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  TERRACE TREATMENT POLICY  


The general scope of this policy covers the installation and maintenance of privately placed items 
within the terrace that fall within three categories.  (1)  To control and prevent erosion and (2) to 
beautify the appearance and use of the terrace for the benefit of the neighborhood and (3) to 
define the acceptable planting, tending and harvesting of edible vegetation.  


The City of Madison will not be responsible for repairing or replacing any part of privately 
owned improvements placed in the street right-of-way (ROW).  
   
Primary considerations of installations of privately owned materials placed in the terrace are:  


1.  Materials (non-plant)  


a.  All items placed in the terrace shall be easily removable to facilitate the repair and 
installation of public utilities.  


b.  Retaining walls in the terrace may be permitted by the City Engineer provided the 
existing terrace cannot be maintained due to steep slopes or provided an erosion 
problem exists.  The retaining wall shall be a minimum of 12 inches from the edge 
of walk, 2 feet from the back of curb and not restrict access to fire hydrants.  The 
plan for the retaining wall must be approved by the City Engineer who may impose 
additional requirement or may require the property owner to obtain a Privilege in 
Streets Permit.   


c.  Paving the terrace with brick, flag stone or concrete in commercial areas may be 
permitted by the City Engineer, a Terrace Permit is required.  Terrace walks in 
commercial and residential areas (private walks between the sidewalk and the 
curb) constructed of brick, concrete and flag stone are permitted, a Terrace Permit 
is required.    


d.  Concrete stairways in the terrace are not desirable, however may be permitted by 
the City Engineer in extreme situations.  The concrete stairway shall comply with 
all local state and federal regulations.  The plan for the concrete stairway must be 
approved by the City Engineer who may impose additional requirements or may 
require the property owner to obtain a Privilege in Streets Permit.  


e.  The property owner shall obtain a Terrace Permit from the City Engineer for all 
concrete paving, brick paving, flag stone paving, stairways and retaining walls 
placed in the terrace.   


 
2. Plants  


a.  The planting, pruning, cutting or removal of trees and shrubs in the terrace is not 
governed by this policy. Such actions are the responsibility of the Madison Forestry 
Section as defined by several Madison General Ordinances and requires a permit 
(MGO 10.10, 10.101, 23.21 and 23.22).  Please contact the Madison Forestry 
Section at (608) 266-4816 for more information. 


 
b.  Wire cages, stakes and strings used to support plants are allowed in the terrace but 


only during the period of the growing season.  Such materials must be removed 
from the terrace after harvest, and all such devices shall meet the requirements of 
subsection 3(e).  


c.  Under no circumstance shall any plant encroach over a sidewalk, curb or roadway 
shoulder.  No plants shall be placed within a six foot radius of a fire hydrant.  







d.  Any chemical agent, insecticide or fertilizer must be applied in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s label instructions and any State and Federal regulations where 
applicable.  


 
e.  In order to provide a clear view at intersections for all users of the traveled way an 


area within each intersection shall be kept clear of any plant over thirty (30) inches 
in height.  


 
(1) At the intersection of two (2) streets abutting a corner lot, the vision clearance 
area shall be all that area within forty (40) feet of the intersecting property lines. 
Dimensions of the vision clearance area may be reduced based on the 
recommendation of the Traffic Engineering Division.  


(2) At the intersection of a street with a private road, driveway, or alley, the vision 
clearance area shall be all that area within four (4) feet of the private road, 
driveway, or alley.   
 


f.  Per MGO 10.25(2), the owner of a residential property may plant, maintain and 
cultivate, or allow an occupant of the residential property to plant, maintain and 
cultivate, certain plants and landscaping features within the terrace adjoining the 
owner’s property.  


g.  Per MGO 10.25(2)(e), the owner or occupant responsible for the permissible 
plantings accepts full responsibility for the care and maintenance of the permissible 
plantings, and understands that permissible plantings in the terrace are made at 
their own risk, and that they may be removed at any time by the City without 
compensation.  The owner or occupant seeking to place permissible plantings in 
the terrace is responsible for contacting Digger’s Hotline to identify and mark any 
underground utilities prior to digging within the right-of-way.  


