
OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA –
Notice is hereby given that the Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will

hold a regular Public Works Meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below.

Meeting of the:
Date /Time:
Location:

Members:

Public Works Committee of the City of Stoughton

Tuesday September 20, 2016 at 6:00 pm

Fire Department Small Conference Room, 401 E Main St, Stoughton, WI 53589

Sid Boersma, Kathleen Johnson, Tom Majewski - Chair, Pat O’Connor, Mayor Donna

Item # CALL TO ORDER
1. Communications :
2. Reports: Activity, Street Opening, Yardwaste

Item # OLD BUSINESS
3. Eastwood Pond Update
4. Middleton Prairie Project Information
5. Parks Boundaries
6. Emerald Ash Borer Update
7. Brush Collection Proposed Program/Ordinance Changes
8. Downtown Snow Removal Program/Ordinance Changes

Item # NEW BUSINESS
9. Approve Minutes of July 19, 2016 meeting
10. Future Agenda Items:

ADJOURNMENT

cc: Council Members, City Leadership Team, City Attorney Matthew P. Dregne,
Library Administrative Assistant Sarah Monette, City Clerk Lana Kropf, Tim Onsager
Stoughton School District, Deb Blaney, Bill Livick Oregon Observer, Stoughton Newspaper/WI
State Journal/Capital Times

NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL

NOTE: For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall Building (including the elevator door)
will be locked after 4:30 p.m. If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the Fifth
Street entrance or if you are physically challenged and are in need of assistance, please call 873-
6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.
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2016 Street Opening Permits


# Street Name Block
Date


Opened By Amt Paid
Date Paid


Contact Phone
Reason For Opening


Date


Closed


Statu


s #


1 Fourth St, S 1016 1/18/16 Alliant 125.00$ Pat Mueller 877-1641 replace leaking gas service 1/18/16 1


2 Jefferson St E 101 1/21/16 Alliant 50.00$ Pat Mueller 877-1641 retire gas service 1/21/16 1


3 Jefferson St W 149 1/21/16 Alliant 125.00$ Pat Mueller 877-1641 retire gas service 1/21/16 1


4 Jefferson St E 201 2/19/16 A T & T 125.00$ Jeffrey Gartland 252-2448


place cable from manhole to


owners property 5/1/16 1


5 Johnson St 635 1/29/16 Sto Util 125.00$ Martin Seffens 873-3379 repair water main break 1/29/16 1


6 Wilson St, W 209 1/31/16 Sto Util 125.00$ Martin Seffens 873-3379 reapir water main break 1/31/16 1


7 Giles St 1224 1/22/16 Sto Util 125.00$ Martin Seffens 873-3379 reapir water main 1/22/16 2


8 South St E, 621 3/16/16 Midwet Tree 50.00$ 3/10/16 Charter 373-7538 boring under E south St 3/31/16 3


9 Monroe St, S 209 3/28/16 A T & T 50.00$ Brian Scholz 282-6899 replace pole 5/1/16 1


10 Lincoln Ave 2301 3/30/16 WPL 50.00$ 3/25/16 Elizabeth Bass 328-5323 new gas service 5/31/16 1


11 Jefferson St 101 4/11/16 Vogel Bro. 125.00$ 3/30/16 Rich Stoffels 663-8983 cap off water line 5/31/16 1


12 Jeferson St 149 4/11/16 Vogel Bro. 125.00$ 3/30/16 Rich Stoffels 663-8983 cap off water line 5/31/16 1


13 Jefferson St (Rotary Park) 4/1/16 Rotary N/C Marty Lamers 573-5854 electrical plug for park 4/29/16 3


14 Jackson St 716 4/7/16 Pertzborn Plumb 50.00$ 4/7/16 Otto Muehlenberg 256-3900 replace lead water ser. 4/14/16 1


15 Van Buren S 400 4/18/16 Todd Nelson 375.00$ 4/18/16 Todd Nelson 669-1554 water & sewer connections 4/13/16 2,3


16 RaceTrack Rd 4/11/16 Alliant 50.00$ 4/12/16 Barry Lindau 516-4592 bore pit - gas tie in 5/13/16


17 Dunkirk Ave 804 4/14/16 Pertzborn Plumb 50.00$ 4/14/16 Otto Muehlenberg 256-3900 repair collapsed sewer lateral 4/14/16 1,3


18


Franklin St N, Morris St N,


Henry St N, Ridge St &


Giles St 5/16/16 Alliant Barry Lindau 516-4592 bore pit & gas tie in 8/16/16 5


19 Washington St, E 102 5/4/16 HJ Pertzborn 50.00$ 5/5/16 Otto Muehlenberg 256-3900 replace leaking water service 5/4/16 1


