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1.  Name of Building or Site 

Historic:  Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Depot 

Common: Stoughton Freight Depot;  C. M. & St. P. Railroad Depot 

2. Location 

Address: 529 E Main Street 

Aldermanic District:   2 
  
County:   Dane 

3. Classification 
Type of Property Ownership Historic Use Present Use  

          District           Public  (if different from           Agriculture         Museum 

    X   Building(s)     X   Private  present use)          Commercial         Park 

          Structure          Passenger and Freight 
Railroad Depot 

         Educational   X   Private Residence 

          Site Status           Entertainment         Religious 

          Object    X     Occupied          Government         Scientific 

             Unoccupied           Industrial         Transportation 

            Military         Other: 

4. Current Owner of Property 

Name:  Chuck Haase 

Street Address:  529 E Main Street 

5. Legal Description  (in County Courthouse / City Assessor’s Office) 

Parcel Number: 

Legal Description:  

6. Description 

Condition: 
        Excellent                  X   Fair        Unaltered   X   Original Site 

        Good                             Poor 
  X   Altered 
        Moved, Date: 

Original Owner: Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 

Original Use:  Train depot: passenger and freight.  After 1913, used only as a freight depot. 

Architect or Builder:  Unknown 

Architectural Style: Italianate 

Date of Construction:  1885 

Indigenous Materials Used: 

6a. Describe the present and original physical appearance (attach on separate sheets) 
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7. Significance   
Area(s) of Significance – check all that apply and justify in section 7a below 

 
         Architecture 
 
  X    Cultural or Social History 
 
         Associative Significance 
 
           

           
 
             
     

7a. Significance of Nominated Property & Conformance to Designation Criteria 
(attach on separate sheets) 

 

8. Major Bibliographical References 
City and State Archives: 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Stoughton. New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1887, 1892, 1898, 1902, 

1912, 1926. 

Depot Hill Historic District National Register Nomination Form. Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society, 1996. 

Books: 

History of Dane County. Chicago: Western Historical Society, 1880. 

Homme, Fred. Oak Opening: The Story of Stoughton. Stoughton: Stoughton Centennial History Committee, 

1947. 

Stoughton City Directories. 

 

9. Form Prepared By 

Name/Title:  Peggy Veregin 

Organization: Date:  September 2016 

Street & Number: 225 N. Monroe Street Phone: 847.323.1622 

City, State, Zip: Stoughton, WI  53589 Email: peggyveregin.hp@gmail.com 

10. Commission Actions 

Hearing Approved: Hearing Date Set: October 13, 2016 

Designated a Landmark (Date): Landmark Number: 

Certified By:  
                                Commission Chairman Name                                                                     Date 

Signature: 
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6a. Describe the present and original physical appearance 

Setting 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Depot is located on E. Main Street, on the south side of the street.  

The building faces north and is immediately adjacent to the C. M. & St. P. railroad tracks which are located to the 

east of the building.  The railroad track, which is still active, is oriented in a north/south direction.  Directly 

across the street from this depot is a second historic train depot: the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific 

Railroad Depot which was constructed in 1913 serving only passenger traffic.  With the opening of this second 

depot, the older C.M & St. P. depot became used solely for freight.   On either side of the subject depot are 

historic tobacco warehouses.  The train depot is located at the bottom of a hill; to the east, Main Street ascends 

to a residential neighborhood and to the west, Main Street ascends to the historic downtown commercial area.  

The area around the depot retains its historically industrial character. 

The depot building is set back from the street and surrounded by concrete paving at the front which continues 

to the west side.  The concrete paving then is given over to asphalt paving along the remaining length of the 

west side and along the rear.  On the east side of the building there is a narrow strip of grass between the depot 

and the railroad tracks.  At the front of the building there is a narrow planting bed separating the concrete 

paving from the sidewalk adjacent to the street.  At the rear of the building is a newer, stand-alone building 

which was then connected to the depot building with side walls, creating a semi-enclosed breezeway, or 

connector, between the historic depot building and the newer building. 

Exterior Description 

The rectangular building, constructed in 1885 in the Italianate style, is one-and-a-half-stories high.  The 

foundation is of limestone, the walls are of cream brick (painted white) and the asphalt roof has wide 

overhanging eaves.  The building has wood doors, wood window frames, and large decorative wood brackets 

under the eaves.   The historic window and door openings are of brick masonry and all feature basket handle-

arches with corbeled brick at the base of the arches, and stone sills.  There is a brick chimney located on the roof 

ridge at approximately the center of the building.    

Primary (North) Façade 

The front of the building is approximately 30 feet wide.  It originally was of brick with symmetrically placed 

window and door openings within four bays at the first floor.  The middle two bays had doors while the outer 

two bays were windows.  Centered in the gable above were three small windows, with the middle window being 

slightly taller, grouped closely together and having arched window openings.  This façade was altered at an 

unknown date, but after the Railroad sold the building in 1961.  Currently, there is a large, full-width bay 

constructed of wood at the first floor which projects out from the original front wall.  A set of wood and glass, 

double doors are centered on the bay.  The doors have a transom and sidelights that are infilled with wood.  The 
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sides of the bay are deeply canted back toward the corners of the front wall.  The east wall of the bay has a large 

display window and on the west wall of the bay, the walls are of wood with a single, residential-scale, vertical 

widow.  The roof over this bay is flat or very slightly sloped, with wide overhanging eaves.  The upper wall of the 

façade has wide, horizontal wood siding and in the gable the wood siding is laid at an angle.  Just below the 

gabled end, three non-original window openings have been inserted into the wall.  These windows are small, 

horizontal, evenly spaced, and with each having a single light.  The large brackets under the eaves remain. 