h.  Per MGO 10.25(2)(f), Prior to performing any public works project that may threaten 
any permissible planting, the City shall attempt to notify property owners and 
occupants of the City’s plans in order to give the owner or occupant sufficient time 
to relocate the plantings (for example, public works projects such as street 
reconstruction, utility work, tree removal and/or replacement). This notification 
provision shall not apply in emergency situations or where such notice is not 
practicable.  


 
3. Public Safety  


 


a.  Materials shall not create pedestrian hazards, puncture or cutting potential or 
project to cause bodily or vehicular harm or damage.  Sharp corners and edges or 
materials shall be rounded or beveled.  


b.  Plantings placed in the terrace within any vision area as defined in 3(e) shall not 
exceed a height of thirty (30) inches.  


c.  Per MGO 10.25(2)(d)(1.), approved plantings and landscaping features shall be 
maintained in a safe and orderly manner, free of any unapproved planting or 
landscaping feature and in the areas allowed under the terrace treatment policy.  


d.  Per MGO 10.25(2)(d)(2.), under no circumstances shall an approved planting or 
landscaping feature obstruct or endanger the public’s use of a roadway, sidewalk or 
other multi-use path, and all approved plantings and landscaping features shall be 
maintained so as not to interfere with the public’s right of travel over these areas, or 
the visibility required to exit private driveways.  


 







Pursuant to MGO 10.25(2)(c) this policy was approved by the Board of Public Works on April 23, 
2014 after consultation with the Food Policy Council on April 2, 2014.  


The City Engineer in consultation with the Food and Alcohol Policy Coordinator shall modify this 
policy as necessary in order to accommodate any changes in the City Ordinances or State law.  








 
City of Stoughton, 207 S. Forrest Street, Stoughton WI  53589 


 


 


RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 


 
Sidewalk Installation Policy for the City of Stoughton 


  


 
Fiscal Impact: $0 


 
File Number: 


 
R-72-2020 


 
Date Introduced: 


 
April 28, 2020 


 
WHEREAS, the T long-term goal of the City of Stoughton is to install new sidewalks on both sides of 


every street, including cul-de-sacs. This policy attempts to prioritize the installation of new sidewalks 


consistent with the goals of the City, and 


 


WHEREAS, the City of Stoughton has created a Sidewalk Installation Policy to guide sidewalk 


installation, and 


 


WHEREAS, proposed changes to the Sidewalk Installation Policy has been reviewed by the Public Works 


Committee and recommends changes to the Policy; now therefore 


 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Stoughton hereby supports and approves the 


updated Sidewalk Installation Plan and Policy. 


 


Council Action:         Adopted     Failed Vote     


 


 


Mayoral Action:        Accept     Veto  


 


                                             


Tim Swadley, Mayor    Date 
 


 


Council Action:           Override  Vote     
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SIDEWALK INSTALLATION PLAN & POLICY 


2/20/2020  Draft – Public Works Committee 


I. PREAMBLE 


This policy has been implemented to promote pedestrian safety in the City of Stoughton, primarily 


for children to and from school and to facilitate exercise walking. 


II. POLICY STATEMENT 


The long-term goal of the City of Stoughton is to install new sidewalks on both sides of every 


street, including cul de sacscul-de-sacs. This policy attempts to prioritize the installation of new 


sidewalks consistent with the goals of the City. During design, special construction issues may be 


identified that may warrant special consideration.  In those situations, the Common Council may 


approve a deviation from the strict adherence to this Policy. 


III. ORDINANCE REGULATIONS 


A. Ord. 10-2 (a)(6)(c) – Requires sidewalks to be installed on vacant lots at the time 


of development prior to occupancy of the building. 


B. Ord. 66-95 -706 – Requires all new subdivisions to have new sidewalks installed 


on both sides of every street including new subdivisions. 