20 Van Buren S (Main to Jackson) 5/16/16 Forest Lands. N/C Jason Forest 920-648-8704 street construction 8/31/16


21 Wilson & Clyde Sts 6/15/16 Forest Lands. N/C Jason Forest 920-648-0704 street construction 9/31/16


22 Van Buren St to Clyde St 5/23/16 Alliant Barry Lindau 516-4592 gas main tie in's 7/29/16


23 Page St, S 105 5/24/16 HJ Pertzborn 150.00$ 5/24/16 Otto Muehlenberg 256-3900 install sewer lateral 5/27/16 1


24 Forrest St, S 321 6/13/16 A T & T 175.00$ 6/1/16 Brian Scholz 282-6899 to place A T & T conduit 12/30/16 1


25 Main St, W 1115 5/30/16 Alliant 50.00$ 8/16/16 Pat Mueller 877-1641 install gas service 6/3/16 1


26 Main St, W & Van Buren, S 6/6/16 Alliant Barry Lindau 516-4592 bore & gas main tie in 9/6/16


27 Hamilton St 5/31/16 Alliant Barry Lindau 516-4592 bore & gas main tie in 7/31/16


28 Park & Henry Inter 6/7/16 Sto Util 125.00$ 8/16/16 Scott Gunsolus 873-3379 repair valve box 6/7/16 1


1=OK, 2=Sawcut, 3=Terrace, 4=Other, 5=Not Completed







2016 Street Opening Permits


# Street Name Block
Date


Opened By Amt Paid
Date Paid


Contact Phone
Reason For Opening


Date


Closed


Statu


s #


29 Park & Morris Inter 6/7/16 Sto. Util 50.00$ 8/16/16 Kent Thompson 877-7430 repair valve box 1


30 Hwy 51 1720 7/15/16 A T & T Chuck Shoemaker 414-616-8734 boring for fiber optic cable 7/25/16 1


31 Harrison St, N 118 6/20/16 Haugen Exc. 50.00$ 6/20/16 Kenneth Haugen 205-0238 repair sewer line 6/24/16 1


32 Van Buren S & Main St W 6/6/16 Alliant 175.00$ Barry Lindau 516-4592 bore pit & gas main tie in 9/6/16 5


33 Van Buren & Hamilton SE Corner 7/5/16 A T & T Carol Anason 252-2385 adjust MCD pack -conflict 7/11/16 5


34 Jackson/Johnson Sts inter 6/18/16 Sto Util 125.00$ 8/16/16 Martin Seffens leaking valve 6/20/16 1


35 Ridge St 1116 7/13/16 Terry Kahl Plumb 125.00$ 7/12/16 Terry Kahl 873-7651 repair collapsed sewer line 7/13/16 1


36 Main Page Ct 402 7/11/16 Sto Util 50.00$ 8/16/16 Kent Thompson 877-7430 repair curb stop 7/12/16 1


37 Prospect St, E 111 7/21/16 HJ Pertzborn 50.00$ 7/21/16 Jesse Pertzborn 256-3906 water service leak 7/21/16 1


38 Division St, S 317 8/6/16 HJ Pertzborn 125.00$ 8/5/16 Otto Muehlenberg 219-9095 water line 8/7/16


39 Hwy 51, 1324 8/16/16 RHD Plumbing 50.00$ 8/10/16 Robert Dvorak 873-8903 connect to city service 8/16/16


40 Van Buren St, S 502 8/4/16 Rite-Way Const. 50.00$ 8/11/16 Dale Hanson 712-5602 replaced steps in terrace 8/10/16


41 Taft St , W 108 8/17/16 Alliant Betsi Bass 328-5323 retire gas service 10/31/16


42 Moline St 1108 8/15/16 Sto Util Bill Fox 877-7421 replace sanitary sewer main 8/15/16


43 Washington St, E 327 8/26/16 HJ Pertzborn 50.00$ 8/26/16 Eric Francksen 256-3900 replace existing water ser 8/26/16


44 Lynn & Ridge Inter 8/24/16 Sto Util Kevin ? 877-7430 water leak 8/26/16


45 Harding St 620 8/25/16 Sto Util Kent Thompson 877-7430 waterain break 8/25/16


46 Gjertson St 409-417 9/6/16 Speedway Sand 175.00$ 9/1/16 Troy Cumth 836-1071 installing storm pipe 9/9/16


47 Lynn St S 400 9/10/16 Charter 50.00$ Midwest Tree 373-7538 directional bore under street 10/10/16


48 Maple Ct 1108 9/1/16 Sto Util Kent Thompson 877-7430 water service repair 9/1/16


1=Ok, 2=Sawcut, 3=Terrace, 4=Other & 5=Not Complete







2016 August Yard Waste Report


August


Day of Week Users


Tues. 643


Thurs. 289


Sat. 428


Total: 1360


August


Day of Week # Bags
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“THE QUALITY OF THE WATER REFLECTS THE QUALITY OF MANAGEMENT”1


August 6, 2016
Brett Hebert
City of Stoughton
515 South 4th Street
Stoughton, WI 53589


Dear Brett:


Thank you for inviting Aquatic Biologists, Inc. to evaluate your retention pond at 1800
Eastwood Dr. in Stoughton. We hope to provide you with many ideas. Together, we will help
you enhance your pond to meet your short and long range goals and objectives.


Specifications on your pond – August 4, 2016
Size: .8 surface acres
Perimeter (shoreline): 1,183 ft.
Water depth: very shallow, less than 3 ft.
Water clarity: very cloudy or murky
pH: 8.4
Dissolved oxygen: 12.6 ppm (YSI Pro ODO meter) on a sunny day at 4:30 PM
Water temperature at 1 ft. depth on the bottom: 91.3°F
Total Phosphorous test results showed levels at 1.5 mg/l which is 50 times higher than what
is necessary to grow nuisance algae and plants.


Beneficial aquatic plant species: arrowhead, spike rush, bur reed, bulrush, blue flag iris


Beneficial shoreline plant species: this pond has a great shoreline buffer of native wetland
plants including blue vervain, blue lobelia, boneset, joe pye weed, marsh milkweed, sedges,
black eyed susan, coneflower, daisy, dogwood and sumac bushes


Nuisance aquatic plants found: algae, (oscillatoria and cladophora) oscillatoria has the
potential to produce toxins, invasive Eurasian water milfoil


Willow and cottonwood trees can be habitat but when they grow large they can transpire
1,000 gallons of water per tree per day. They are also very messy, the leaves that fall in the
water, consume oxygen as they decompose, and the leaves add muck and nutrients which fuel
algae blooms.


N4828 Highway 45 S.
Fond du Lac, WI 54937


1-800-442
(920) 921-6827 Fax: (920) 921


info@aquaticbiologists.com
www.aquaticbiologists.com


Specialists in Lake & Pond Management, Consulting, Services & Supplies


SINCE 1977
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Cattails can be beneficial because they help filter water but in shallow water environments
cattails can easily spread and could eventually cover the entire pond. Cattails also attract
muskrats which burrow into the shoreline and cause erosion problems and leaky ponds.


Duckweed is eaten by ducks and other wildlife however it can become invasive and could
cover the entire pond.


Sago pondweed and naiad can be beneficial plants because they help filter the water but
they can become invasive in your environment. When the plants grow to the surface, they
become a medium for algae to attach to.


Eurasian Water Milfoil is an invasive species and should be controlled with granular herbicide
- Navigate.


