
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA Amended

Notice is hereby given that the Parks and Recreation Committee of the City of Stoughton,
Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location
given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

CC:

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 @ 4:30 PM
Ed Overland Room (City Hall 381 E. Main St., Stoughton WI 53589)
Regina Hirsch, Dennis Kittleson, Paul Lawrence, Donna Olson

Attorney Matt Dregne, Department Heads, Stoughton Newspapers,
Debbie Blaney, Pat Groom, Sarah Monette, John Lewis,
oregonobserver@wcinet.com, Council Members

* Note-For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall building (including the elevator
door) will be locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the
entrance on the east side of City Hall (the planning department door). If you are physically
challenged and are in need of the elevator or other assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30
p.m.
Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Call to Order
2 Approval of Minutes from August 24, 2016
3 Communications

Division St. Park Project Update
Amundson Park Trail Agreement with Skaalen
Nordic Ridge Naming Process

Item # OLD BUSINESS
4 Discussion on Nordic Ridge Parkland
5 Discussion on Expansion of Rotary Park
6 Parkland Use Review

East Park
Bjoin Park
Veteran’s Park

Item # NEW BUSINESS
7 Future Agenda Items

Item # ADJOURNMENT
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday August 24, 2016
4:30 PM
East Park


Present: Alderpersons: Dennis Kittelson, Regina Hirsch, Paul Lawrence, Tom Selsor, and Parks
and Recreation Director Tom Lynch
Guests: Kris Krentz, Michael Engelberger


1. Call to Order
Selsor called to order at 4:30 PM


2. Approval of the Minutes from July 20, 2016
Motion by Hirsch, seconded by Kittleson, to approve the minutes of July 20, 2016 with changes.
Motion carried 4-0.


3. Communications
Lynch mentioned that Troll Beach was closed for the season following the normal schedule. This
date was selected to insure we still had employees available.


Old Business


New Business


4. Division St. Park Project Contract
Item tabled


5. Amundson Park Trail Agreement with Skaalen
Item tabled


6. Bike Lanes on Kings Lynn
The committee had a brief discussion on the proposed elimination of the bike lanes on Kings
Lynn Rd.


Motion by Lawrence, seconded by Hirsch to recommend to Council to keep the bikes lanes on
Kings Lynn Rd. as planned. Motion passed 4-0


7. Rotary Park Improvements
Paul Lawrence and Kris Krentz from the Rotary Club presented a plan to install park benches, a
water fountain, trash receptacles and a platform for the portable restroom for Rotary Park. The
Rotary will fund these items with work beginning this fall.


Motion by Selsor, seconded by Lawrence to accept the proposed improvements by the Rotary
Club for Rotary Park, subject to staff review. Motion passed 4-0


Lawrence asked the committee to consider support for the purchase of the property adjacent to
Rotary Park to the north. He felt the park would better serve the downtown and the events held
there by increasing the size.


This item will be considered again a future meeting.


8. Parkland Use Review
Item tabled


9. Future Agenda Items
Project Updates







Rotary Park Improvements
Parkland Use


13. Adjournment
Motion made by Lawrence, seconded by Selsor to adjourn at 6:00 PM. Motion passed 3-0.








Park Naming Policy


Purpose


The purpose of the policy is to establish standard procedures and guidelines for the
naming of public parklands and facilities owned and/or operated by the City of
Stoughton.


Authorization


The naming of sites shall be the function of the Parks and Recreation Committee, or
study group named by the Committee. Through this group, diversity, balance and
creativity will be sought during adoption of names. These names will be recommended
to the Stoughton City Council for final approval.


Objectives


A. Provide name identification for individual parks, park area or park facility.
B. Provide criteria for citizen input into the process of naming parks, park areas or


facilities.
C. Insure that the naming of parks, park areas, or park facilities is controlled by the


Stoughton City Council through recommendations from the Parks and Recreation
Committee with advice from staff.


Qualifying Names


Names submitted for consideration should provide some form of individual identity in
relation to the following:


A. The geographic location of the facility. This includes descriptive names.
B. An outstanding feature of the facility.
C. An adjoining subdivision, street, school or natural feature.
D. A commonly recognized historical event, group, organization or individual (living


or deceased).
E. An individual or organization that contributed significantly to the acquisition or


development of the facility to be named. This can include either a deed or
substantial monetary contribution, or contribution toward acquisition and/or
development of the park or facility (typically not less than 50 percent of the value
of the property or improvements).


F. Outstanding accomplishments by an individual for the good of the community.
Quality of the contribution should be considered along with the length of service
by the individual - this to be fully substantiated by person making
recommendation.


G. An individual who provided an exceptional service in the interest of the park
system as a whole. Typically, while serving in a public office, public officials
should not be considered as a candidate for naming.







Other Naming Alternatives


A. Parks and facilities that are donated to the City can be named by deed restriction
by the donor. The naming and acceptance of land is subject to approval by the
City Council. Naming rights are not guaranteed if the donation of parkland is a
dedication as required by the subdivision ordinance (parkland dedication).


B. Facilities within a park can be named separately from the park and/or facility in
which they are located, subject to the general guidelines outlined in this policy.