I V .  POL IC Y  


A. Both sides of all streets undergoing major reconstruction (i.e. curb and gutter). 


B. Small sections of local level streets that may be needed to connect existing sections 


of sidewalk where pedestrian safety needs to be improved or pedestrian volumes 


are significant. 


C. South and East sides of all collector traffic level streets within the City limits; or 


the opposite sides if they will connect existing logical sections of sidewalks. 


D. South and East sides of all local traffic level streets within the City limits; or the 


opposite sides if they will connect existing logical sections of sidewalks. 


E. North and West sides of all collector traffic level streets within the City limits; or 


the opposite sides if they will connect existing logical sections of sidewalks. 


F. North and West sides of all local traffic level streets within the City limits; or the 


opposite sides if they will connect existing logical sections of sidewalks. 


G. Repairs to existing sidewalks will continue consistent with our replacement 


program based on annual funding. 


V. COLLECTOR STREETS 


North-South collector streets (as defined in Master Plan) include: King Street, Lincoln Avenue, 


Van Buren Street, Kingslynn Kings Lynn Road, Page Street, Division Street, Fourth Street, Hoel 


Avenue, Veterans Road, Racetrack Road, Oak Opening Drive, Johnson Street, and Academy 


Street. East-West collector streets include: Main Street, Hamilton Street, Greig Trail, Kreideman 


Drive, Wilson Street, Milwaukee Street, Roby Road, Jackson Street, Forton Street, Jefferson 


Street, South Street, and Academy Street. 







ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL: October 13, 1997 
S:\Clerks Office\Policies Procedures and Emergency Plans\SIDEWALK INSTALL.docx 
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Public Works Committee  
Thursday, April 16, 2020 
(Virtual Meeting from Home Sites) 
 
Members Present:  Alderpersons Matt Bartlett, Lisa Reeves, Sid Boersma, and Mayor Swadley 


Absent/Excused:  Tom Majewski 


Staff:  Public Works Director Brett Hebert, Planning Director Rodney Scheel and Vickie Erdahl 
 
Guests:   
 
Call to Order:  Bartlett called the meeting to order @ 6:04 PM 


1) Communications:   Hebert reported:  


• TDS has started their work. Restoration work has been following the bore work within 
days. 


• An extra brush collection was added the week of April 13 
• Leaf collection has been extended with the final pick up the week of May 3rd 
• Yard Waste site will open on Saturday, April 25th. Stickers will be sold at the site and 


changes in protocol will be in place 
• Public Works Facility will remain closed until May 26th or when the Safer at Home 


order is lifted. 
• Crack filling of various streets within the city is nearly completed 


 
Boersma discussed concerns regarding road and sidewalk issues on Monroe St. This project 
is under warranty and repairs will be done in the spring of 2020. 


  
2)    Approve February 20, 2020 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Reeves seconded by Boersma to 
 approve the minutes.  Motion carried 3-0. 


Old Business: 


 


3) Review and Possible Action to Consider Revisions to the Sidewalk Policy: 


 Scheel stated that requested language changes from the February meeting were incorporated 
 plus in Section V additional streets were added as collector streets. 
Motion by Boersma, seconded by Reeves to recommend to the Common Council to approve 
the language amendments and street additions to the Sidewalk Plan and Installation Policy.  
Motion carried 3-0. 
 
New Business: 
 
4)    Overview of Stoughton Public Works Flood Preparedness:   
  


Hebert reviewed the plan with the committee stating that areas with a greater risk have been 
identified and monitored including the dam. The dam has alarms that alert staff directly and we 
have Mutual Aid Partners in place. 


 







 
  
5) Discussion and Consideration to Provide an Additional E-Waste Dumpster at the Yard 


Waste Site: Hebert was requested to consider placing a 12-yard dumpster at the Yard Waste 
site for electronics. This would give residents an option if unable to come to the Public Works 
Facility, but, if busy at the site it would be challenging to do both jobs. 


