OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a
regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below.

Meeting of the: TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Date /Time: Wednesday, May 8, 2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Location: Hall of Fame Room/City Hall (381 E Main St, Stoughton WI 53589)

Members: Jay Schotzko, Kevin Short, Dave Moyer, John Archer, Bonnie Kennedy, Alderperson David Kneebone

Urban Forester Randy Nelson, Street Department Foreman Rick Gullickson, - Electric System Lead Work
Craig Wood and Mayor Donna Olson

Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Communications
Item # OLD BUSINESS
2 Discuss Arbor Day Plans, Activities, Raffle status
3 Discuss School visits
4 Review Updated Tree Planting List
Item # NEW BUSINESS
5 Approve April 10,2013 Minutes
6 Elect Chair & Vice-chair
7 Stoughton Landmarks Commission request for assistance on creating an
ordinance for historical trees
8 Ord 66-904(13) Chapter 78
9 Future Agenda Items
ADJOURNMENT
ce:

Mayor Donna Olson (Packet) - email
Council Members

Leadership Teams

City Clerk (Packet) - email

Debbie Myren (e-mail)

Matthew Dregne, City Attorney (e-mail)
Robert Kardasz (e-mail)

Maria Hougan (e-mail)

Sean Grady (email)

Deb Blaney

Bill Livick (email)

Stoughton Newspaper

WI State Journal / Capital Times

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL
NOTE: For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall Building (including the elevator door) will be

locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the Fifth Street entrance or if
you are physically challenged and are in need of assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.
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Tree Selection

The following list of trees have been determined acceptable street side planting. These are suggested
trees only - this is not an all inclusive list.

PLEASE NOTE: THE CITY OF STOUGHTON HAS A MORATORIUM ON THE PLANTING OF ANY

ASH TREES WITHIN CITY LIMITS.

Large Trees

(wide parkrows, no overhead power lines)

European Alder (Alnus glutinosa)

European Horsechestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum)
European Beech (Fagus slyvatica)

Catalpa (speciosa)

Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) & varities

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) & varities

Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos)

Kentucky Coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus) cv Espresso
Little Leaf Linden (Tilia cordata)

Elm - Hybrid (Ulmus)

Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)

Red Maple (Acer rubrum)

Red Oak (Quercus rubra)

Redmond Linden (Tilia ‘Redmond’)

Silver Linden (Tilia tomentosa)

Sugar Maple (Acer sacchurum)

Turkish Filbert (Corylus colurna)

Bur Oak, Mossycup Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
Chinkapin Oak, Yellow Chestnut Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii)
Freeman Maple (Acer Freemanii)

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor)

Amur Corktree (Phellodendron amurense)

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum)

English Oak (Quercus robur)

White Oak (Quercus alba)

Exlamation London Planetree (Platanus acerfolia 'Morton Circle')
Regal Prince oak (Quercus)

Shawnee Brave baldcypress (Taxodium distichum)
Triumph elm (Ulmus 'Morton Glossy')

Medium Trees

(wide parkrows, no overheard powelines)

http://www.ci.stoughton.wi.us/index.asp?Type=B BASIC&SEC={950B9CDE-CCBC-4BF7-8D92...

Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis)

Amur Maacki (Maacki amurensis)

Eastern Redbud (Cercis candadensis)

Flowering Crabapples (Malus) - Upright Varietes

Globe Norway Maple (Acer platanoides ‘Globosum’)
Japanese Tree Lilac (Syringa reticulata)

Pacific Sunset Maple (Acer truncatum 'Pacific Sunset’)
Peking Lilac (Syringa pekinensis) :
Washington Hawthorne (Crataegus phaenopyrum) - Thornless Varieties
Macho Amur Corktree (male only)( Phellodendron amurense)
Whitesheild osage-orange (Maclura pomifera)
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Small Trees

(limited space or ANY parkrow with overhead powerlines)

e ‘Columnare’, ‘Erectumy’, ‘Olmsted’ Norway Maple (Acer platanoides)
e Amur Choke Cherry (Prunus mackii)

e Hedge Maple (Acer campestre)

e Hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiana)

e Sargent Cherry (Prunus sargentii)

o Star Magnolia - Single Stem-trunk Magnolia stellata

e American Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)

Official Site of the City of Stoughton, 381 East Main Street, Stoughton, Wi 53589 (608) 873.6677

http://www.ci.stoughton.wi.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={950B9CDE-CCBC-4BF7-8D92... 5/1/2013






Tree Commission Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at 6:30 PM
Ed Overland Room at City Hall, 381 E Main, Stoughton, Wi

