
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the Parks and Recreation Committee of the City of Stoughton,
Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location
given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

CC:

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Wednesday, August 24, 2016 @ 4:30 PM
East Park (225 S. Lynn St., Stoughton WI 53589)
Regina Hirsch, Dennis Kittleson, Tom Selsor, Paul Lawrence, Donna Olson

Attorney Matt Dregne, Department Heads, Stoughton Newspapers,
Debbie Blaney, John Halverson, Sarah Monette, John Lewis,
oregonobserver@wcinet.com, Council Members

* Note-For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall building (including the elevator
door) will be locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the
entrance on the east side of City Hall (the planning department door). If you are physically
challenged and are in need of the elevator or other assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30
p.m.
Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Call to Order
2 Approval of Minutes from July 20, 2016
3 Communications

Item # OLD BUSINESS

Item # NEW BUSINESS
4 Division St. Park Project Contract
5 Amundson Park Trail Agreement with Skaalen
6 Bike Lanes on Kings Lynn
7 Rotary Park Improvements
8 Parkland Use Review

Westview Ridge Park
East Park
Bjoin Park
Veteran’s Park

9 Future Agenda Items
10 Tour of Lowell Park Wooded Area (Time Permitting)

Item # ADJOURNMENT
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday July 20, 2016
5:30 PM
Ed Overland Room


Present: Alderpersons: Dennis Kittelson, Regina Hirsch, Paul Lawrence, Tom Selsor, and Parks
and Recreation Director Tom Lynch
Guests:


1. Call to Order


2. Approval of the Minutes from April 27, 2016
Motion by Lawrence, seconded by Hirsch, to approve the minutes of June 22, 2016 with changes.
Motion carried 4-0.


3. Communications
Lawrence shared that the Rotary Club received a $5000 grant to go with $8000 of their own for
improvements at Rotary Park.


Lynch congratulated John Halverson on his new position as Street Foreman.


Old Business


4. Division St. Park Update
Bids were being accepted with an opening scheduled for July 21. We are looking to award the
project at the 1st Council meeting in August.


New Business


5. Norse View Heights Parkland
AJ Arnett outlined his plans for trails in the Norse View Heights development. The committee
liked the trails for their connectivity to other parts of the trail system as well as the trail from
Madison.


Motion by Hirsch, seconded by Lawrence, to recommend to Council approval of the proposed
park plan for the Norse View Heights development. Motion carried 4-0.


6. Norse Park Shelter Plan
John Halverson talked about renovating the Norse Park Shelter with new restrooms, an extended
overhang and new stone siding. This would be a consolation choice to re-building the entire
shelter. Staff will work on the details for a future meeting.


7. Nordic Ridge Preliminary Park
The committee looked at a preliminary park proposal supplied by Bob Dvorak containing a large
shelter, playground, splash pad, hard court and soccer field. The plan will cost more than the
developer fees will cover so this discussion will continue. The committee was favorable to the
proposal.


8. Park Improvement Responsibilities
Lynch summarized a change in playground replacement responsibilities resulting from a meeting
with Brett Herbert and John Halverson. Since 1982, Park Maintenance handled the budgeting
and replacement of playground equipment. Going forward. Parks Maintenance will evaluate and
recommend change out dates to be placed in the CIP by the Parks and Recreation Director.







9. Amundson Park Trail Easements
Lynch presented two approved easements that permit the construction of an extension of the
Amundson Trail behind Skaalen Home and Stoughton Hospital. The easements have been
reviewed and approved by Attorney Dregne.


Motion by Hirsch, seconded by Kittleson, to recommend to Council the approve easements with
Stoughton Hospital and Skaalen Sunset Home for access to expand the Amundson Trail across
their properties. Motion carried 4-0.


10. Parkland Use Review
Tabled until next meeting


11. Lowell Park Tree Stand
Selsor talked to the committee about a request from the Public Works Chair for a joint meeting
with Public Works and the Tree Commission. The request did not specify the subject of the
meeting but it was clarified later to be about the tree stand in Lowell Park. The committee felt that
requests for additional meetings should be made formally with the chair of that committee. The
committee also offered to discuss tree stand at its next scheduled meeting if there is a request.


John Halverson would share the committee’s feelings with his supervisor.


12. Future Agenda Items
Project Updates
Current park use and design
Nordic Ridge Parkland
Norse View Heights Parkland
Norse Park Shelter


13. Adjournment
Motion made by Selsor, seconded by Hirsch to adjourn at 7:10. Motion passed 3-0.








CITY OF STOUGHTON RODNEY J. SCHEEL


DEPARTMENT OF DIRECTOR


PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
381 East Main Street, Stoughton, WI. 53589


(608) 873-6619 www.ci.stoughton.wi.us


Date: August 15, 2016


To: Michael Engelberger
Public Safety Committee


From: Rodney J. Scheel
Director of Planning & Development


Subject: Bike Lanes on Kings Lynn Road


As you are aware, the City recently reconstructed (spot curb and gutter replacement, spot
sidewalk and accessible ramp replacement, installed traffic calming islands, pulverized and
repaved) Kings Lynn Road from Jackson Street to Felland Street. Part of this project includes
restriping the centerline, on-street bike lanes and shared parking/bike lanes. At the end of July,
Chief Leck received a petition requesting consideration to allow on-street parking and removal
of the painted on-street bike lanes.