Naming Process – Existing Un-named Facilities


A. Individuals, groups and/or organizations interested in proposing a name for an
existing un-named park area or facility must do so in writing, presented to the
Parks and Recreation Director, for consideration by the Parks and Recreation
Committee.


B. The Parks and Recreation Committee will conduct a public meeting on the
request and allow 30 days following the public meeting for public comment.


C. The Committee will recommend to the City Council action on the request
following appropriate publication (press release, cable, Tower Times).


Naming Process – New Facilities


A. A temporary name will be designated by City staff for identification during
acquisition and/or development of the park area or facility.


B. Individuals, group and/or organization may suggest names for the park or facility
in writing, presented to the Parks and Recreation Director, for consideration by
the Parks and Recreation Committee.


C. The Parks and Recreation Committee will appoint a study group to make a name
recommendation. This group may choose from a variety of means to select a
name (citizen contests, recommendations from previous owners, historical review
of the site, etc.) but in all cases, citizen involvement is encouraged.


D. The Parks and Recreation Committee will conduct a public meeting on the
suggested name and allow 30 days following the public meeting for public
comment.


E. The Committee will recommend to the City Council action on the request
following the 30 days for public comment.


Park Renaming


Critical examination will be conducted to insure that renaming the park will not diminish
the original justification for the name or the prior contributors. Renaming will follow the
same procedures as naming the park.


A. Only parks and facilities named for geographic location, outstanding feature or
subdivision should be considered for renaming. Parks that have been named by
deed restriction shall not be considered for renaming.







B. Parks and facilities named after individuals shall not be changed unless it is
found that because of the individual’s character the continued use of their name
would not be in the best interest of the community.


Plaques, Markers and Memorials


The Parks and Recreation Committee, or its designee must approve any plaques,
markers or memorials. All parties involved must agree upon a written maintenance
agreement for each plaque/marker/memorial before they are installed.


All memorials must be designed to blend with and complement the existing Parks and
Recreation Department signs, plaques, markers, and memorials.













Planning, Water Resources, Parcels







Planning, Water Resources, Parcels







Planning, Water Resources, Parcels







Planning, Water Resources, Parcels
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1.3 Stoughton Demographics 
Stoughton was a rapidly growing community during the 1990s with a population reaching 12,354 
in the year 2000.This was an increase of 41% over those ten years. This figure is 41 percent 
above the 1990 population of 8,786.  Since 2000, Stoughton’s growth has slowed, adding 267 
residents though the 2010 censes, a 2% increase. This slowdown has affected the City’s ability 
to increase parkland though the impact fee ordinance. The long range projections in table 1 
were compiled by the Wisconsin Department of Administration.  
 
 


Table 1: Population Trends  
 


 


Year City of 
Stoughton 


Dane County State of 
Wisconsin 


2025 16,798 554,848 6,274,867 


2020 15,867 527,534 6,110,878 


2015 14,239 503,017 5,931,386 


2010 12,611 488,073 5,751,470 


2005 12,500 455,927 5,563,896 


2000 12,354 426,526 5,363,715 


1990 8,786 367,085 4,891,769 


1980 7,589 323,545 4,705,642 


 
 
1.4   Summary of the Existing Stoughton Park System  
This section of the report contains a map showing the existing City Parks. The map is followed 
by a list of the parks, their respective acres and the facilities offered at each park. 
 


Stoughton Parks Inventory by Park Classification 


 


Mini-Parks 


 
Criddle Park .125 acres 
This tot-lot is located in the center of the city about 1 block north of Main Street on Monroe 
Street.  The city purchased this property but the park was developed by the neighborhood, the 
Friends of Criddle Park group and the U.S. Army Reserves. This park offers playground 
structure equipment, gazebo, basketball court, maze, sand area and park benches. 
 
Division Street Park .7 acres 
Located in the center of the city two blocks north of Main Street on N. Division Street, this 
picturesque passive park has frontage on the Yahara River. The park contains park benches 
and large flower boxes. It is heavily used during Syttende Mai, for the canoe race portage, city 
band concerts, and other activities. Fishing, sightseeing, canoeing and picnicking are common 
activities at this park.  Geese have made this park their year round home. 
 
Riverside Park 1.0 acres 
Located on Riverside Drive next to Mandt Park, this is a quiet park with river frontage and park 
benches. The park is located next to the Fourth Street Dam and the Mill Pond, which hosts the 
conclusion of the Syttende Mai canoe race each spring. In 2012 a fishing pier and trail 
connection was added to the park. 
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Nottingham Park .125 acres 
This lot, located just north of the Jackson Street Greenway, is maintained as a mowed/ open 
area by the Parks Department. There are no development plans at this time. 
 
 
Mill Pond Park 1.0 acres 
Located along the Yahara River on S. Page St., this park contains the 
Memory Garden. Well maintained flowers and walk paths surround a 
beautiful fountain.  
 
Stoughton Rotary Park .8 acres 
This park is located east of the fire station. It contains a small pond and 
a gazebo with seating for small performances. 
 