Fish and aquatic plants - We saw a few 3 in. bluegills and waves or ripples on the water’s
surface that we assume could be carp or other larger fish. Carp usually make the water murky
Carp also eat aquatic vegetation and stir up the bottom sediment, making the water cloudy.
Cloudy water inhibits plant growth which may deter excessive weed growth. On the other hand
if the carp were removed and the water cleared up, more aquatic plants and weeds would
grow. More aquatic plants will compete for the nutrients that grow algae. Would you rather
have more beneficial aquatic plants like arrowhead, flowering pickerel plant, bulrushes, bur
reed and aquatic iris? How about lily pads? If the pond was covered with lily pads, would that
be acceptable?


Managing algae is a top concern for many people. Preventing algae starts with limiting
nutrients and providing acceptable competition for available nutrients. Temporary relief can
most always be accomplished with algaecides. Cutrine Ultra is our product of choice for
treating most species of filamentous algae (algae on the surface) in our hard water
environment. We also use Cutrine Plus and Cutrine Plus Granular, Captain XTR, SeClear,
Clearigate and/or Phycomycin. We may add Reward for resistant algae and Bio Boost Enzyme
to increase the effectiveness of the application and further breakdown the algae and nutrients
after treatments.


If you wish to chemically treat algae next year, plan to treat algae early, before algae covers 10
to 20% of the shoreline and before algae becomes a nuisance. Enough chemical will be
needed to kill the algae and leave some residual in the water to help prevent new algae return
growth. Sometimes algae growth starts on the bottom of a pond or along shore. When the
water temperature raises, the sun shines, and when conditions are right, algae typically rises
to the surface to form filamentous algae mats. When there is a large amount of filamentous
algae, the algaecide will kill what is on the surface but may not penetrate below the algae mat
to be effective on the bottom algae. When conditions are right the bottom algae may rise to the
surface and require additional treatments. Heavy rains may knock the algae down but it may
come to the surface again. Treating algae when it is on the bottom or suspended below the
water surface is very effective because the algaecide spreads in the water. Ideally, the algae
should be treated before it reaches the surface. Also remember that algae species can change
daily, weekly, monthly, or by the season. The algae that we saw could easily turn into the toxic
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blue-green algae that can kill animals and birds. With a successful algae treatment, all algae
should be brown or gone after four days. The harder the force of the spray application on the
algae, the better.


There is always a concern about depleting dissolved oxygen when algae blooms or weeds are
extensive following a chemical treatment. Decaying algae and weeds consume oxygen. If
oxygen levels for fish are a concern, it may be necessary to treat only part of a pond at a time.
We always monitor water temperature and dissolved oxygen before treating algae.


Aquatic Biologists, Inc. can also treat your algae for $360 for application/posting plus
chemicals and mileage/travel. We normally launch our boat and spray from the boat. For your
shallow water application, we will most likely need to carry in a small boat or canoe and the
treatment will not be easy if the water intake plugs with weeds or mud. Is there a boat access
area? Could an area be mowed to create a boat access? How much do your water levels
change from spring to fall? If the water level dramatically drops in late summer, we may not be
able to treat your pond. We recommend monitoring changes to the water level. Add a metal
stake or ruler and record the water level changes from spring to fall and before and after rain
events.


In your environment you may need several or many treatments, depending on the weather,
nutrients, your weed and algae tolerance levels, and how long each treatment lasts. You may
wish to try treating the algae for one summer and evaluate the results and costs. Then you
may decide to continue or to try other preventative maintenance steps.


As water temperatures rise, when nitrates, phosphorous, and nutrient levels increase, algae
may start to form and water clarity may become more of an issue. Think of nutrients as runoff,
decomposing grass, weeds, algae, leaves, waterfowl waste, dog waste, and bottom organic
accumulation on the shoreline and in the water. When these nutrients enter your pond they
become fertilizer to fuel algae blooms and weed growth. They can remain in suspension to
cause green and cloudy colored water. They can settle to the bottom and contribute to the
buildup of muck year after year. This nutrient load and organic muck buildup consumes
available dissolved oxygen, especially dissolved oxygen at the bottom sediment layer.


Algae drifts around in the air. When algae spores land in your pond, in the right environment,
algae can take off in a day or two and then we play catch up. We or you can always treat your
algae with an algaecide, but that is the band-aid approach.


It is always better to manage the nutrients that grow algae by creating competition and
reducing the nutrient load than to manage the algae itself. This, however, is easier said than
done. Preventative maintenance costs more initially but will save money and time in the long
run and help prevent issues. If you choose to use other preventative maintenance tools, you
can evaluate how well they are helping by hopefully seeing less algae.


Excavating: Is excavating an option? Ponds with increased depth and water volume typically
grow less algae and weeds. Aeration, fathead minnows, and other preventative maintenanc
tools could be implemented if this pond were deeper.







4


Dissolved oxygen is the single most important water quality parameter. Adequate aeration
lowers e-coli bacteria. Dissolved oxygen creates a favorable environment for aquatic life;
especially the natural bacteria and microbes that help maintain clean healthy water. Adequate
aeration helps lessen algae’s preferred growing environment, provides the friendly
environment for beneficial bacteria which in turn feeds on and reduces accumulation of bottom
organic sediment. Aeration also allows you and us to use many other effective tools to help
improve water clarity and water quality. Aeration will not be effective in your present shallow
water environment unless you added many diffusers and compressors. If you excavate to
create deeper water, then aeration could be another effective option. The deeper the better.


Aeration is our major business. There are many other less expensive and less efficient
systems on the market today, but our Aqua Bio systems are state of the art, extremely
efficient, low maintenance, and long lasting. If you are considering another system, we would
be glad to explain the differences.