Side (West) Façade 

The west side of the building is approximately 100 feet long and has six bays.  The first four bays, toward the 

north end, are grouped together, regularly spaced, and were originally four tall windows.  These were the 

windows for the depot’s passenger waiting room which was originally located at the front of the building.  The 

third window opening from the front has been converted to a door opening, with brick infilling the top of the 

window arch.  The remaining three windows have been altered; the openings have been partially infilled with 

brick and smaller double-hung windows have replaced the original sash.  Bays five and six, moving toward the 

rear of the building, are widely spaced.  These bays were the loading doors, elevated above grade.  Each wide, 

arched opening had a single wood door; the fifth bay appears to retain its original (or early) eight-paneled door.  

The loading platforms are no longer extant. 

Rear (South) Façade 

The rear of the building is composed of a single, wide, loading door at the first floor and a small circular window 

above.  The opening for the loading door has a flat arch while the circular window has been removed and the 

opening infilled with wood and a louvered vent.  A single exterior light fixture has been mounted to the wood 

infill of this window. 

Side (East) Façade 

The composition of the east side of the depot is similar to the west side.  Starting from the front end and moving 

toward the rear, the original arched openings are visible:  two windows and a pedestrian door grouped toward 

the front, an adjacent, rectangular projecting bay, and lastly one loading door.  The windows were for the 

depot’s passenger waiting room while the door allowed passengers to board the train.  In the adjacent bay is 

where the station operator could monitor the tracks; a pair of windows faced east onto the tracks while the 

window in each side of the bay provided a view both up and down the tracks. The loading door provided access 

between the freight room and the train.   These openings, while discernable, have been infilled with brick.  The 

remaining wall of the freight room didn’t have any other openings.  This part of the wall has been altered with 

five small and narrow openings for windows and ventilation. 
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7a. Significance of Nominated Property & Conformance to Designation Criteria 
 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Depot is significant in the city of Stoughton for its association with 

the history of transportation.  In the mid- to- late- nineteenth century, railroad service was arguably the most 

significant development that might influence the future of that community. If the railroad passed a community 

by, the chances of that town or village prospering were substantially dimmed; but if the railroad passed through 

a community, the prospects for future growth, development and wealth were practically guaranteed.  

The history of Stoughton owes its existence to its proximity to water power and its prosperity to the coming of 

the railroad.  Luke Stoughton, the community’s founder, was attracted to the site because of its location 

between the cities of Madison to the north, and Janesville to the south; however, the site’s most important 

attribute was its location on the Yahara (then Catfish) River.  The river’s potential to supply water power was 

instrumental in Stoughton’s decision to buy land here.  In 1847, Luke Stoughton purchased 800 acres and in the 

same year platted the village.  The first building constructed was a public inn, constructed by Alvin West, which 

was followed by the village’s first store, constructed by Stoughton in 1848.  These buildings stood opposite each 

other on the northwest and southwest corners of Main and Division streets (these buildings have been 

demolished). 

In 1996, the developmental history of Stoughton and its relationship to this train depot was extensively 

researched for the preparation of National Register of Historic Places documentation.  The following contextual 

history was taken from this existing documentation. 

In 1850, Stoughton erected the village’s first manufacturing facility, a small lumber mill located on the Catfish 

River.  This was followed in 1850 with the construction of a grist mill on the river, constructed and operated by 

DeWitt Davis.  With these two facilities in place, Stoughton became a center of trade for the surrounding farms 

and its population began to grow accordingly.  A major threat to the village arose during the planning for the 

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad, the first railroad in Wisconsin to lay track and provide rail service.  The 

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad was chartered as the Milwaukee and Waukesha in 1847 and by 1850 had 

changed its name and was operating the state’s first stretch of track between the city of Milwaukee and the 

nearby village of Waukesha.  By 1853, the railroad was laying track across the state from Milwaukee toward the 

village of Prairie du Chien on the Mississippi River and construction was following a route that was to take it 

through Stoughton’s nearby rival, the neighboring village of Dunkirk, located approximately three miles south of 

Stoughton on the Catfish River.  What happened next is a classic example of nineteenth century town building. 

 It appeared that the nearby settlement at Dunkirk would be the one to really prosper instead of 
Stoughton for, at first, the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad planned to go through Dunkirk 
and to miss Stoughton.  In fact, Mr. Lyon [founder of Dunkirk] was so sure of this that when 
railroad officials asked him for a donation of a plot of ground her refused – insisting that they 
should pay for it.  Here again Luke Stoughton demonstrated his sagacity; he offered the railroad 
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officials persuasive arguments that it would be to their advantage to change their course and 
come through Stoughton instead of Dunkirk – he furthermore offered an outright gift of a 
sizable plot of land to strengthen his argument – and he won.1 

By December 15, 1853, the railroad’s tracks were completed as far as Stoughton, and traffic between Stoughton 

and Milwaukee began.  No other single event meant as much to the future of the city. 