Neighborhood Parks 


 
Bjoin Park 4.4 acres 
This park is located in the central section of the city, on East Wilson Street. The land is level and 
clear with the exception of some attractive wooded areas. Existing facilities include a tennis 
court, horseshoe pits, volleyball court, play equipment, a ball field, and a picnic shelter with 
restrooms. The Yahara River trail borders its east side. 


 
Dunkirk Avenue Park 1.5 acres 
Located along the Yahara River on Dunkirk Avenue, on the City’s near east side, the park has a 
play structure; interior plantings, a backstop, and a basketball play area.  


 
East Side Park 4.0 acres 
Located at Lynn Street and Park Street, this park contains a picnic 
shelter with restrooms, play equipment, a sand volleyball court, a 
tennis court, and a half basketball court. The tennis court received a 
facelift in 2014.  


 
Lowell Street Park 6 acres 
Consisting of 6 acres this park is located on South Page Street in the 
southern part of the city. Current facilities include a youth baseball diamond with backstop and 
fencing, some picnic tables, basketball court, play area, Community Garden, bike trail, a small 
picnic shelter and a BMX dirt/ramp bike track. 
 
Veteran’s Memorial Park 4 acres 
Located at Page Street and Riverside Drive, this park is characterized by its rolling topography 
and river frontage. This area is nicely wooded, and is bordered on the south by a cemetery.  
Present facilities include play equipment and a small shelter, tennis court, a Veteran’s Memorial, 
and a nice hill for sledding in the winter. 
 
Norse Park 7.75 acres 
This park is located on Kriedeman Drive in the northern part of the city. Facilities include 
baseball field, shelter/warming house, ice skating rink, playground with equipment, tennis 
courts, and a basketball court. This park was chosen as the site of a planned inclusive “Dream 
Park”. Home Talent Baseball makes its home on Slettum Field. 
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John Nygaard Virgin Lake Park 7 acres 
Located in the Northwest part of Stoughton on Roby Road, this park has a 2-acre access to the 
Virgin Lake wetland area and another 5 flat acres to the south of Roby Road. The park is 
bordered to the west by a greenway that contains a trail running from Jackson St to Virgin Lake. 
This park currently includes a soccer field, shelter, restrooms, basketball and a playground. 
 
Howard Heggestad Park 2.0 acres 
This small park, located across from Virgin Lake Park on Roby Rd., is 
the home of the newly constructed Memory Walk and a memorial to 
Howard Heggestad and his love for trees. The park contains a small 
shelter and walk paths leading to Virgin Lake. 
 
 
Schefelker Park 10 acres 
Located in the northwestern sector of the city off of Furseth Road, this park has a nice stand of 
oak trees and an open, flat area available for recreational use. The park has a prairie restoration 
project in the middle of the park that involves seasonal burning and seed collection; small 
parking lot; playground equipment, plantings of trees and shrubs, a paved trail and a backstop. 
 
Westview Ridge Park 5 acres 
The newest park in Stoughton, this 5 acre parcel (with 2.4 acres of 
adjacent storm drainage) is a rolling landscape with a soccer field, 
small basketball court, a pond, a small shelter, and a playground. Many 
young trees form three outdoor “rooms”.  


 


Community Parks 


 
Mandt Park 14.4 acres 
This park is located in the southern part of the city on S. Fourth Street. Although Mandt Park is 
listed as 29.4 acres, 15 acres are backwaters of the Yahara River.  
 
Present facilities include one softball diamond with lights, 2 lighted basketball courts, play 
equipment, parking, open picnic shelter, swimming pool and a bathhouse, a skateboard ramp 
and the Mandt Community Center. Mandt Park also hosts the only Junior Fair in Dane 
County.  A large grandstand is used during the fair as well as for special events. 
 
Racetrack Park   29 acres 
Located on the city’s far east side on Racetrack Road. This park, once top farmland for growing 
corn, was willed to the city in 1987, including all buildings.  This community park includes soccer 
fields, a full size basketball court, four youth baseball/softball fields, and a concession/shelter 
with restrooms.   


 


 


Conservancy Parks 


 
Conservancy A (Roby/Page) 4.2 acres 
Located at the intersection of Roby Rd and N. Page St., this piece of land was donated by a 
developer for City use. It contains a small accessible playground, wide drainage ditch and an 
oak stand.  
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Conservancy B (Amundson Park) 
This area is the fenced (former landfill) portion of Amundson Park. The City is still hopeful that 
this land can be available for park use. Expansion of the disc golf course and senior recreation 
opportunities are in the plans for this area. 
 
 
Conservancy C (Settler’s Point) 40 acres 


Located northwest of the intersection at County highway B and County highway N, this donation 
from the Natural Heritage Land Trust, is a combination of river front uplands and low lands, 
totaling 40 acres. With excellent views of the Yahara River, this natural area will contain a trail 
and allow for hunting and trapping. 


 


Special Use Parks 
 
Kiwanis Disc Golf Course 5 acres 
This park is located in Amundson Park, just west of a closed landfill on Stoughton’s west side.  
The 9 hole course is popular with local residents and Dane County disc golfers because of it 
tight tree lined fairways and 12 month season.   
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