
 

 

 

  OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a 

regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 

 

Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 

Members: 

 

 

 

 

 

TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 

Thursday, May 9, 2019 @ 5:00 p.m. 
Public Works Facility, 2439 Cty Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
Kevin Short,  Sid Boersma, Dean Tangeman, Mike Point, Nicholas Yuknis, Mitch Bergeson, City Forester 

John Kemppainen, Director Brett Hebert, and Mayor Tim Swadley 

 

Item #   CALL TO ORDER 

1 Communications 

2 Forestry Reports – April 

 

Item #   OLD BUSINESS 

3 Discussion on Wood Cycle Process 

4 Landscape Ordinance and Hazardous Tree Ordinance 

5 Website Update 

 

Item #   NEW BUSINESS 

6 Approve April 11, 2019 Minutes 

7 Resident from 116 S Van Buren St – Speak regarding  parkrow tree 

8 Elect Chair 

9 Elect Vice-Chair 

10 Future Agenda Items 

 

   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
cc:   

Mayor Tim Swadley, Council Members, Leadership Teams, City Clerk – Holly 

Licht, Sarah Monette,  Matthew Dregne, City Attorney, Robert Kardasz,  Sean 

Grady, Judi Krebs, Bill Livick, Stoughton Newspaper, WI State Journal / Capital 

Times  

 

 
         

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
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Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 


Thursday, April 11, 2019 at 5:00 PM 


Department of Public Works, 2439 County Hwy A, Stoughton 
 
Members Present:   Mitch Bergeson, Dean Tangeman, Kevin Short, Nick Yuknis, Mike Point and Sid 
Boersma 


Absent:     


Staff:   City Forester John Kemppainen and DPW Secretary Vickie Erdahl  


Call to order:  Bergeson called to order @ 5.05 PM  


 
1)   Communications: 


Kemppainen stated: 1) Tree seedlings were picked up that afternoon from the DNR (White Spruce), 2) 
Earth Day Event, Saturday April 27, 3) Private Developer is now been hired and will be working on the 
Public Works Website, 4) resident, Kayla from 116 S Van Buren St at next meeting regarding her 
parkrow tree 
Yuknis announced that he was resigning from the Commission as he purchased a home outside of the 
city limits and will no longer qualify to serve. 
Boersma stated he wasn’t sure if he would still be on the Tree Commission as the Public Works 
Committee will assign a designee at their April meeting. 
Erdahl is still trying to figure out who can answer the question regarding how the monies from the 
donation account can be spent – other than tree purchases 
 


2) January Forestry Reports:  Kemppainen stated :  


 Began tree pruning under contract with Tree Wise Men 


 Attended regional foresters meeting in Deforest 


 Assisted Utilities with multiple tree removals (utility conflicts) 


 Removed 10 trees in March from street terraces 


 Ordered trees for spring planting program 


 Began planning for road construction tree removals, residents notified of tree removals 


 Met with Cummins volunteer group to discuss installation of ash lumber boardwalk this coming 
spring 
 


Kemppainen stated that Utilities removed tress without notifying Public Works so the new Director (Jill 
Weiss) was contacted for discussion regarding the issue. Work was then done in conjunction with Utilities 
to remove a few more trees. 
 
170 trees have been ordered for the spring planting – still trying to find places for some of them. 
 
Cummins – Boardwalk location has been moved and will be constructed behind the Hospital in Amundson 
Park.  There are wetlands in this area also and still waiting for last approval on one property. 
 
Virgin Lake Pond Update – 8” pump was placed to drain the high waters (first time for this pond) and was 
pumped down.  The committee was concerned if the trees were damaged. 
 
 Sid Boersma left the meeting @ 5:40 


 


3) Discussion on Wood Cycle Process:  Kemppainen presented an updated version of the program.  
Cindy McGlynn, Senior Center Director was unclear why the woodshop and funds needed to be 
distributed to the Tree Comm. Donation Fund – it was stated that some of the wood comes from the 







 


 


milled logs which were paid for from the Tree Comm. Fund.  Committee will review the package for 
edits and discuss financial percentages at the May meeting. 


 


4) Discussion on City Website – Layout & Timeline:  Kemppainen stated in communications that Hebert 
had hired a private consultant to work on the website who also developed the website for the Opera 
House. 


 
5) Discussion / Update on Arbor Day 2019 – Tree Planting @ Elementary Schools and School 


Contacts w/student count:  Kemppainen was sorry to inform the committee that there would not be a 
large tree planting due to the bizarre weather Wisconsin was having and the ability to get a tree from the 
nursery.  Fourth Grade tree seedlings were picked up earlier today. 


 
School Distribution will be as follows: Sandhill School – Mitch Bergeson 


      Kegonsa School – John Kemppainen 


      Fox Prairie School – John Kemppainen 


      St Ann’s – Dean Tangeman 


      Members will call in when they have confirmed there times to visit the school for pickup of their trees. 
      Cummins has offered to help bag the trees again this year. 


 


6) Approval of minutes from March 7, 2019 Meeting:  Motion by Yuknis seconded by Tangeman to 
approve the minutes.  Carried 5-0 


 
 


7)  Future Agenda Items:  Website, Wood Cycle Program, Landscape Ordinance and Hazardous Tree 
Ordinance 


 
 
Motion by Tangeman seconded by Short to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 p.m.  Respectfully submitted 4/18/19, Vickie 
Erdahl - Staff  










