
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA

Notice is hereby given that the Parks and Recreation Committee of the City of Stoughton,
Wisconsin will hold a regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location
given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

CC:

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 @ 6:00 PM
Ed Overland Room (City Hall 381 E. Main St., Stoughton WI 53589)
Regina Hirsch, Matt Bartlett, Dennis Kittleson, Lisa Reeves, Donna Olson

Attorney Matt Dregne, Department Heads, Stoughton Newspapers,
Debbie Blaney, Pat Groom, Sarah Monette, John Lewis, Desi Weum,
oregonobserver@wcinet.com, Council Members

* Note-For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall building (including the elevator
door) will be locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the
entrance on the east side of City Hall (the planning department door). If you are physically
challenged and are in need of the elevator or other assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30
p.m.
Item # CALL TO ORDER
1 Call to Order
2 Approval of Minutes from April 26, 2017
3 Communications

King Property

Item # OLD BUSINESS
4 Seeking Approval for Nordic Ridge Park Plans
5 Fair Contract*

Item # NEW BUSINESS
6 Rec Center Feasibility Study Review
7 Re-development Site Considerations
8 Future Agenda Items

Item # ADJOURNMENT

*The committee may meet in closed session, pursuant to Wis. Stat. sec. 19.85(1)(e), to work on
possible modifications to the Mandt park lease agreement between the City and Stoughton Fair
Association.
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday April 26, 2017
4:30 PM
Ed Overland Room


Present: Alderpersons: Dennis Kittleson, Regina Hirsch, Lisa Reeves, Matt Bartlett, Mayor Donna
Olson and Parks and Recreation Director Tom Lynch
Guests: Bob Dvorak, Pat Groom, Rich Hagen


1. Election of Chair
Hirsch was nominated by Bartlett. No other nominations. Passed 5-0.


2. Election of Vice Chair
Bartlett was nominated by Kittleson. No other nominations. Passed 5-0


3. Call to Order
Meeting called to order by Hirsch at 4:35 PM


4. Approval of the Minutes from March 22, 2017
Motion by Bartlett, seconded by Kittleson, to approve the minutes of March 22, 2017 with
corrections. Motion carried 5-0.


5. Communications
Park Development Fund and Fees


Lynch reports that there was a little more than $25,000 undesignated money in the Park
Development Fund. The Finance Director is still putting together a complete picture of
this fund.


Rotary Park Amenity Updates
The equipment has arrived and will be installed shortly. This includes 8 benches, 2 waste
containers, 2 flower containers and a drinking fountain.


River Trail Cleanup Summery
The River and Trails Task Force cleanup on April 22 resulted in over 20 bags of litter and
debris collected by approximately 30 volunteers.


Fair Contract Progress
The City Attorney is close to completing a draft of the contract with the Stoughton Fair.
We should be addressing this at the next meeting.


Community Garden Opening
The garden has been prepared by parks maintenance and is now open with all the plots
set to be attended to this summer.


Friluftsliv Progress
The feasibility study request for proposals have been sent out two firms with more to
come. We are also looking at modeling folk schools that promote outdoor learning and
community gathering.


Arnett Property
The clearing that is visible from Highway N is on Arnett owned property. He has been
clearing the invasive trees and leaving the oaks.


Criddle Park Playground
The wood play structure will be repaired for use this year with a plan to remove and
replace with natural play structures in 2018.


Old Business
6. Nordic Ridge Park Plans
Bob Dvorak answered questions from the committee about the proposed splash pad and the
shelter. Changes to the shelter plan, including reducing the size of the controls room, increasing
the storage and increasing the restroom plumbing, were discussed by the committee. These
changes will be incorporated into the building plan.







New Business
7. Pickleball Court at Mandt Park Funding Request
Rich Hagen from the Lions Club asked the committee to contribute $20,000 for the construction
of a pickleball court in the northeast corner of Mandt Park. The project is estimated to cost
$60,000, with $20,000 coming from the Lions Club and $20,000 coming from additional Lions
Club fund raising. There is $25,657.55 undesignated funds in the park development fund.


Motion by Olson, seconded by Kittleson to recommend to Council to allocate $20,000 from the
park development fund for the construction of a $60,000 pickleball complex at Mandt Park
contingent on the remainder of $40,000 being raised by the Stoughton Lions Club. Motion passed
5-0.


8. Meeting Time Discussion
This will be worked out before next meeting


9. Future Agenda Items
Stoughton Fair Contract
Park Development Fund
Community Garden Rules
Fish Ladder


Adjournment
Motion made by Hirsch, seconded by Kittleson at 6:15 PM. Motion passed 5-0.
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Stoughton Riverfront 


Redevelopment


Special considerations


Marty Melchior Ken Saiki







Designing with the river as part 


of the community


Marty Melchior







WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW


From a river science perspective, these are the most 


important aspects of waterfront redevelopment:


1. Flooding – Any development needs to consider 


current and proposed conditions







WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW


2. Bank stabilization – Building ecologically sound 


waterfront projects starts at the bank







Bank stabilization can 


include a combination of 


naturalizing treatments that 


still provide stability


Sheridan Park, 


Minneapolis







WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW


3. Riparian buffer – There needs to be a balance 


between human aesthetic needs and the ecology of 


the green corridor


Kinnickinnic River Parkway, Milwaukee







WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW


Green urban corridors are extremely important in the 


movement and migration of birds and wildlife


Kinnickinnic River Parkway, Milwaukee







TRANSITIONS
• Ecological transitions from water to land are critical


• Riparian vegetation can transition from natural to a more 


manicured, human aesthetic


Brewster Gardens, Plymouth, MA 2013







BALANCING ACCESS AND ECOLOGY


• Incorporate the river as part of 


the design, not something 


separate from it


Minnehaha Creek, Minneapolis







FISH PASSAGE OVERVIEW


• Dams block both daily and seasonal fish migration


• Warmwater fish migrate up to 100 miles or more yearly


• Fish passage affects mussels indirectly







EXISTING CONDITIONS


• Fish passage could be built into the redevelopment


• Funding is available for fish passage restoration


• Can aid in permitting other site development







FISH BYPASS CHANNELS


BYPASS CHANNEL







FISH PASSAGE POSSIBILITIES


• Bypass channels come in various styles







FISH PASSAGE POSSIBILITIES


• Bypass channels come in all sizes


Howland Dam Bypass - Piscataquis River, ME







FISH PASSAGE POSSIBILITIES


• Bypass channels work better than conventional fish ladders – The 


Middleborough, MA fish bypass hosts the largest herring run on the 


east coast and attracts visitors every day.







FISH PASSAGE POSSIBILITIES


• Bypass channels mimic natural stream systems in both 


form and function, but are designed to be stable







FISH PASSAGE POSSIBILITIES


• Bypass channels can be an attraction to fish-watching 


locals and people using adjacent pathways


• Can be combined with floodplain redevelopment







Summary of possibilities


• Fish passage bypass channel


• Additional river frontage


• Bioengineered bank stabilization


• Riparian buffer


• Improved green corridor







The Riverfront Landscape 


Ken Saiki







Traditional waterfront development often extends to water’s edge







Traditional waterfront development often extends to water’s edge







Better waterfront development provides a vegetative buffer







Better waterfront development provides a vegetative buffer







Integrated into water front access







Part of flood protection measures







Part of flood protection measures







Public open space







Public open space







Public open space







Pedestrian enhancements







Pedestrian enhancements







Pedestrian enhancements







Pedestrian crossing options











Thank you