Bio Boost Muck Digesting Pellets are all natural, highly concentrated bacteria designed for
treatment of organic sediment (muck) around piers, shorelines, and beaches. Concentrated
bacteria break down bottom organic muck, leaf litter, decaying weeds, algae, and waterfowl
waste. Also add Bio Boost Muck Digesting Pellets a week after algae or weed treatments to
help decompose the algae, weeds, and spores that settle on the bottom. This helps prevent
early regrowth. Bio Boost Muck Digesting Pellets are 4 times more concentrated than any
other bacteria pellets that we and/or the manufacturer have tested. Just yesterday, one of our
campground customers recorded 26 in. of organic sediment reduction since May while using
our Muck Digesting pellets.
$12.50/lb. $312.50 25 lb. pail


Fathead minnows – After excavating, we suggest stocking 100 lbs. per acre and more when
game fish are present and nutrients are high. We always recommend fathead minnows as
another preventative maintenance tool and food for other fish. Fathead minnows feed on
algae, organic sediment, duck and goose waste, decaying vegetation, leaf litter, and mosquito
larvae. Fathead minnows work for you 24/7 eating everything in your pond that you do not
want. They help keep your pond clean. They will reproduce 3 to 4 times per season. Fathead
minnows need structure like logs, stumps, plants, or fish cribs to hide in and spawn under. If
you are not seeing schools of minnows, you probably do not have enough structure and/or
minnows. There are approximately 220 minnows per lb. and they average 2 – 3 in. long.
Less than 49 lbs. minnows $6.25/lb.
50 - 99 lbs. minnows $6.00/lb.
100 - 199 lbs. minnows $5.75/lb.
It may be necessary to maintain dissolved oxygen levels above 3 ppm in winter to help
maintain their survival. Have you seen dead fish in spring in the past, after winters with thick
ice and snow cover? We recommend measuring dissolved oxygen levels in February.


Discouraging geese – Are geese an issue on this pond? Every goose can contribute 3.4 lbs.
of goose manure per day. This adds to your nutrient load and increases the risks of e coli
bacteria. You can try to harass the geese and chase them away. Geese like open easy access
areas. Your shoreline buffers are also helping to deter geese. We saw some existing goose
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deterrent lines along shore on the southwest edge. The grid should consist of 3 black lines up
to 26 in. tall.


Managing cattails and weeds above the water level in shoreline areas should be done
with an environmentally sound plan in place and using an approved aquatic herbicide like
Shore-Klear, Eraser, or Rodeo plus a non-ionic surfactant. Cattails can be sprayed after July
4th when plants are tall enough to absorb enough chemical to systemically kill the cattail plants
and roots. A quart of each should last several years. Mix 2 ounces herbicide and 2 ounces of
surfactant per gallon of water and spray this over the cattails or weeds at the water’s edge or
anywhere undesired shoreline and/or terrestrial plants are growing. Cattails are muskrat’s
primary food source. By removing cattails, you should have less muskrats. Roundup does not
have an aquatic label and is no longer allowed near the shoreline of lakes and ponds.
Shore-Klear $36/qt.
Surfactant $22/qt.


Cutting willows, brush, or trees – Willows, cottonwoods, brush, and trees along lake and
pond edges transpire water. Water can also follow tree roots, causing leaks. Leaves add
nutrients to encourage algae growth and accumulate to form organic matter or muck which
consumes oxygen. We do not recommend planting willows, cottonwood, brush, or trees on
shorelines. Algae blooms are triggered shortly after cottonwood fuzzies hit the water. Most
trees and brush will send out new sprouts or suckers after cutting. If you want to kill the trees,
dab the freshly cut woody areas with Tordon (a blue liquid herbicide that prevents regrowth).
This can be used in summer or winter.
Tordon RTU $35/qt.


Surface water runoff – This is a retention pond and is designed to collect runoff. Rain water
washes in sediment and nutrients that add to muck accumulation, and weed and algae growth
Five homeowners look at this pond out their back windows. We are assuming they and you
would like to have a somewhat aesthetically pleasing view. If you excavate in the future and
want to reduce the algae and nutrients, could the edges be graded to be sloping away from
pond with a slight pitch or add ditches, slopes, or tile lines to divert some of the rainwater
around or away from the pond?


Koir logs are sediment barriers made from coconut hulls. They allow the water to flow but filter
out the sediment. You could add these in the inflow areas. They come in 12, 16 and 20 in.
diameters and varying lengths.


Pond water for irrigation – Pond water contains natural fertilizers and nutrients. Consider
pumping pond water for irrigating gardens, flowers, or lawns. As the water flows through the
ground it is filtered and eventually flows back into the pond. Cold well water can shock plants.
Pond water is warm and nutrient rich.


ABI Blue Dye is used to tint water an aesthetically pleasing light sky blue color. Lake and
pond dye is now available in 11 blue shades allowing you or us to customize water color to
your specific taste throughout the season. We also provide a dye specifically formulated for
green colored water that creates a natural looking blue color. If you pour pond water into a 5
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gallon white bucket, you can evaluate the preferred color of your pond water. As a guide, the
blue in the bucket should match the sky on a sunny day.
$57.50/gal.
$55/gal. (case of 4 or more)
$50/gal (10 or more)


Wildlife – If one of your goals is to increase wildlife, wood duck houses and mallard nesting
platforms could be added.


Floating Treatment Wetland Islands provide a viable option for filtering and improving water
quality. Floating Treatment Wetland Islands utilize a buoyant matrix mat and natural vegetation
to mimic what occurs naturally in healthy wetlands. The island matrix provides a place for
extensive numbers of beneficial bacteria and microorganisms to live, thrive, and compete for
nutrients. The islands reduce nitrate, ammonia, and phosphorus while creating additional
habitat for fish, frogs, turtles, birds, and other wildlife. Ducks are attracted to them for nesting
sites. Adding aquatic or terrestrial plants improve aesthetics. These plants thrive, tie up
nutrients, and seldom need watering.


There is no quick fix to better water quality, but there are many different tools and options that
can help. Each tool contributes a portion of the balance to better water quality management.


We hope this report is worthwhile for you and that you find it valuable. We have tried to help
you understand what you have and what can be done. Let us know your thoughts, your
budgets, and your time frame and we can help you prioritize preventative maintenance
options.


We do our best to match or beat competitor pricing. Call us anytime with your questions and
concerns.


Above prices plus shipping/delivery and tax if applicable.
We are here to help you and earn your business. We have the tools, expertise, and solutions
to make a difference. Your pond needs a plan and that is what we do!


