Items: Wood Storage, Scholarship Program, Ord 10-2 Language changes, Tree
Protection Zone, Ord 64-14 – Street trees changes


Motion by Kvalheim, seconded by Short to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m. Respectfully submitted 12/21/16, Vickie
Erdahl - Staff
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Sec. 64-14. - Street trees.


(a) Purpose. It is the purpose of this section:


(1) To protect against dangerous conditions which may result in injury to persons or damage to
property in public areas of the city.


(2) To maintain plant health and guard against the spread of diseases and insect pests.


(3) To regulate and control the planting, removal, maintenance and protection of trees, shrubs and
other plants on the public streets, parkways and other municipally owned property within the city.
This may include the identification and protection of trees with historic value or having unusual
qualities.


(4) To prescribe penalties for violations of the provisions set forth by this section.


(b) Authority and power. There is created and established a tree commission for the city, which shall
consist of eight members, six of whom shall be residents of the city. The remaining two members may
reside in a neighboring township within the Stoughton School District. One of the members shall be
from the city council and appointed by the mayor. Five citizen members shall also be appointed by the
mayor. The seventh member shall be appointed by the utilities director and shall be a non-voting
member. The eighth member shall be appointed by the street superintendent and shall be a non-voting
member. All members shall serve without pay. The members of the commission will elect one member
as chair and one member as vice-chair annually.


(c) Duties. The duties of the tree commission shall be:


(1) To study the problems and determine the needs of the city as they relate to tree planting,
protection and maintenance.


(2) To recommend to the street superintendent, the type and kind of trees to be planted in public
places such as municipal streets or parks as designated.


(3) To assist the city with the dissemination of news and information with regard to the selection,
planting and maintenance of trees.


(4) To help educate the public on the value of trees.


(5) To pursue grant monies to promote a healthy urban forest.


(d) Term of office. The six members appointed by the mayor shall be appointed as follows: One council
member for one year and five citizen members for three years. Successors to those citizen members
appointed by the mayor shall be appointed for terms of three years. Vacancies caused by death,
resignation or otherwise, shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as original
appointments are made. A member of the tree commission may be removed by the mayor with
approval of a majority of the city council.


(e) Applicability. This section provides full power and authority over all trees, shrubs and other plants
located within street right-of-way, city and municipal utility easements, parks and public places of the
city and to trees, plants and shrubs located on private property that constitute a hazard or threat as
described herein. The commission shall make recommendations to the public works committee on
such rules and regulations as it may deem appropriate for carrying out the purpose of this section.


(f) Licensing. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of planting, pruning, removing,
spraying or otherwise treating trees, or woody plants within the city without first producing evidence of
certification/license before the city, pursuant to § 14-311.


(g) Permits.


(1) Required. No person shall plant or remove a tree from a public area, without first obtaining a
written permit from the street superintendent for which no fee shall be charged. If an activity entails
the felling of any tree or part thereof, located on private property, which as a result of such felling
reasonably may be expected to fall upon city-owned property, a permit must be obtained.
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The application must:


a. State the applicant's name and address and must be signed by the applicant.


b. Indicate in detail, the location, number, size and species of trees, shrubs or other plants that
will be affected by such action.


c. Include additional information that the commission may find reasonably necessary.


(2) Performance of work. The applicant agrees to perform the work for which the permit is sought in
accordance with the provisions of this section.


(3) Standards and specifications list. If the requested plant material is on the tree commission
standard and specifications list, which is not set out herein but is on file in the street
superintendent's office, the permit may be signed by the street superintendent. Requests for plant
material not appearing on said list must be submitted to the city forester for approval prior to
signing by the street superintendent.


(4) Denial. The commission has the authority to deny a permit if the request is not in accordance with
the provisions of this section.


(Code 1986, § 8.11; Ord. No. 0-6-2011, 3-22-2011; Ord. No. 0-6-2012, § 1, 3-27-2012; Ord. No.
0-13-2013, 7-23-2013; Ord. No. 0-5-2014, 2-11-2014)