 Bike lanes and parking restrictions were already in place for Kings Lynn Road from
Jackson Street to Roby Road.


 The Plat for Virgin Lake Estates (includes Kings Lynn Road from just north of
Buckingham Road to about 900 feet north of Roby Road) includes a note on the plat that
indicates the City has established an on-street bike lane on the east side of the street even
though parking has not previously been restricted and no bike lanes have been painted in
this section.


 The design/reconstruction included bike lanes for the full length of Kings Lynn Road
taking into consideration the existing painted bike lanes south of Roby Road and the plat
note for the area 900 feet north of Roby Road.


 The installed street reflects this offset centerline to accommodate bike lanes on both sides
of the street and parking only on the west side of the street. Therefore, the “peak” of
crown of the street is not in the center of the street.


 Previously committees and Councils have debated on street bike lanes on numerous
occasions (especially for a similar situation on Milwaukee Street near Page Street).







Options


Jackson Street to Roby Road


1. Continue to prohibit parking on the east side of Kings Lynn Road and stripe the offset
centerline, the bike lane on the east side of the street and the shared parking/bike lane on
the west side of the street.


2. Amend the parking ordinance to allow for parking on both sides of Kings Lynn Road and
only paint the centerline. The centerline will not match the “peak” of the crown of the
street and no bike lanes will be painted.


3. Amend the parking ordinance to allow for parking on both sides of Kings Lynn Road and
don’t paint a centerline.


Roby Road to Felland Street


1. Create an ordinance to prohibit no parking on the east side of Kings Lynn Road and stripe
the offset centerline, the bike lane on the east side of the street and the shared
parking/bike lane on the west side of the street. This would match what was previously
in place south of Roby Road.


2. Only paint the center line. The centerline will not match the “peak” of the crown of the
street and no bike lanes will be painted.


3. Don’t paint a centerline.


Materials related to this item are included.


If you have any questions, please contact me.


CC: City Clerk Lana Kropf
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1.3 Stoughton Demographics 
Stoughton was a rapidly growing community during the 1990s with a population reaching 12,354 
in the year 2000.This was an increase of 41% over those ten years. This figure is 41 percent 
above the 1990 population of 8,786.  Since 2000, Stoughton’s growth has slowed, adding 267 
residents though the 2010 censes, a 2% increase. This slowdown has affected the City’s ability 
to increase parkland though the impact fee ordinance. The long range projections in table 1 
were compiled by the Wisconsin Department of Administration.  
 
 


Table 1: Population Trends  
 


 


Year City of 
Stoughton 


Dane County State of 
Wisconsin 


2025 16,798 554,848 6,274,867 


2020 15,867 527,534 6,110,878 


2015 14,239 503,017 5,931,386 


2010 12,611 488,073 5,751,470 


2005 12,500 455,927 5,563,896 


2000 12,354 426,526 5,363,715 


1990 8,786 367,085 4,891,769 


1980 7,589 323,545 4,705,642 


 
 
1.4   Summary of the Existing Stoughton Park System  
This section of the report contains a map showing the existing City Parks. The map is followed 
by a list of the parks, their respective acres and the facilities offered at each park. 
 


Stoughton Parks Inventory by Park Classification 


 


Mini-Parks 


 
Criddle Park .125 acres 
This tot-lot is located in the center of the city about 1 block north of Main Street on Monroe 
Street.  The city purchased this property but the park was developed by the neighborhood, the 
Friends of Criddle Park group and the U.S. Army Reserves. This park offers playground 
structure equipment, gazebo, basketball court, maze, sand area and park benches. 
 
Division Street Park .7 acres 
Located in the center of the city two blocks north of Main Street on N. Division Street, this 
picturesque passive park has frontage on the Yahara River. The park contains park benches 
and large flower boxes. It is heavily used during Syttende Mai, for the canoe race portage, city 
band concerts, and other activities. Fishing, sightseeing, canoeing and picnicking are common 
activities at this park.  Geese have made this park their year round home. 
 
Riverside Park 1.0 acres 
Located on Riverside Drive next to Mandt Park, this is a quiet park with river frontage and park 
benches. The park is located next to the Fourth Street Dam and the Mill Pond, which hosts the 
conclusion of the Syttende Mai canoe race each spring. In 2012 a fishing pier and trail 
connection was added to the park. 
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Nottingham Park .125 acres 
This lot, located just north of the Jackson Street Greenway, is maintained as a mowed/ open 
area by the Parks Department. There are no development plans at this time. 
 
 
Mill Pond Park 1.0 acres 
Located along the Yahara River on S. Page St., this park contains the 
Memory Garden. Well maintained flowers and walk paths surround a 
beautiful fountain.  
 
Stoughton Rotary Park .8 acres 
This park is located east of the fire station. It contains a small pond and 
a gazebo with seating for small performances. 
 