Best regards and thank you,


Bob, Jeanie, and your ABI Team








Vickie Erdahl 


From: Brett Hebert 
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 2:18 PM 
To: Thomas Majewski 
Subject: Middleton Prairie 


Hey Tom, 


I know you prefer to be contacted via phone, but I thought I would pass this information along thru email as you can 
read it at your leisure. The link below is a press release about the Bock Forest in the Pheasant Branch Conservancy 
located in Middleton. I believe this is the prairie that you may have been talking about during last Tuesdays meeting. 


http://wi-middleton.civicolus.com/documentcenteriview/3328  


The contractor on the project is Adaptive Restoration out of Mt. Horeb. 


Brett Hebert 
City of Stoughton 
Director of Public Works 
Desk 608-873-8684 
Cell 608-346-1240 



http://wi-middleton.civicolus.com/documentcenteriview/3328





 


 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: MIKE HEALY, Adaptive Restoration LLC, 608.554.0411 
mike@adaptiverestoration.com 
 
ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION CONTINUES AT BOCK FOREST IN THE PHEASANT 
BRANCH CONSERVANCY 
 
This winter, City of Middleton staff and contractors will continue the harvest and removal 
of cottonwood trees at John C. Bock Community Forest, in the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy. This work will allow the remainder of the property to be restored to prairie, 
oak woodland and oak savanna. Woodchips generated from the project will be made 
available to Bock Community Gardeners, for use as mulch.  
 
Weather and site conditions permitting, City of Middleton staff will start the first phase of 
the project the week of January 18, 2016, cutting and chipping the smaller trees along 
the east boundary of Bock Forest. Removal of larger trees may begin after January 25. 
Conservancy visitors should stay clear of the work area during tree felling and chipping 
operations. 
 
The City of Middleton has been restoring the 19.5-acre  property since 2009, in 
partnership with Dane County, the Friends of Pheasant Branch, and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. John C. Bock Community Forest is the newest 
addition to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy. The restoration work is funded in part 
through a grant from the John C. Bock Foundation, in honor of Al Goldstein, a member 
of the Friends of Pheasant Branch who played a key role in raising the funds to acquire 
and protect the property. 
 
Last year the restored prairie and savanna at Bock Forest began to come into its own.  
Since the prairie and savanna was planted in fall of 2012, the diversity and abundance 
of native plants on the property has been increasing.  In 2015, ecologists observed at 
least 64 of the species in the seed mixes sown on the site.  In addition, nearly all the 
tree planting in the restoration is now complete. Unlike previous years, native plants 
now dominate the restoration, providing food and shelter for wildlife and year-round 
color and interest for Conservancy visitors. None of this could have been accomplished 
without the help of dozens of volunteers, a grant from the John C. Bock Foundation and 
assistance from the City of Middleton, Dane County, the Bock Community Gardeners, 
and dedicated members of the Friends. A series of work sessions throughout 2015 kept 
the weeds at bay and gave the young trees, prairie and savanna plants room to grow. 
 
Concurrent with the restoration work at Bock Forest, Boy Scouts and city crews recently 
built a 0.3-mile natural surface hiking trail. The trail starts just north of the kiosk on 
Highland Way and meanders northwest, through the prairie and mature oak woodland. 
The route offers an up-close look at the savanna and oak woodland restoration, and a 
loop trail in the woodland provides nice views of the Conservancy wetlands and 
Frederick's Hill to the north. 
 







 


 


Next steps for the restoration in 2016 include: 


• planting the remainder of the site to prairie and oak savanna, in areas formerly 
occupied by cottonwoods 


• cutting, pulling, and spot-spraying weeds, to give the prairie plants room to grow 


• transplanting trees and shrubs from the Bock Community Garden nursery 


• conducting prescribed burns, to promote prairie seedling germination and 
establishment 
 


 partnering with neighbors to limit spread of invasive species into the Conservancy  
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Bjoin Park
200 E. Wilson St.


Criddle Park
117 S. Monroe St.


Division St. Park
110 N. Division St.


Dunkirk St. Park
700 Dunkirk Ave.







Eastside Park
225 S. Lynn St.


Lowell Park
308 W. Milwaukee St.


Lowell Park (Community Garden)
308 W. Milwaukee St.







Mandt Comm. Center
400 Mandt Pkwy.


Mandt Pool
401 Mandt Pkwy.


Norse Park
630 Kriedeman Dr.







Schefelker Park
1325 Furseth Rd.


Veterans Park
625 S. Page St


Virgin Lake Park
1901 Roby Rd.


Westview Park
1915 Hilldale Ln.







Disk Golf Course
501 Amundson Pkwy.







Millpond
421 S. Page St.


Racetrack Park
400 Racetrack Rd.








2017 Proposed Brush Pick-up Schedule


There is an excessive amount of brush that is accumulating in the park row from residents assuming the


city will be picking up brush throughout the summer months. Currently, there is no ordinance that


directly speaks to this problem. We have proposed language to address this issue to provide for


enforcement of those that are not compliant (See Yard Waste proposed ordinance change). As a staff,


we have also talked about how we can better serve the community with changing the frequency of


collection to pick up in the spring, summer and fall.


Current Program


The first Monday of April, May, October and November


Proposed Program Change


The first Monday of April, May, July and October


Proposed ordinance changes for residents setting out brush on the park row.


Chapter 62 – Solid Waste


 Sec. 62-2. - Dumping in park row prohibited.


No person shall dump any refuse, furniture, appliances, brush, yard waste or junk in the park row unless during
scheduled collections authorized by the city. Brush or leaves may be stored in the park row no more than
seventy-two (72) hours prior to scheduled collection authorized by the city. If the occupant or owner does
not comply with this article, the city shall notice the owner or occupant, giving them one week to rid the
park row of such refuse, then the city shall cause the refuse to be picked up and the expense reported to the
Finance Director, who shall annually enter such expenses on the tax roll as a special tax against the lot or
parcel of land, pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.0627. The owner or occupant shall also be subject to citation for
each violation of this section, with penalties as set forth in section 1-3.







50-5 Offenses against public peace, order and other public interests


(h)


Littering prohibited.


(1)


No person shall throw any glass, garbage, rubbish, waste, slop, dirty water, brush, yard waste,
dirt, rocky materials or noxious liquid or other litter or unwholesome substance upon the city
right-of-way, , public parks or other property of the city or upon any private property not owned
by him or upon the surface of any body of water within the city except as specified in ordinance
62-2.