Members Present: Todd Fossum, David Kneebone, John Archer, Jay Schotzko, Dave Moyer, Craig Wood,
Rick Gullickson and Randy Nelson

Absent & Excused: Kevin Short

Guest: Peggy Veregin (Landmarks Commission) and Bonnie Kennedy

Call to order: Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Fossum

1) Communications: 1) Erdahl reported that Todd Fossum had resigned from the committee and this
would be his last meeting. Fossum would like to stay in touch. 2) Bonnie Kennedy was introduced and
will be officially joining the commission in April. 3) Arbor Day trees from the DNR will be picked up on
Friday, April 19". 4) Evan Slocum, Urban Tree Alliance, has started updating the tree inventory with
the understanding that the Stoughton City Council has not approved his bid yet as the council meeting
was cancelled on April 9. The next Common Council meeting will be on April 16th

Peggy Veregin, from the Landmarks Commission asked the Tree Commission to have help with the
creation of an ordinance to define and protect historical trees. Information was distributed about trees
in the areas the city defines as historical. This issue will be put on the May agenda.

2) Emerald Ash Borer Plan: The errors and added information was put into the plan. New sheets were
distributed. The committee will be continually changing and updating as new information is obtained or
if the emerald ash borer would be found with in Stoughton. '

3) Arbor Day Plans. Activities & School Visits: All schools have been scheduled for the distribution of
the tree seedlings. Fossum will notify Erdahl of his final counts needed.

Nelson distributed the raffle tickets. Committee members will track the sale of the tickets by singles
and groups. After the raffle is completed, the ticket stubs and monies will be given to Erdahl to
reconcile. When finished the monies will be deposited and the counts sent to City Hall for a report that
Hougan prepares for the cities non-profit status. Accounts have been set up for this event as the
committee is hoping to hold another event next year if there is enough interest. Funds that are
collected (after paying expenses) will be held and used for the sustainable wood program. Nelson
stated that a TV, DVD and generator are needed for the carvers.

4) Tree Planting List and Ordinance 66-904(13) and 64-14(q)(3) — Involving New Home Construction
tree planting: The committee decided to incorporate Short’s list into the current list posted on-line.
Nelson stated that this list is not all inclusive and that homeowners can make their own suggestions
because Nelson does visit the site and speak with them. Also mentioned was that the Planning
Department should be using the tree commissions list and that we could establish a point system for
the current list which could be credited to the developer as this is the purpose of Chapter 78 that
Panning is currently using. Also recommended was a change of wording so that developers are
allowed to and credited for planting trees behind the sidewalk depending on park row size. Cul-de-
sac’s are a big space issue that should be discussed and also the burden on the homeowners if more
is placed in the park rows especially when it snows. Placed on May’s agenda.

5) Discussion on Representation for other Committees: Archeris already on the Rivers and Trails
Task Force Committee and after discussion the conclusion was that as the agendas come up for the
other committees, if there is something that the Tree Commission should be aware of, this agenda will






be forwarded to the members and someone, at that time, will volunteer to attend and bring information
back to the Tree Commission.

6) Approval of minutes from March 13, 2013 meeting: Motion by Moyer, seconded by Archer to

approve the minutes. Carried 5-0.

7) Ordinances to Public Work Committee — Updated — Motioned by Fossum, seconded by

8)

Schotzko to make a recommendation to the Public Works Committee to review and approve the
changes in the following ordinances ( 58-8(11), 64-10(d), 64-14(f) and Article XI 14-311) then
recommend to the Common Council for approval. Motion carried 5-0.

Future Agenda ltems: Elect Chair & Vice-Chair, Landmark Comm. — Ord. for Historical Trees, EAB

Plan, Arbor Day Events/Activities, Tree Planting List, Ord. 66-904 (13) Chapter 78,

Motion by Moyer seconded by Kneebone to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Respectfully submitted 4/16/13, Vickie
Erdahl! - Staff ‘ o






April 10, 2013

Dear Tree Commission Members:

We, the members of the City of Stoughton’s Landmarks Commission, are writing to express our support for the
retention, care, maintenance and preservation of shade trees throughout the city as well as landmark/heritage and
specimen trees. Shade trees have been an important contributor to the visual character of the city of Stoughton
and we feel it is important to protect and perpetuate this characteristic of our community. Particularly in the
many older neighborhoods, including the five existing National Register Historic Districts’, shade trees lining the
streets are and have been a character-defining feature of those neighborhoods. Protecting that character is critical
to protecting the history, character and vitality of our residential areas.