 Hebert stated that’s Johns Disposal is willing to electronics with the bulk-on-call pickup for 
fifty cents a month per resident but does not solve the issue for residents/entities who do not 
have Johns Disposal which would still need a place to recycle. 


 Motion by Boersma, seconded by Reeves to postpone this discussion to the May meeting. 
 


6) Discussion on Allowing Plantings in the ROW:   Alder Ligocki requested Hebert to look into 
City Ordinances pertaining to plantings in the Right-of-Way.  The City of Stoughton Ordinance 
64-9-Street and Right-of-Way Use and 58-10 –Public Nuisance Affecting Peace and Safety 
were provided along with Madison’s Plantings in ROW Ordinance.   


 Committee concerns were how and who would enforce, vision triangle issues and what can and 
can’t be planted – it’s always a question what is considered “nice” {eye of the beholder} 
situation.  


 Hebert is looking for suggestions. The committee was asked to take photos of plantings in 
ROW that they see to include in the packet. 


 
Future Agenda Item    


 
7) Discussion and Approval of the City of Stoughton Small Cell Ordinance and Application 


Form:  Scheel created Chapter 63 to address Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in the 
Right-of-Way. 
 
This ordinance was created to protect the city for antenna(s) or device(s) being placed in the 
city’s right-of-ways. The City has little authority as these companies are under the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) regulations.  The companies have guidelines for 
strategically placing their hardware.  Stoughton Utilities are separate from this ordinance as they 
have pool agreements the companies would have to follow. 
 


Motion by Boersma, seconded by Reeves to recommend to the Common Council to approve   
the creation of Chapter 63, Relating to Wireless Telecommunication Facilities in the Right-of-
Way.  Motion carried 3-0. 


 
8) Overview of the Public Works COVID-19 Protocol:  Hebert discussed the COVID-19 for the 


Public Works that is currently in place.  Committee approved and questioned if there was any 
consideration for taking temperatures. Committee was wondering about our parks – Hebert 
stated the structures were currently closed and with the new order from the Governor the trails 
will be open, however, the splash pad will remain closed.  This, of course, will impact the level 
of staffing for the summer. On a side note a new structure is being installed @ Lowell Park in 
June. 


 
9) Future Agenda Items:   Planting in ROW, Dumpster @ YW Site 
 







 
 Moved by Boersma seconded by Reeves to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 pm.  Motion 


carried 43-0.  Respectfully submitted by Vickie Erdahl 








120-277V


EX39 MOGUL


80+ >50,000
L70


MODEL # UPC REPLACES W LUMENS LPW CCT (K)


LED-8144M50-A 844006083205 Up to 175W 30W 4350


145 5000KLED-8145M50-A 844006083045 Up to 250W 45W 6525


LED-8146M50-A 844006083106 Up to 320W 65W 9425


-40°–122°F


LED-8144M50-A


LED-8145M50-A


LED-8146M50-A


844006083205


844006083045


844006083106


Up to 175W


Up to 250W


Up to 320W


30W


45W


65W


4350


6525


9425


5000K


5000K


5000K


EX39


EX39


EX39


PABECGKY


PPWI1H3Z


P9SCIPNG


 PART #  UPC REPLACES WATTAGE LUMENS  CCT (K)* BASE  DLC PRODUCT CODE  


 FOR PRODUCT INFO (“LED” MODEL #) CONTACT...........................................................Light Efficient Design • 188 S. Northwest Highway • Cary, IL 60013 • 847.380.3540 • led-llc.com
 FOR PRODUCT INFO (“RP” MODEL #) CONTACT...............RemPhos by Light Efficient Design • 30 Log Bridge Road, Building 200 • Middleton, MA 01949 • 877.997.3674 • remphos.com


10.23.18 Information is subject to change without notice.


* See page 2 for additional color temperatures.