Sec. 64-13. - Snow and ice removal.


(a)


The occupant or owner of any lot or parcel abutting on a public sidewalk, other than the
parcels located in the downtown corridor specified in section 64-13 (c), shall remove
therefrom by 9:00 a.m. on the second day following a snowfall, all snow, dirt, rubbish or
refuse matter, and sprinkle ice with a material to prevent slipping. (For example: a snowfall
occurs on Monday, the occupant or owner would have until 9:00 a.m. Wednesday). If the
occupant or owner does not comply with this section, the Director of Public Works or their
designee may issue a citation and may cause the work to be done and the expense reported to
the city Finance Director, who shall annually enter such expense on the tax roll as a special tax
against the lot or parcel of land. The owner or occupant shall also be subject to a forfeiture for
each violation of this section, with penalties as set forth in section 1-3. Each day a violation
continues shall constitute a separate violation.


(b)


No snow or ice removed from private property, other than the parcels located in the downtown
corridor specified in section 64-13 (c), shall be deposited in the public ways in areas expected
to be cleared by the city. This would include, but would not be limited to, pushing snow or ice
across a public roadway or sidewalk; pushing or carrying and depositing snow or ice on a
public way expected to be maintained for pedestrian or vehicular traffic; and the blowing or
throwing of snow or ice onto a pedestrian or vehicular area. Violation of any of these
provisions may result in penalties as set forth in section 1-3. Each day a violation continues
shall constitute a separate violation. If the occupant or owner does not comply with this
section, the Director of Public Works may cause the work to be done and the expense reported
to the city Finance Director who shall annually enter such expense on the tax roll as a special
tax against the lot or parcel of land.


(c)
The occupant or owner of any lot or parcel abutting a public sidewalk in the downtown corridor,


specified below, shall remove therefrom all snow, dirt, rubbish or refuse matter to the curb line and
sprinkle ice with a material to prevent slipping within twenty-four (24) hours after the conclusion of a


snowfall. Violation of any of these provisions may result in penalties as set forth in section 1-3. Each
day a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation. If the occupant or owner does not
comply with this section, the Director of Public Works may cause the work to be done and the
expense reported to the city Finance Director who shall annually enter such expense on the tax roll as
a special tax against the lot or parcel of land.


Downtown Corridor Defined


Main St – Railroad Track to S. Page St
Water St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Division St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Forrest St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Fourth St - Jefferson St to Washington St







WINTER ROAD & SIDEWALK PROCEDURES


GENERAL


The purpose of this policy is to set up acceptable procedures and policies for the winter maintenance
of public areas, as to snow and ice removal in the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin. This policy
replaces all prior written or unwritten policies of any part of the governing or employed body of the
City of Stoughton, Wisconsin. The existing ordinances for sidewalk and parking control are not
repealed.


The intent of establishing the City of Stoughton, Winter Maintenance policy concerning snow and
ice, is to provide a uniform understanding of the priorities and procedures used to combat snow and
ice related conditions. Each winter storm has unique characteristics. Climatological factors such as
storm intensity and duration, wind, temperature, and moisture content affect the total amount of
snow and/or ice accumulation and influence the methodology used to combat the resulting snow
and/or ice related conditions.


The timing of a storm will influence the removal of snow and ice. The City of Stoughton Street and
Parks Department has regular work hours, and if a storm requires attention during weekends or
holidays, overtime may be required.


The Department of Public Works endeavors to maintain safe roadways for the motoring public and
pedestrian travel . Bare, dry pavement should not be expected after each snowfall or ice storm.
Furthermore, this does not mean the streets will be free of ice and snow.


ROADS AND PUBLIC AREAS


. Concern for publicsafety, general welfare, and traffic volume necessitate that priority be given to
certain roadways or public areas over others. A map of the City showing the various classes of
maintenance is on file at the Public Works Department office and in the City Clerk’s office. Power
outage, water main breaks, fires, ambulance calls, or other emergencies may necessitate the need for
plow operations to commence immediately in the subject area to allow emergency personnel to
render aid.


ROAD AND PUBLIC AREA WINTER MAINTENANCE PRIORITY


The following list indicates the classifications of roads or public areas, and the order to which
service will be directed based on priority.


1. Mains – High volume roadways, school zones, hospital campus area
2. Secondaires – Residential Neighborhoods with low traffic volumes
3. Tertiary - Parking Lots and Sidewalks







DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR MAINTENANCE


The need for implementation of the maintenance policy shall be the actual occurrence of a snowfall
of depth greater than 2 inches. The policy may be implemented if snowfall isless that 2 inches if
combined with freezing rain which may pose a threat to public safety.


Weather reports issued by the National Weather Service shall be taken into account to prepare for
anticipated maintenance service.


The responsibility for ordering personnel and equipment into service for a winter maintenance
operation shall be primarily with the Director of Public Works or their designee. The Police
Department, during off-hours, shall keep watch and assist in notification to the Director of Public
Works of needed service. The Mayor of the City of Stoughton may also direct the Public Works
Department to commence winter maintenance operations.


TYPE OF SERVICE TO BE PROVIDED


EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR WINTER MAINTENANCE IN THE CITY OF STOUGHTON:
Number Equipment


9 Truck mounted snow plows with salt or sand spreaders


1 Motor grader


2 End-loaders


1 Snow blower, 4 feet wide


1 Skid loader


Outside private equipment may be contracted for, if authorized by the Mayor or Council Committee.


PERSONNEL AVAILABLE FOR WINTER MAINTENANCE PROGRAM


All team members in the Public Works Department are expected to participate in snow plow
operations. This includes full time employees, part time employees and management staff. Outside
contract help may be utilized and shall be authorized by the Mayor or Council Committee.


Outside sources of personnel may be, but is not limited to:
1. Members of the City of Stoughton Utilities/City Employees
2. Private contract personnel
3. Former city employees that resigned in good standing


OVERTIME POLICY/SUBCONTRACTING







The need for overtime shall be established dependent upon the severity of the storm. The
determinations of when to use overtime or subcontractors in the removal of snow or ice shall be
made by one of the following:


Director of Public Works
Mayor


.


