
STOUGHTON PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES    

MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 19, 2014 @ 6:30 P.M. 

CARNEGIE ROOM, STOUGHTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

 

 

PRESENT: Elva Tyson, Library Board President; Paul Lawrence, City Council Representative; Paul Vande Hei, Stoughton 

Area School District Representative; Sandra Black; Karol Castle; Denise Duranczyk; Petra Horst; Mike Vienneau 

ABSENT: Linda Schaefer, Library Board Vice President 

ALSO PRESENT: Richard MacDonald, Library Director; Sarah Monette, Library Administrative Assistant; Bill Hasz, 

Stoughton Area Community Foundation (SACF) 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Library Board President Elva Tyson called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. Tyson, Vande Hei, Black, Duranczyk, Horst, and 

Vienneau were present. 

 

II. REVIEW OF AGENDA 
There were neither corrections nor additions to the agenda. 

 

III. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 15, 2014 
Moved by Denise Duranczyk, second by Petra Horst, to approve the minutes for October 15, 2014, as presented. Motion carried 

6-0, 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Tyson thanked the Board members for variously filling in for her duties as president during her two month absence. Duranczyk 

solicited donations of homemade cookies for the Fundraising Committee's Victorian Holiday Cookie Fundraiser. 

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 
Library Director Richard MacDonald shared a thank you received by Youth Services Librarian Amanda Bosky from the Pre-K 

teacher at St. Ann's; an anonymous letter praising the library's multicultural collection; and a $100,000 check from the Bryant 

Foundation, the matching grant for the second-floor renovation. The Board was very pleased. 

 

[Karol Castle arrived at 6:33 P.M.] 
 

VI. BOARD IN-SERVICE 

Bill Hasz from the SACF discussed the Foundation's origins, its past and current charitable giving, including grants to the 

Library, and his own goals as the current president. 

 

[Paul Lawrence arrived at 6:46 P.M.] 
 

[Bill Hasz left at 6:49 P.M.] 
 

VII. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR OCTOBER 2014 
MacDonald briefly discussed the financial statements. 

A. FUND 215. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Lawrence, to approve the October 2014 statement for Fund 215 as 

presented. Motion carried 8-0. 

B. FUND 217. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Lawrence, to approve the October 2014 statement for Fund 217 as 

presented. Motion carried 8-0. 

C. STOUGHTON AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION. The Board reviewed the financial statements for the SACF's 

pass-through account for the Library. The statements were accepted by consensus. 

 

IX. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR NOVEMBER 2014 

MacDonald briefly discussed the bills lists. 

A. FUND 215. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Black, to approve the Fund 215 bills for November 2014 as presented. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

B. FUND 217. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Black, to approve the Fund 217 bills for November 2014 as presented. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

 



X. DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
MacDonald discussed the downturn in this month's statistics. Per a question from Tyson, he regretfully announced that no one 

showed up for the Rock 'n' Read. He reported that he and Youth Services Librarian Amanda Bosky filmed the holiday episode of 

the Library's television program on Wednesday afternoon, and that this might be the last in the series, because Derek Westby, 

the City's Media Production Specialist, is interviewing for another job. MacDonald also reported that the Library atrium is 

showcasing artwork from Stoughton area students. He provided an update on the Sunday hours survey; he has received 274 

online responses and 222 paper responses. He remarked that both online and paper surveys included a lot of comments in 

addition to the multiple choice answers. 

 

XI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Finance: did not meet. 

B. Personnel: did not meet. 

C. Planning: met November 3. Horst reported that the Planning Committee is now trying to schedule the Library Board 

retreat for the second half of February. (See Item XII.D. below.) 

D. Policies: did not meet.  

E. Second Floor Building Committee: did not meet.  

F. Fundraising: did not meet. 

 

XII. FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY REPORT 
Horst reported that the Friends did not meet this month, but they did decorate the Library for the holidays. She reported that she 

got an email from their President, Nancy Keeney, saying that the Friends got a partial grant from the SACF for the second floor 

security system; at the Friends' next meeting, they plan to discuss how to make up the balance of the money. 

 

XIII. UNFINISHED/OLD BUSINESS 
A. Library Budget for 2015: MacDonald discussed the Library's 2015 budget as approved by the City Council. Overall 

there is a 6.2% increase. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Vienneau, to approve the 2015 budget as presented. Motion 

carried 8-0. 

B. Library Board Self-Evaluation: Self-evaluations were collected. Those Board members who had not yet filled out an 

evaluation made plans to do so. 

C. Fundraising Committee Budget: Duranczyk reported that the Fundraising Committee's current expenses stand at 

$15,833.40. She estimates that they will reach $17,000 by the end of the year. A large part of that will go to paying the 

committee's administrative assistant, Laura Hughes. Duranczyk expects that in 2015, the committee will no longer 

employ Hughes; her work will be done by the Library's Adminstrative Assistant, Sarah Monette. 

 The Fundraising Committee has raised approximately $203,000. The bulk mailing has covered its costs and 

raised several thousand more, and donations are still coming in. Schaefer is writing a grant proposal for the Madison 

Community Foundation. Duranczyk thinks the Committee should definitely repeat this year's successes in 2015: the 

Famous Yeti's gift certificates, the children's play, and the bulk mailer. She wonders if the committee will need to 

continue much longer in its current form. 

 Moved by Duranczyk, second by Lawrence,, to increase the Fundraising Committee's expenses for the calendar 

year 2014 to $17,000. Motion carried 8-0. 

D. Library Board Retreat: Horst reported that the Planning Committee has learned that the last weekend in January is the 

American Library Association's Annual Conference, which this year is being held in Chicago. This fact makes Saturday, 

January 31, not a good choice for the Board Retreat. The committee is now looking at Saturdays in February. Shawn 

Brommer from South Central Library System (SCLS) is available the last two Saturdays in February (Feb. 21 & 28); 

Horst asked the Board to check their schedules for conflicts.  

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. 2015 Calendar of Work: Horst discussed the revisions the Planning Committee has made to the Calendar of Work for 

2015. Moved by Duranczyk, second by Horst, to approve the 2015 Calendar of Work as presented. Motion carried 8-0. 

B. Architectural drawings of circulation area: MacDonald discussed the drawings originally submitted by the architect 

and explained the reasons why he and the Library staff had expressed dissatisfaction. He then presented the Library staff 

proposal for the remodeling. He is trying to find out how much more it may cost. Moved by Duranczyk, second by 

Lawrence, to approve the staff proposal for the remodeling of the first floor bathrooms and the circulation area as 

presented. Motion carried 8-0. 

 

[Lawrence left at 7:44 P.M.] 
 

C. Participant for selection of interior design features: MacDonald explained that Tina Gordon (Dimension IV), Deb 

Hefner (SCLS), Kelly Verheyden (Adult Services Librarian) have already agreed to be part of this process, and it was 



generally agreed that a member of the Board should be as well. Duranczyk volunteered to join. Black volunteered to be 

her back-up. Tyson volunteered to be back-up for both of them. 

D. Discussion Leader for Trustee Essential #6: Duranczyk volunteered; MacDonald and Monette provided her with a 

copy of the material. 

 

XV. PENDING AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no pending agenda items. 

 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Duranczyk, second by Black, to adjourn at 7:50 P.M. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Monette 

Library Administrative Assistant 


