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CITY OF STOUGHTON BRETT HEBERT

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT Director of Public Works
515 South Fourth Street, Stoughton, W1 53589 BHebert@ci.stoughton.wi.us
(608) 877-6303 Ext. 622

(608) 877-8387 Fax
www.cityofstoughton.com

To: Brett Hebert
From: John Kemppainen
Date: 10/05/2020

Re: September Forestry Activities Report

e Located planting sites for fall tree planting. A total of 121 trees will be planted this fall.

e Work continues in Amundson Park to remove ash trees.

¢ | met with Stoughton resident Don Rorvig to discuss log donations to the Stoughton
Oseberg Wagon project. The Tree Commission has donated some lumber already but
the project needs additional pieces to complete the work.

e | will be a presenter for the Urban Wood Network’s National Urban Wood Academy,
which will take place on November 20, 2020. This event will be virtual, originally was
planned to take place in Louisville, KY as part of the Arbor Day Foundation annual
conference.

e | met with the DNR to discuss upcoming research project looking at tree root/sidewalk
conflicts. Multiple sites have been included as potential locations for the study but
sidewalk repair funding is still unknown for 2021. The study will look at different
treatment methods to address roots which are affecting hardscape infrastructure.

e Submitted an application for an Urban Forestry grant through the DNR. This grant
application was submitted on behalf of the Tree Commission to complete a private
property tree planting initiative in response to ash trees lost to EAB.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Kemppainen, C.A.
City Forester






OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a
regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below.

TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Meeting of the:
Date /Time: Thursday, October 8, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m.
Location: This meeting will be Held Virtual
Members: Please join the meeting from your computer, laptop or smartphone.
Meet.google.com/xrs-ckwy-tuu
Kevin Short, Dean Tangeman, Mike Point, Mitch Bergeson, Jim Fitzgibbon, Alder Fred Hundt, City
Forester John Kemppainen, Director Brett Hebert, and Mayor Tim Swadley
Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Communications
2 Approve September 10, 2020 Minutes
3 Forestry Reports — September 2020
Item # OLD BUSINESS
4 Discussion on Zoning / Landscape Ordinance
Item # NEW BUSINESS
5 Discussion on Tree Application and Criteria
6 Future Agenda Items

ADJOURNMENT

Ccc:

Mayor Tim Swadley, Council Members, Leadership Teams, City Clerk — Holly
Licht, Sarah Monette, Matthew Dregne, City Attorney, Sean Grady, Judi Krebs,
stoughtonreporter@wecinet.com stoughtoneditor@wecinet.com

WI State Journal / Capital Times

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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Tree Commission Meeting Minutes
Thursday September 10, 2020 @ 5:00 PM
Public Works Facility, 2439 Cty Rd, Stoughton, WI

Members Present: Mitch Bergeson, Mike Point, Kevin Short, Jim Fitzgibbon and Fred Hundt

Absent & Excused: Dean Tangeman

Staff: City Forester John Kemppainen and Admin Asst. Vickie Erdahl
Guest:

Call to order: Bergeson called to order @ 5:03 PM

1) Communications:

Short stated that the WI Arborist Assc. Winter Conference was going to be done virtual but was unsure of
the pricing for each webinar.

Hundt (the new council report) so introductions were made as this was the first meeting for him.
Kemppainen stated he purchased 130 trees for the fall planting

Committee decided to try a virtual meeting for October

2) Approval of minutes from June 11, 2020 Meeting: Motion by Short, seconded by Hundt to approve
the minutes. Carried 5-0.

3) Forestry Reports: Kemppainen stated:

June:

e Tree planting was completed in June. Both nurseries (Arthur Weiler Nursery and McKay Nursery)
performed well and will continue to be utilized as long as prices stay fair.

e Tree protection was installed for road construction projects throughout town.

e Tree removals were conducted in preparation for road construction. Approximately 35 trees were
removed as well as some shrubs and overgrown natural areas in Bjoin Park neighborhood.

e Tree inventory updates were started in Zone 3. This work will continue throughout summer as it takes
many hours to walk the streets and measure every tree/perform inspections and update information.

e [ was voted in to continue serving on the steering committee for Wisconsin Urban Wood

July:
e Updated tree inventory in GIS for Zones 3 & 4.

e Trimmed suckers and water sprouts off dozens of young trees in street terraces.

e Sanitary sewer project in Bjoin Park was completed. Preparations have begun for replanting trees in
park and on private property which were removed for the project.

e Road construction projects were monitored for tree protection and corrections were made on a couple of
occasions.

¢ Amundson Park Disc Golf course and surrounding trails were inspected for dead/dying ash trees. A
total of 233 ash trees were marked for removal during the month of August. Jims Tree Service will
conduct the removals.

e Removed several dead oak trees from Bjoin Park (northern section). Sample sent to UW plant clinic last
year came back negative for oak wilt. Did not send additional samples this year.





e Agreed to take part in a research project regarding tree roots and sidewalk replacement as part of a DNR
research grant. Details will be forthcoming.

August:

e [visited McKay Nursery to select trees for the fall planting program. At this I have ordered 116 trees,
more may be purchased based on need.

e Work began in Amundson Park to remove ash trees. Jim’s Tree Service will complete this work
sometime in September.

e [ assisted with the brush collection program in August

e The Forestry intern completed her summer term with the city in August. She was very helpful with all
aspects of the Forestry program.

e [ met with the DNR and agreed to take part in a research project looking at tree root/sidewalk conflicts.
The study will look at different treatment methods to address roots which are affecting hardscape
infrastructure.

e Multiple private ash trees were condemned in July and August.

4) Discussion and possible action on a DNR Grant: Bergeson submitted a completed application for the
2021 grant to the committee for review. Kemppainen drafted a resolution to submit which is part of the
application.

The title of our project is “Canopy Restoration”. Since this a matching 50/50 grant monies will be spent
from the Tre Commission Donation Account and then this same account will be reimbursed when the
project is completed, if the Commission receives the grant.

Kemppainen stated that the gravel bed has been installed at the Public Works Facility. The bed will be
able to hold 40 bare-root trees which will be planted in the spring of 2021. In the fall of 2021 trees will
then be provided to city residents.

Criteria(s) and a form will be established so applications can be processed.

The committee after reviewing the application, decided that 40 (forty) trees instead of 30 (thirty) should be
purchased and the volunteer hours for John Kemppainen be increased from 4 (four) to 16 hrs. and the
volunteer(s) hours to 8 hrs.

Motion by Short, seconded by Hundt to modify the application with above listed changes, then
forward the Grant to the Public Works Committee for review and approval. Motion carried 5-0.

Office staff will then prepare and submit the package to the DNR. The deadline to apply is October 1,
2020.

5) Future Agenda Items: Landscape / Zoning Ordinance Review, Tree application criteria / form

Motion by Hundt seconded by Short to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 p.m. Respectfully submitted 9/14/2020, Vickie Erdahl -
Staff