.


PLOWING


Plowing shall consist of moving the snow or ice to either side of the specific area, or may also
include loading and trucking to a point of non-environmental concern.


Winter maintenance activities shall commence as the Director of Public WOrks or his designee
shall direct. .


All streets and roadways in classified as Mains shall have two lanes of traffic open if at all possible
at all times.


Within the Central Business District parking may be restricted by the Director of Public Works or
the Police Department until clear of snow or ice.


Secondary streets shall have two lanes of traffic open within 36 hours after a storm.


Tertiary areas shall be open to travel within 48 hours after a storm.


.


Private sidewalks - After proper notification by the City and failure to maintain by the property
owner, then snow removal shall be done in accordance with Section 8.10 of the Stoughton
Municipal Ordinance, which requires that all walks be maintained. This will result in a penalty and
a future assessment on the tax roll.


)


There will be no plowing of private driveways by City Personnel. Some snow and ice will be
deposited in private driveways during snow and ice removal operations. This will not be removed
by the City.







PRIVATE PLOWING


No snow or ice removed from private property shall be deposited in the public ways, in areas
expected to be cleared by personnel from the City of Stoughton. This would include any of the
following which are prohibited:


1. Pushing snow or ice across a roadway or walk.
2. Pushing or carrying and depositing snow or ice on a public way, where expected to be


maintained for pedestrian or vehicular traffic.
3. The flowing of snow or ice onto a pedestrian or vehicular travel area.


Any of the above are dangerous and could cause injury or accidents, and may not allow for safe
passage by the public.


Violation of any of the above may result in a forfeiture action against the property owner,
punishable by a per diem fine, to be set by ordinance, until such nuisance shall be removed.


Removal may also be made by the City, through notification of the property owner. A penalty, to be
set by ordinance, plus actual removal cost would be assessed against the property owner as a special
assessment on the tax roll.


.


SALTING


Salting shall provide placement of calcium chloride or sodium chloride upon a snow or ice surface
to remove accumulation when temperatures are below freezing. Salt brine mix is used to pre-wet
salt to accelerate activation of rock salt and to prevent bounce on roadway. Salt brine mix will also
assist with melting snow and ice when temperatures reach sub-zero.


Note: Salt shall be used only when absolutely necessary as determined by the Street Superintendent
in areas of high volume traffic or dangerous conditions. Salt may have adverse effects on the
environment and shall be used with this in mind.


Salt is not effective when temperature is below a certain degree adjusted by the amount of available
sunlight.


SANDING


Sanding shall consist of spreading sand to provide a traction surface on packed snow or ice and shall
be applied only in areas of high traffic movement or unsafe areas as determined by the Street
Superintendent.


Note: Sanding of streets can cause a buildup of sand in storm sewers and points of discharge, which
could require additional maintenance or environmental concerns. Therefore, sand shall be used only
as absolutely needed.







SALT AND SAND MIXTURE


A mixture of sand and salt may be required as directed by the Street Superintendent to provide a
safe surface for traffic.


The City of Stoughton prepares a mixture of sand and slat for general use on streets and sidewalks.
This mixture may be picked up in owner’s containers at the 4th Street garage for private use.


If a property owner requests, through the Street Department office, the City will deliver this mixture
to any address to be placed in owner’s containers.


The barrels placed throughout the city with this mixture are also available to the City residents.


Liquids


Sodium Chloride (salt) and water (brine) typically makes up at least 80% of the liquid used in snow
operation. Liquids shall be used to pre-wet the salt in the auger before it is dispensed at the spinner.
Liquid pre-wetting will help to reduce salt bounce or scatter as it hits the pavement and will help to
accelerate the melting process. Salt brine combined with other additives such as, Geomelt and
Calcium Chloride or other additives may be added to salt brine to lower the freezing point. The use
of additives typically consists of no more than 20% of the liquid solution.


ANTI-ICING


Anti-icing (pre-treating) may be applied up to 3 days before a snowfall event is forecasted. Anti-
icing will be applied to mains, inclines and bridges throughout the city to provide salt bond to
roadway to prevent snow packing to street surface.


EMERGENCY REQUESTS FOR MAINTENANCE SERVICE


Emergency calls may be made when threatening conditions may lead to damages, injury or loss of
life. Also this may include power outage, downed power lines, water main breaks or other similar
occurrences.


Calls may be made to the Police Department for emergency maintenance service. The Police
Department personnel will notify the proper personnel depending on the type of emergency.


COMPLAINTS
Complaints for snow or ice removal shall be made to the Department of Public Works office..


The Clerk’s office personnel will notify the proper persons for action if necessary.
DOWNTOWN SNOW REMOVAL


Property owners within the downtown corridor, marked in orange below, will be responsible for clearing


snow from the sidewalk to the curb line within 24 hours of the end of a snowfall . Property owners on the


corner will still be responsible for clearing the sidewalk ramps as well. Staff will make every effort, by


straightening the plow, to not deposit snow on the sidewalk ramps, but there may be some residual snow


that will be left behind.







Downtown Corridor Defined


Main St – Railroad Track to S. Page St
Water St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Division St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Forrest St - Jefferson St to Washington St
Fourth St - Jefferson St to Washington St


During the snow event, city staff will plow to the curb line and property owners will remove snow
from their sidewalk to the curb line. The snow will then be collected, typically, the following night
after the end of a storm starting at midnight. During cleanup, crews will push the snow from the
curb line using a grader to the middle of the street. A large snow blower attached to a loader will
then fill dump trucks with the snow from the middle of the street. During a typical storm, city staff
will have the snow removed from downtown during the overnight hours the day after a snowfall.


Updated & Approved 9/14
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Public Works Committee
Tuesday, August 16, 2016 @ 6:00 PM
Hall of Fame Room – 381 E Main St.


Members Present: Alderpersons Tom Majewski, Sid Boersma, Pat O’Connor and Kathleen
Johnson


Absent/Excused:


Absent: Mayor Olson, Planning Director Rodney Scheel


Staff: Director of Public Works Brett Hebert and Vickie Erdahl


Guests:


Call to Order: Majewski called the meeting to order


1) Communications: Hebert announced that he was not happy with the cleanup of the slag
seal and lack of response to the cities calls. Sweeping of the city was to take place 48 hours
after completing the project. A Street Department crew has to sweep multiple streets which the
company reimbursed the city for. Hebert suggested that a penalty be written into the contract
for next year.