Having and maintaining shade trees also provides a host of public benefits, including but not limited to the

following.

e Trees create a feeling of well being and provide a sense of security.

e Trees absorb and block noise from the urban environment.

e Healthy mature trees can add up to 20% to the value of a residential property.

e Trees enhance the economic vitality of our community by attracting homeowners, businesses and tourists.

e Trees help settle out, trap and hold particulate pollutants like dust and smoke that can damage lungs.

e Trees provide homes for animals that would otherwise be unable to survive in an urban habitat.

e Trees protect the livability of our community. Without trees our community will take on the appearance of a
desert, un-cared for, barren and un-livable.

For all of those reasons, it is our preference that the tree ordinance include the following specifications:

e [tshould identify species of heritage, landmark and specimen trees with guidance from the city’s tree
inventory.

e Heritage/landmark trees should be defined based on professional standards in the Forestry field such as
measurement of the canopy spread and trunk circumference.

e Specimen trees should be defined based on professional standards in the Forestry field, such as displaying
superior quality and characteristics when compared to trees of the same species.

e If a healthy heritage, landmark or specimen tree is removed, an inch for inch replacement of a new tree should
be required and paid for by whoever took down the subject tree.

e It will confer historic status on trees dedicated or planted as public memorials or that have been designated as
historical landmarks by the Stoughton Historical Society, the Stoughton Tree Commission, the Stoughton
Landmarks Commission, or the City Council.





Itis also our hope that the Tree Ordinance will provide you with the authority to influence the decisions made
regarding all trees on public property and to the highest degree possible, allow you to preserve, protect, minimize
and alleviate, potential adverse effects any project may have on city trees. This can be achieved by assigning to
the Tree Commission the authority to work with power companies, utility companies, and any private or municipal
unit involved in parks, construction and road projects.

The Landmarks Commission is concerned about the protection of our shade trees because they contribute to a
high quality of life and help to define the historic character of our community. We are in full support of your
efforts to protect and propagate this important community asset for the health, comfort and enjoyment of all
residents of the city.

Sincerely,

The Stoughton Landmarks Commission

Members:

Alan Hedstrom, Chair

Ryszard Borys

Kathleen Kelly

Connie Kraus

Andrea Rainka

Lisa Rust

Anna Stracener

Peggy Veregin

Tom Majewski, Council Representative

: Stoughton’s National Register of Historic Places Historic Districts include: The Main Street Historic District, East
Park Historic District, East Side Historic District, Southwest Side Historic District, and the Northwest Side Historic
District.





Commissioners:

The following information has been provided at the request of the Tree Commission, as a follow-up to
the conversation we had in April about retaining shade trees throughout the city and protecting trees as
a character defining feature of our community.

You, the Tree Commission, asked the Landmarks Commission for feedback regarding updates to
Stoughton’s tree ordinance but unfortunately, the Landmarks Commission was unresponsive for many
months because it does not have members with expertise in the field of urban forestry. Nevertheless,
the issue of retaining shade trees and protecting this character defining feature of our community
remains of great concern to the Landmarks Commission; a position articulated in the Landmarks
Commission’s letter to you of April 10, 2013,

[ would like to also preface the ensuing information by reminding everyone, as | discussed in detail at
your April meeting, that | am not an Urban Forester. Despite this full disclosure, you asked me if | would
be willing to conduct additional research into professional standards for how some terminology is
defined (specifically, ideas for how to define landmark trees) and | agreed to do so. What followsisa
short summary of my research and is not a formal response from the Landmarks Commission - errors in
terminology or understanding are completely mine. Websites with helpful information include: the
Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council; the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service — Urban and
Community Forestry; Society of Municipal Arborists; and the International Society of Arboriculture. An
informal survey of approximately 10 tree ordinances provided the basis for the following suggestions.

Example of an Ordinance Summary:
Ordinance Section - PURPOSES

The purpose of this ordinance is to preserve trees on both public and private property and,
in the event that tree removal is necessary, to ensure that appropriate replacement trees
are planted. The ordinance is also intended to minimize erosion and stormwater runoff,
provide buffers between neighboring properties, preserve historic streetscapes, minimize
the visual and environmental impacts of paved surfaces and buildings, and ensure
landscaping in conjunction with new development and redevelopment in a manner that
preserves native vegetation. This ordinance is intended to balance the property rights of
individual property owners with those of the overall health, safety and welfare interests of
the Community.

Examples of some relevant definitions:

The following are some possible definitions that may be applicable to Stoughton’s Tree Ordinance. This

list is not all-inclusive; these may or may not be appropriate for your ordinance revision.