** See page 2 for 347 volt options for Canada.







MODEL # UPC REPLACES W LUMENS LPW CCT (K)


LED-8144M30-A 844006083182


Up to 175W HID 30W


4050 135 3000K


LED-8144M40-A 844006083199 4350 145 4000K


LED-8144M57-A 844006083205 4350 145 5000K


LED-8145M30-A 844006083021


Up to 250W HID 45W


6075 135 3000K


LED-8145M40-A 844006083038 6525 145 4000K


LED-8145M50-A 844006083045 6525 145 5000K


LED-8146M30-A 844006083083


Up to 320W HID 65W


8775 135 3000K


LED-8146M40-A 844006083090 9425 145 4000K


LED-8146M50-A 844006083106 9425 145 5000K


 CANADA 347V


LED-8144M30C-A 844006083212


Up to 175W HID 30W


4050 135 3000K


LED-8144M40C-A 844006083229 4350 145 4000K


LED-8144M50C-A 844006083236 4350 145 5000K


LED-8145M30C-A 844006083052


Up to 250W HID 45W


6075 135 3000K


LED-8145M40C-A 844006083069 6525 145 4000K


LED-8145M50C-A 844006083076 6525 145 5000K


LED-8146M30C-A 844006083113


Up to 320W HID 65W


8775 135 3000K


LED-8146M40C-A 844006083120 9425 145 4000K


LED-8146M50C-A 844006083137 9425 145 5000K


5.7”


7.9”


11.4”


ORDERING GUIDE
 PART #  UPC  REPLACES WATTAGE LUMENS CCT (K) BASE  DLC PRODUCT CODE


LED-8144M30-A
LED-8144M40-A
LED-8144M50-A
LED-8145M30-A
LED-8145M40-A
LED-8145M50-A
LED-8146M30-A
LED-8146M40-A
LED-8146M50-A


844006083182
844006083199
844006083205
844006083021
844006083038
844006083045
844006083083
844006083090
844006083106


Up to 175W HID
Up to 175W HID
Up to 175W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 320W HID
Up to 320W HID
Up to 320W HID


30W
30W
30W
45W
45W
45W
65W
65W
65W


4050
4350
4350
6075
6525
6525
8775
9425
9425


3000K
4000K
5000K
3000K
4000K
5000K
3000K
4000K
5000K


EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39


PYCD9P94
PG5CIG3I
PABECGKY
PDDM9MKE
P2CZ4A2G
PPWI1H3Z
PELYMZBB
PDKH4UY8
P9SCIPNG


 PART #  UPC  REPLACES WATTAGE LUMENS CCT (K) BASE  DLC PRODUCT CODE


LED-8144M30C-A
LED-8144M40C-A
LED-8144M50C-A
LED-8145M30C-A
LED-8145M40C-A
LED-8145M50C-A
LED-8146M30C-A
LED-8146M40C-A
LED-8146M50C-A


844006083212
844006083229
844006083236
844006083052
844006083069
844006083076
844006083113
844006083120
844006083137


Up to 175W HID
Up to 175W HID
Up to 175W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 250W HID
Up to 320W HID
Up to 320W HID
Up to 320W HID


30W
30W
30W
45W
45W
45W
65W
65W
65W


4050
4350
4350
6075
6525
6525
8775
9425
9425


3000K
4000K
5000K
3000K
4000K
5000K
3000K
4000K
5000K


EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39
EX39


P3UFXV1M
PQ0E1A04
PSHCOZ6Z
P0THH81G
PWEVL575
P948P0QZ
PGF1448Y
PX2M2R6J
PMY7278I


347 VOLT OPTIONS FOR CANADA


 FOR PRODUCT INFO (“LED” MODEL #) CONTACT...........................................................Light Efficient Design • 188 S. Northwest Highway • Cary, IL 60013 • 847.380.3540 • led-llc.com
 FOR PRODUCT INFO (“RP” MODEL #) CONTACT...............RemPhos by Light Efficient Design • 30 Log Bridge Road, Building 200 • Middleton, MA 01949 • 877.997.3674 • remphos.com


10.23.18 Information is subject to change without notice.












           
           
           
           
           
           
           


            
            
  


Date: March 13, 2020 
 
To: Public Works Committee 
 
From: Brett Hebert, Director of Public Works 
 
Subject: E-Waste Collection at Yard Waste Site Options 
 
 
Options 


- Roll-off at Yard Waste Site (Start with a 12 yard with an open door) 
Pros 


o Residents would have another options to drop off electronics outside of our regular 
business hours at the Public Works Department. 