Boersma reported out from the Tree Commission about needing more employees and how to
handle hazardous private trees which some of the cities ordinances indicate that we need to
deal with these trees. Hebert stated that he had requested more employees and also would
check into dealing with trees and if necessary, change the ordinances as the city does not
have time to be dealing with or being involved in private issues.


Majewski commented that he the process for removing the ash trees can be extend for more
than the two to three years listed in the Request for Proposals.


Hebert discussed 1) parkrow restorations for the streets that were pulverized in 2016. Door
hangers will be distributed for the proper care of the area since there were complaints of how
the parkrows looked. The contractor followed the DOT protocol for dirt, grass seed with straw
on top. 2) Crews have been street painting 3) Van Buren, Clyde & Wilson project is behind
schedule – did not pass the test roles. The school areas will be addressed first – a map will go
out & be posted to show the flow of the traffic to be used for the area. Trees will be planted in
the parkrows at a later date. Majewski feels that Utilities should be contributing toward
parkrow trees when they are removed from under lines. Hebert will discuss the issue with Bob
Kardasz and invite him to the next Public Works meeting in September.


2) Activity Reports: Reported out only on the street opening permits and yard waste permits &
activity.


3) Wood Lot in Lowell Park along Milwaukee Street – Update: Hebert stated that a crew had
dealt with the immediate hazards, but more needs to be done when time permits. Majewski
would like Hebert to find out where the Park boundaries are and what is public land?


4) Eastwood Pond Update: Hebert met with the Eastwood Condo Assc for further discussion
on the maintenance of the pond. Hebert has contracted Aquaboitics to do a study and assess
the pond. The report will be presented at the September meeting for review/discussion. The
committee feels it would be good to have something in place by the spring when the ponds
should be addressed instead of waiting until there is a problem that can’t be controlled.







Hebert stated to the committee that Paradise Pond had been pumped too low – by error. He
then met with Kensington Square homeowners after receiving multiple calls. Two poles have
been placed in the which show the hi / low measurements for the pond. The homeowners are
going to work with the city and notify us if they see anything of concern.


5) Emerald Ash Borer Update: Hebert has continued working on the RFP, when completed the
document will be sent to the Tree Commission for review and then forwarded to the Public
Works committee. Currently the plan is two years to remove parkrow ash trees and another
year to remove the ash trees in the Parks. Majewski stated the contract may have to extend
out for another few years if necessary for financial reasons.


6) Yardwaste Proposed Program / Ordinance Changes: Hebert proposed to make changes
to the current brush pickup program. Everyone on the committee agreed that it looks unsightly
around town and the current program is not working – need to educate the public. The current
program is brush is picked up four times a year (April, May, October & November)


The changes proposed are to reduce pick up to three times a year (April, July & October), limit
the amounts put to the curb and to add language to Ordinance 62-2 dumping in park row
prohibited & 50-5(h) littering prohibited in order to enforce the changes.


Majewski requested that new numbers be run for brush pickup to know the true cost savings.


Motion by Boersma, seconded by Johnson to approve adding the language of brush &
yard waste to ordinances 62-2 and after making the following changes to 50-5 (h). [Add
parkrow / city right-of-way excluding during scheduled brush & yardwaste pickups.
Carried 4-0.


The committee after a short discussion does not want to reduce the number of brush pickups,
but thinks changing November to July would be a good idea.


Motion by Majewski, seconded by Boersma to approve the date change of the
November brush pickup to a July pickup. Carried 4-0-


Enforcement of ordinance will be done by the Public Works Department with a tag left with
resident to remove brush with in a time frame or a fine will be given. Door hangers will be
tracked by address.


7) Downtown Snow Removal Program / Ordinance Changes: Hebert is making changes to
the current Ord 64-13 (a)(b) and committee requested that the language include the defined
perimeters of the downtown area and bring back to the committee for review. Also in the
Winter Road & Sidewalk Procedures, in the second paragraph, first line change the word
“intend” to “intent” and also review the whole document for any other changes or updates then
post to the city website.


New Business:


8) Approve July 19, 2016 Meeting Minutes: Motion by Boersma seconded by Johnson to
approve minutes. Motion carried 4-0.


9) Discussion – East Main Street Tree Planting: Majewski inquired as to why there was only
one sided planting done after so many trees were removed. Hebert had the forester assess
the street and develop a plan for planting. Nelson identified 27 planting sites and suggested
that small columnar type trees be planted. His estimation of costs would be approximately
$11,000. Majewski & Johnson both disagreed with the assessment stating medium size trees







could be planted. The parkrow in this area is about five feet and there would need to be
limitations to avoid sidewalks heaving. Majewski asked Boersma to discuss this issue at the
next Tree Commission meeting with the Chair.


O’Connor wanted to know the cost per tree and if planted, how to maintain in the long run
since there is limited staff and trees that we aren’t maintaining now. The committee feels that
the existing staff needs to be trained more and also develop a pruning cycle.


10) Mandt Park Discussion: Majewski started a discussion on his concerns and the
maintenance of the park which is leased to the Fair Board. The river banks need to be
managed better to include native planting which would enhance the area and suggested that
the city could work with Sustainable Stoughton since manpower is an issue.


The barns at this park are in bad shape and the park is not being utilized to its full extent.
Staff was requested to check with the City of Middleton to find out what consulting firm it uses
to have the park assessed. Again, park borders need to be identified, and Majewski suggested
to coordinate upgrades and restoration of the park with the Park & Recreation Committee and
the River & Trails Task Force.


11) Future Agenda Items: Park Row Brush, Analysis of Brush Pick up Costs, Yardwaste -
Change to Ordinance 62-2 & 50-5 (h), Changes to Snow Ordinance 64-13 (a)(b), Eastwood
Pond Study, Park Boundaries


Moved by O’Connor seconded by Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm. Motion
carried 4-0. Respectfully submitted by Vickie Erdahl Administrative Assistant – 8/18/2016