Additional Research: Defining Landmark Trees
April 30, 2013
Peggy Veregin





Building Activity Area — The portion of a property within which development activity,
including grading, excavating, storage of materials, construction access, and construction
of both main buildings and accessory structures, including pools and tennis courts, may
occur,

Conservation Area (Easement) — An area within which all existing vegetation shall be
preserved for the purpose of retaining the natural character of the area and providing
screening from adjacent uses or a public or private street. No plant material shall be
removed from or planted in a Conservation Area without a permit from the City
authorizing removal or planting. Conservation Areas may be established as part of the
subdivision process or through the issuance of a Special Use Permit. No solid fences
may be located in a Conservation Area. (Also referred to as Preservation Areas on some
subdivision plats.)

Cutting - Felling or removal of a tree, or any procedure that results in the death or
substantial destruction of a tree. Cutting does not include normal pruning or trimming of
trees consistent with this Chapter.

Critical Root Zone — An area on the ground extending out from the trunk of the tree in
all directions a distance of one foot for every inch DBH.

Diameter Breast Height (DBH) — The diameter of a tree measured at 54 inches above
the ground.

Inch for Inch Replacement — The planting of one or more trees in place of trees that
have been removed. The new tree, or trees, shall equal, in total DBH inches, the DBH of
the tree or trees removed.

Heritage Tree — Any tree having an 18” or larger DBH.

No Disturbance Area — An area, identified on a plat of subdivision or approved
development plan around one or more trees within which all construction, grading,
installation of utilities and all other land altering activity is prohibited. No Disturbance
Areas may be established as part of the subdivision process or through the issuance of a
Special Use Permit.

Protected Area — Any areas in which tree protection measures are required pursuant to
this Chapter, including without limitation any Bluff, Conservation Area, Heritage Tree,
No Disturbance Area, Ravine, Streetscape Preservation Area, or Tree Preservation Area.
Remove or Removal - The act of causing a tree to be cut down or to die through
damaging, poisoning or other direct or indirect action.

Street Tree — Tree located in the public right-of-way and maintained by the City.
Streetscape Preservation Areas — The portion of a property located in the front and
corner side yards, as defined by the Zoning Code.

Tree Preservation Areas — Areas identified on a plat of subdivision, or on a site plan
attached to the ordinance granting a Special Use Permit, within which trees are to be
preserved. This differs from a Conservation Easement in that removal of undergrowth is
permitted.

Additional Research: Defining Landmark Trees
April 30, 2013
Peggy Veregin





Various Heritage/Specimen/Landmark/Protected Trees Definitions:

An informal survey of other communities’ tree ordinances offers the following possibilities for defining
Heritage trees. The definition adopted by the Tree Commission should be decided by the Tree
Commission based on the appropriate identification of tree species that are important locally native
species or are associated with the character of the community.

Examples of definitions and evaluation approach adopted by other communities:

Heritage Trees:
1. Those estimated to be 200 years or older, as determined by their size.
2. Oaks: 30” + DBH, Hickories: 16” + DBH, American Elms: 36” + DBH (these numbers and species
adjusted to be appropriate for Stoughton trees)
3. Evaluation of DBH in conjunction with canopy spread.

Specimen Trees:

1. Those 15 inches or greater in diameter that display superior quality and characteristics when
compared to trees of the same species.

2. Species native or historically found in Stoughton should be listed based on historical evidence
and a tree inventory. The size of each species (to qualify as a Specimen tree) should be
determined by the Tree Commission in consultation with experienced arborists and urban
foresters. The species and size for each should be listed in the Ordinance.

Many ordinances got very specific, creating lists of tree species and desirable DBH numbers. | did not
attempt to duplicate those lists here because they seem to be very community-specific.

Alternatively, instead of having multiple terms and definitions, the above referenced Heritage and
Specimen trees can simply be called Protected Trees. Then trees would not be subdivided into these
categories; all trees that meet any of the various standards would be Protected Trees.

Protections could include language such as the following:

1. All trees 6-inches or more in Diameter at DBH or 4.5 feet above the ground in the entire yard are
considered protected trees and require permits for removal.

2. The removal of healthy Heritage trees is prohibited unless approved by the Tree
Commission/City Council

3. Treesremoved from city parkways should be replaced with a new tree within one year.

If a permit is granted for the removal of a Heritage or Specimen (Protected) tree, an inch forinch
replacement (at minimum) of new trees is required.

5. The ordinance should provide a means of enforcement, including penalties for not following the
ordinance.

6. The classification of a street tree, based on a tree’s proximity to a thoroughfare, may be named
as protected to reinforce the concept of protecting the visual character of shade trees
throughout the community.