 


Cons 


o The attendant would need to handle e-waste and yard waste.  Depending on volume, this 
may be challenging. 


o  Handling more cash at the site 
o Some of these TV’s are large.  Currently, the attendant can only lift up to 50 pounds. 


 


- E-waste recycling at curb as part of Bulk Collection Program (extra $.50 per month) 
(Up to one TV per month) 


Pros     


o E-waste can be disposed of at the curb using the bulk-on-call system 
o The cost is relatively low a $6 per year if you use the service 
o We may be able to eliminate the drop off site at the Public Works Facility if E-waste is 


collected curbside.   This may reduce, but wouldn’t eliminate the abuse from other 
surrounding communities.  Still need to consider churches, businesses and schools not on 
the John’s program. 
 


  Cons 


o The cost of this program would not make sense if the property owner down not use the 
service. 


o This does not include those entities that are not on the John’s Disposal program such as 
schools, churches, apartment building over four units, businesses.  


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
2439 County Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-8684   Office 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 







At this time, my recommendation would be to try a smaller 12-yard E-waste dumpster at the yard-waste site 
and reevaluate the program in June. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Hebert 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








 


OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will 
hold a regular Public Works Meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 


 


Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 
 
 
 
 
 
Members: 


Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton  
Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 6:00 pm 
Virtual Meeting 


 Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/656336525  
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122  
Access Code: 656-336-525  


 
 Tom Majewski, Sid Boersma, Lisa Reeves, Fred Hundt, Mayor Tim Swadley 


Item #   CALL TO ORDER 
1. Communications  
2. Approve Minutes of the April 16, 2020 Meeting 


Item #   OLD BUSINESS         
3. Discussion and Possible Approval to Provide an Additional E-Waste Dumpster at the Yard Waste 


Site or to Consider Alternative Curbside Collection Through John’s Disposal 
4. Discussion and Possible Approval of an Ordinance Change to Allow Certain Plantings in the 


Right-of-Way 
5. Discussion and Possible Action on Language Revision to the Sidewalk Policy  


Item #   NEW BUSINESS 
6. Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Public Works Committee 
7. Downtown Construction Signage Review 
8. Review of Downtown Wayfinding and Parking Signage 
9. Downtown LED Lighting Update  
10. Future Agenda Items 


      9.     Adjourn  
    


   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
 
cc: Council Members, City Leadership Team, City Attorney Matthew P. Dregne, 


Library Administrative Assistant Sarah Monette, City Clerk Holly Licht, Tim Onsager 
Stoughton School District, Judi Krebs, stoughtonreporter@wcinet.com,  
stoughtoneditor@wcinet.com , Stoughton Newspaper/WI State Journal/Capital Times 
 
 


NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 



https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/656336525

mailto:stughtonreporter@wcinet.com

mailto:stoughtoneditor@wcinet.com






           
           
           
           
           
           
           


            
            
  


Date: March 13, 2020 
 
To: Public Works Committee 
 
From: Brett Hebert, Director of Public Works 
 
Subject: Plantings in the ROW   
 
At the last Public Works Committee meeting I was asked to look into ordinances to allow planting in the Right-
of-Way (ROW).  Ultimately, this is a policy decision that will need to be made by the Committee and then 
Council. Below is our current ordinance that applies to plantings in the ROW and I also included a sample 
ordinance that allows for plantings in the ROW from Madison.  I look forward to the discussion at our next 
meeting involving the pros and cons of allowing plantings in the ROW. 
 