Neighborhood Parks 


 
Bjoin Park 4.4 acres 
This park is located in the central section of the city, on East Wilson Street. The land is level and 
clear with the exception of some attractive wooded areas. Existing facilities include a tennis 
court, horseshoe pits, volleyball court, play equipment, a ball field, and a picnic shelter with 
restrooms. The Yahara River trail borders its east side. 


 
Dunkirk Avenue Park 1.5 acres 
Located along the Yahara River on Dunkirk Avenue, on the City’s near east side, the park has a 
play structure; interior plantings, a backstop, and a basketball play area.  


 
East Side Park 4.0 acres 
Located at Lynn Street and Park Street, this park contains a picnic 
shelter with restrooms, play equipment, a sand volleyball court, a 
tennis court, and a half basketball court. The tennis court received a 
facelift in 2014.  


 
Lowell Street Park 6 acres 
Consisting of 6 acres this park is located on South Page Street in the 
southern part of the city. Current facilities include a youth baseball diamond with backstop and 
fencing, some picnic tables, basketball court, play area, Community Garden, bike trail, a small 
picnic shelter and a BMX dirt/ramp bike track. 
 
Veteran’s Memorial Park 4 acres 
Located at Page Street and Riverside Drive, this park is characterized by its rolling topography 
and river frontage. This area is nicely wooded, and is bordered on the south by a cemetery.  
Present facilities include play equipment and a small shelter, tennis court, a Veteran’s Memorial, 
and a nice hill for sledding in the winter. 
 
Norse Park 7.75 acres 
This park is located on Kriedeman Drive in the northern part of the city. Facilities include 
baseball field, shelter/warming house, ice skating rink, playground with equipment, tennis 
courts, and a basketball court. This park was chosen as the site of a planned inclusive “Dream 
Park”. Home Talent Baseball makes its home on Slettum Field. 
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John Nygaard Virgin Lake Park 7 acres 
Located in the Northwest part of Stoughton on Roby Road, this park has a 2-acre access to the 
Virgin Lake wetland area and another 5 flat acres to the south of Roby Road. The park is 
bordered to the west by a greenway that contains a trail running from Jackson St to Virgin Lake. 
This park currently includes a soccer field, shelter, restrooms, basketball and a playground. 
 
Howard Heggestad Park 2.0 acres 
This small park, located across from Virgin Lake Park on Roby Rd., is 
the home of the newly constructed Memory Walk and a memorial to 
Howard Heggestad and his love for trees. The park contains a small 
shelter and walk paths leading to Virgin Lake. 
 
 
Schefelker Park 10 acres 
Located in the northwestern sector of the city off of Furseth Road, this park has a nice stand of 
oak trees and an open, flat area available for recreational use. The park has a prairie restoration 
project in the middle of the park that involves seasonal burning and seed collection; small 
parking lot; playground equipment, plantings of trees and shrubs, a paved trail and a backstop. 
 
Westview Ridge Park 5 acres 
The newest park in Stoughton, this 5 acre parcel (with 2.4 acres of 
adjacent storm drainage) is a rolling landscape with a soccer field, 
small basketball court, a pond, a small shelter, and a playground. Many 
young trees form three outdoor “rooms”.  


 


Community Parks 


 
Mandt Park 14.4 acres 
This park is located in the southern part of the city on S. Fourth Street. Although Mandt Park is 
listed as 29.4 acres, 15 acres are backwaters of the Yahara River.  
 
Present facilities include one softball diamond with lights, 2 lighted basketball courts, play 
equipment, parking, open picnic shelter, swimming pool and a bathhouse, a skateboard ramp 
and the Mandt Community Center. Mandt Park also hosts the only Junior Fair in Dane 
County.  A large grandstand is used during the fair as well as for special events. 
 
Racetrack Park   29 acres 
Located on the city’s far east side on Racetrack Road. This park, once top farmland for growing 
corn, was willed to the city in 1987, including all buildings.  This community park includes soccer 
fields, a full size basketball court, four youth baseball/softball fields, and a concession/shelter 
with restrooms.   


 


 


Conservancy Parks 


 
Conservancy A (Roby/Page) 4.2 acres 
Located at the intersection of Roby Rd and N. Page St., this piece of land was donated by a 
developer for City use. It contains a small accessible playground, wide drainage ditch and an 
oak stand.  
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Conservancy B (Amundson Park) 
This area is the fenced (former landfill) portion of Amundson Park. The City is still hopeful that 
this land can be available for park use. Expansion of the disc golf course and senior recreation 
opportunities are in the plans for this area. 
 
 
Conservancy C (Settler’s Point) 40 acres 


Located northwest of the intersection at County highway B and County highway N, this donation 
from the Natural Heritage Land Trust, is a combination of river front uplands and low lands, 
totaling 40 acres. With excellent views of the Yahara River, this natural area will contain a trail 
and allow for hunting and trapping. 


 


Special Use Parks 
 
Kiwanis Disc Golf Course 5 acres 
This park is located in Amundson Park, just west of a closed landfill on Stoughton’s west side.  
The 9 hole course is popular with local residents and Dane County disc golfers because of it 
tight tree lined fairways and 12 month season.   
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