Additional Research: Defining Landmark Trees

April 30, 2013
Peggy Veregin





As a separate category: Landmark Trees. A tree identified as protected due to its historic significance.
Much like the way buildings are designated historic and granted protected status, a Landmark Tree may
be associated with a notable local or regional historical event, person, structure, building or landscape.
Landmark tree status may be granted by the Stoughton Historical Society, Tree Commission, Landmarks
Commission or City Council. Landmark trees may also include trees dedicated or planted as public
memoaorials.

Other Points to Consider:

1. The Commission may consider hiring an Urban Forester Consultant to assist with the process of
defining these terms in a manner most fitting for Stoughton, taking into account the City’s tree
inventory, historic character, native species and other tree species significant to the City for other
reasons.

2. Aside from the normal tree inventory, consider creating a citywide heritage and specimen tree
inventory. This will allow appropriate knowledge and awareness of these types of trees, similarly to
how we have a list of local landmark buildings and can check building permit applications against the
local landmark list to find out if work is being proposed to a local landmark. A list of this type can
help the City remain aware when actions are proposed that would adversely affect these trees.

3. Also something to consider: adding language to address trees located within locally designated
historic districts. | found some communities that have tree ordinances which require a COA for the
removal of a tree if it is located within a local historic district. This provision would apply to any local
historic districts created within the city of Stoughton. Sample language:

If your property is located within a locally designated historic district you may need to obtain a
Certificate of Appropriateness Tree Permit to take down a tree in the district. Tree permitsin
the historic district are required for trees greater than the following size at breast height (4.5
feet from the ground):

1. The tree's circumference is 18.33 inches or more; OR

2. The tree's diameter is 6 inches or more

If a tree receives a waiver (for example, because it's dead), you will have immediate approval to
remove the tree provided notice of the activity is posted for seven days before, during and/or
after the removal.

If the application for a permit is preliminarily approved, you will go through a 15-day posting
period when anyone in Stoughton can protest the removal of the tree. If the removal is not
protested, you may remove the tree after a replacement tree agreement is confirmed with the
City.

If there's a disagreement about a tree removal, the City Tree Commission in conjunction with

Additional Research: Defining Landmark Trees
April 30, 2013
Peggy Veregin





the Landmarks Commission will hold a hearing to determine the fate of the tree. This can occur
for two reasons:
1. If the City Arborist denies a tree removal permit, and you appeal; OR

2. If the City Arborist preliminarily approves a tree removal permit, but that action is protested
by a member of the public.

Either way, if the Tree Commission denies permission for removal, you have 30 days to take an
appeal to the City Council.

Additional Research: Defining Landmark Trees
Aprii 30, 2013
Peggy Veregin






Sec. 66-904. - Range of required improvements

(11)

(12)

(13) J

(14)

available to each lot in the subdivision or condominium plat. No such utility
service shall be located on overhead poles. All installations must be
underground. Plans indicating the proposed location of all utilities required to
serve the plat shall be approved by the city.

Street lights. The subdivider shall fund the installation of street lights along all
streets proposed to be dedicated of a design compatible with the
neighborhood, the type of development proposed, and city maintenance
costs, as approved by the utilities director. Such lights shall be placed at
each street intersection and at such interior block spacing as may be
required by the utilities director.

Street signs. The city shall install at the intersection of all streets proposed to
be dedicated a street name sign of a design specified by the city. The city
shall also install regulatory signs along all streets as necessary. The
subdivider or condominium developer shall be responsible for reimbursing
the city for all costs associated with the purchase and installation of required
street name and regulatory signs.

V‘W

Street trees. Erhe subdivider or condominium developer shall install at least
one street tree for every residential lot or for every 90 lineal feet, or fraction
thereof, of frontage a property has on a public street right-of-way, whichever
is greater. Trees shall be located within the terrace or parkrow area wherever
possible, midway between the sidewalk and curb. Street trees shall be of a
species acceptable to the city, and be at least two inches in diameter
(caliper) upon planting. In lieu of installing street trees, the subdivider or
condominium developer and city may agree that the city shall install street
trees, with the subdivider or condominium developer paying to the city all
costs associated with the purchase and installation of the trees, based on a
written cost estimate provided to and approved by the city.

Driveways. Where driveways are to be provided, a concrete apron from all
property lines to the pavement edge of adjacent streets shall be installed and
shall otherwise comply with the applicable requirements of the city's
municipal code.

(Ord. No. 0-7-09, 6-23-2009)