Current City of Stoughton Pertinent Ordinances 
 
Ordinance 64-9 Street and Right-of-Way Use 
(g) Private property in street rights-of-way.  


(1) Private property adjacent to streets, in street rights-of-way, is permitted as follows: 
(2)  Permit required. A permit from the street superintendent shall be required for the following:  


Any structure, installation or construction adjacent to the street, in the public right-of-way or park row, of 
private property for longer than 90 consecutive days (is this something we should revisit), such as lamp posts, 
hitching posts, benches, sculpture or other art, decoration or improvement. 
  
Sec. 58-10 – Public Nuisance Affecting Peace and Safety 


58-10(4) Obstruction of intersections. All trees, hedges, billboards or other obstructions which prevent 
persons driving vehicles on public streets, alleys or highways from obtaining a clear view of traffic when 
approaching an intersection or pedestrian crosswalk.  


 


Things to consider: 


- Do we have an issue with green space on private property to plant gardens?  Many urban areas 
allow the use of the terrace area for planting because there is no usable green space on private 
property.   


- The right of way is dedicated to the public.  This area is subject to road construction/repair, 
underground infrastructure installation and repair, and other public maintenance within the right of 
way. 


CITY OF STOUGHTON 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
2439 County Rd A, Stoughton, WI  53589 
(608) 877-8684   Office 
(608) 877-8387   Fax 
 


BRETT HEBERT 
Director of Public Works 
BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us 







City of Stoughton Plantings in the ROW Ordinance - DRAFT 


Sec. ___ PLANTINGS IN THE TERRACES. 


 
 (1) Purpose.  To establish criteria for private plantings and landscaping features within the terrace portion of 
the public right-of-way. This ordinance will allow for the permissive use of the terrace without the need for 
additional permits, provided such use does not interfere with the public's use of the space. Uses inconsistent 
with this Section may be subject to penalty hereunder, or may require approval under other Sections of 
these Ordinance. Uses consistent with this Section are an exception to the privilege in street requirements 
under Section 64-9 and Section 58-10 as they are being permitted by general ordinance affecting the whole 
public as allowed for under Wis. Stat. § 66.0425(1).  
 
(2) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:  


(a) "Occupant" is any person who legally resides in a residential property immediately adjacent to a 
terrace, including any individual condominium owner within a condominium development.  


(b) "Owner" is the person who has legal title to a property immediately adjacent to a terrace, and, 
for multi-unit properties, includes condominium associations.  


(c) "Permissible plantings" are those plants, other than trees and shrubs, and landscape features that 
have been deemed permissible plantings under subsection (3).  


(d) "Terrace" is that portion of the public right-of-way in between the curb or road-way and the 
adjoining lot line, whether or not the area is occupied by a sidewalk or multi-use path.  
 
(3) Permissible Plantings. The owner of a property may plant, maintain and cultivate, or allow an occupant or 
tenant of the property to plant, maintain and cultivate, certain plants and landscaping features within the 
terrace adjoining the owner's property if said plantings and landscaping features are consistent with the 
requirements of this subsection. Plantings may not include any trees or shrubs, the planting of which are 
subject to Section 64-14 of the City of Stoughton Code of Ordinances. Plantings and landscape features are 
permissible plantings under this subsection if the following conditions are met:  


(a) Approved Plantings. Any non-woody plantings that are commonly found in vegetable gardens, 
flower gardens or landscaping are allowed. Any plant species that are deemed invasive and regulated under 
Wis. Admin. Code ch. NR 40, or elsewhere in these ordinances, are not allowed.  


(b) Landscaping Features. Landscaping features meant to protect approved plantings, such as mulch, 
small rocks or other similar features, shall be allowed provided the materials are stable, do not create any 
potential public safety hazard, and are easily removable. Temporary wire fencing, lattices, vegetable cages 
and the like, are permissible landscaping features if necessary to assist the establishment of approved 
plantings, but must be removed at the end of the growing season. Specific criteria for these items shall be 
included in the terrace treatment policy provided for in sub. (c) below. Pots, concrete planters, irrigation 
equipment and the like, are not landscaping features subject to this subdivision, but rather are 
encroachments subject to the privileges in street ordinance in Section 64-9(g) (we will need to add language 
in this section to allow this), except that raised planting beds are permissible as long as they are a minimum 
of twenty-four (24) inches from the back of the curb, driveway aprons and sidewalks.  It is understood that 
the terrace area is dedicated to the public and should the need arise to maintain infrastructure within the 
right of way, removes of plantings, at no cost to the city or any other utility therein, may be necessary.  


(c) Terrace Treatment Policy (See Madison’s Policy.  I think it could be used as a template for ours). 
To ensure public safety and access to public facilities, a terrace treatment policy was created to that 
describes the following:  


1. Where on terraces and which terraces approved plantings and landscaping features may 
be placed;  


2. How high they are allowed to be maintained;  







3. Criteria for more permanent features, such as low retaining walls, steps, and other 
incidental items when those items are necessary due to steep grades within the terrace;  


4. Criteria for raised planting beds, including permissible features, materials, and locations; 
and,  


5. Standards for the use of chemical agents such as insecticides or fertilizers.  


 


 (d) Maintenance of Approved Plantings and Landscaping Features.  
1. Approved plantings and landscaping features shall be maintained in a safe and orderly 


manner, free of any unapproved planting or landscaping feature and in the areas allowed under the 
terrace treatment policy.  


2. Under no circumstances shall an approved planting or landscaping feature obstruct or 
endanger the public's use of a roadway, sidewalk or other multi-use path, and all approved plantings 
and landscaping features shall be maintained so as not to interfere with the public's right of travel 
over these areas, or the visibility required to exit private driveways.  


(e) Responsibility. The owner or occupant responsible for the permissible plantings 
accepts full responsibility for the care and maintenance of the permissible plantings, and 
understands that permissible plantings in the terrace are made at their own risk, and that 
they may be removed at any time by the City without compensation. The owner or occupant 
seeking to place permissible plantings in the terrace is responsible for contacting Digger's 
Hotline to identify and mark any underground utilities prior to digging within the right-of-
way.  


(f) Removal. Prior to performing any public works project that may threaten any 
permissible planting, the City shall attempt to notify property owners and occupants of the 
City's plans in order to give the owner or occupant sufficient time to relocate the plantings. 
This notification provision shall not apply in emergency situations or where such notice is not 
practicable.  


(4) Planting of Shrubbery on Terraces Prohibited (I think this section should be removed, we really 
don’t want any shrubs planted in the terrace). Except for permissible plantings made under sub. (3), no 
person shall plant or maintain or cause to be planted or maintained on any terrace between the sidewalk 
and curb on any street in the City of Stoughton any plant or shrub in excess of thirty (30) inches in height or 
within a distance of twenty-four (24) inches from the back of the curb unless necessary to control erosion of 
the soil.  


Any plants or shrubbery planted or maintained on any terrace contrary to the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be removed. The enforcement of this ordinance shall be under the supervision of the Public Works 
Department, Planning Department and Police Department.  


Upon default of any person ordered to remove said plants or shrubbery, the Public Works Department, 
Planning Department or Police Department may cause said plants or shrubbery to be removed. If the property 
owner fails to remove the planting in a reasonable amount of time given by one or more of the above 
departments, the cost of removal shall be assessed against the lot adjoining the terrace upon which the plants 
or shrubbery were located. Prosecution under this section shall not bar the City from causing the plants or 
shrubbery to be removed, nor shall the City's removal of the plants or shrubbery bar prosecution hereunder.  


 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Brett Hebert 
Director of Public Works 








 


 


 


East Phase Downtown Signage – East of Forrest to East of Fifth (Signs Would be 30”x 30”) 
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Middle Phase Downtown Signage – East of Water to East of Forrest 
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