Stoughton’s gift to the railroad was a long, linear plot of land oriented in a northwest-southeast direction in a 

shallow valley lying between two higher points along the east end of Stoughton’s original plat.  Parts of the sides 

of the hills on the east side of this valley were cut back to accommodate the railroad tracks and more would be 

taken later as the area alongside the tracks within the railroad’s right-of-way was developed.  The effects of the 

railroad’s arrival in Stoughton were felt almost immediately. 

 Up to that time (1853) Stoughton had rated in commercial importance about the same as 
Fulton, Cooksville, and other outlying communities, and had it not been for the many 
conveniences brought in by the railroad it would probably have remained so.  But the 
advantages in transportation supplied by the railroad stimulated our six year old pioneer 
settlement in many ways and drew trade and population to it from the neighboring towns, and 
their importance was correspondingly reduced.2 

A grist mill was constructed in 1856 by John C. Jenkins to replace the one built in 1850.  With this new mill in 

place, and with a railroad available to ship agricultural products of the area to outlying markets, the small village 

of Stoughton was soon transformed into the principal trading center of the rich farming district developing 

around it. 

In 1861, the Milwaukee & Prairie du Chien Railroad (the old Milwaukee & Mississippi) erected a frame depot 

near the intersection of its tracks and East Main Street, the site of the current depot.   Railroad tracks flanked 

the depot on both its east and west sides (the easterly track was the through line) and it was but a short time 

until warehouses and other buildings associated with the handling of various agricultural and manufactured 

products were constructed alongside the tracks.   One of the earlier buildings of note was the planning mill 

constructed by E.J. Leavitt in 1867 on the north side of Main Street across from , and just west of, the depot.  

This mill stood where the Pabst Saloon is now located at 508 E. Main Street.  The mill was later rebuilt and 

expanded by S. H. Severson & Co. in 1877, a company which was a well-known manufacturer of patent window 

blinds.3  A grain elevator (non-extant) was built by the Norris & Dow Company in 1877 just to the west of, and 

across Main Street from, the depot.  The grain elevator remained here until 1886 and the site is now occupied 

by the Levi Kittilson & Co. Warehouse at 524 E. Main Street.  Numerous additional warehouses were 

constructed to house the tobacco crop raised by area farmers, an important cash crop in the region.  By 1884, 

                                                           
1
 Homme, Fred. Oak Opening: The Story of Stoughton.  Stoughton: Stoughton Centennial History Committee, 1947, pp. 29-

30. 
2
 Homme, Fred. Oak Opening: The Story of Stoughton.  Stoughton: Stoughton Centennial History Committee, 1947, pg. 30. 

3
 History of Dane County.  Chicago: Western Historical Society, 1880, pg. 852. 
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there were twelve warehouses located to the north, south, east, and west of the depot necessitating further 

cutting back of the hillside to the east of the railroad tracks to accommodate them. 

This concentration of commercial activity brought other businesses into the area and the first Sanborn-Perris 

map of the village, published in 1884, shows a scattering of small businesses up and down Main Street including 

two blacksmith shops (non-extant), a brick dry goods store building (the middle and original portion of the H.T. 

Hanson Store Building) and the National Hotel, which was located approximately where the Abe Holtan Service 

Station is now at 480 E. Main Street.  The hotel was heavily patronized by travelers and workers on the railroad. 

This concentration of buildings existed primarily because of its proximity to the railroad and Main Street 

developed into the community’s most important commercial thoroughfare.  The commercial and retail 

development of the village had been concentrated along this street from the start but its status was enhance 

when the first Main Street bridge was built across the Catfish river in 1856, connecting the core of the village, 

located between the river to the west and the railroad to the east, to the areas west of the river.  At that time, 

Main Street was the only east-west thoroughfare in the village which crossed the river.  When O.M. Turner 

created the first plat east of the railroad tracks in 1875, Main Street was extended to the eastern boundary of 

the new plat.  Main Street continued to be extended in the plats to the east that followed.  By 1883, Main Street 

was connected with the main road leading west to Madison, then becoming the principal route by road between 

Stoughton and Madison.    

Stoughton was chartered as a city in 1883 and in 1884 the population was 2,000 people.  Tobacco farming in the 

surrounding region led to tobacco becoming a dominant crop, which influenced the economy of Stoughton as 

demonstrated by the proliferation of tobacco warehouses in the area around the railroad depot.  The 

importance of this crop to the local economy was underscored when a devastating fire on July 5, 1885 destroyed 

ten warehouses, the railroad depot, ten railroad cars, several other small buildings, and about $500,000 worth 

of tobacco, all of which took a tremendous economic toll on the city.4  The City’s response to this fire was swift, 

rebuilding and trying to recover as quickly as possible, which in turn stimulated further growth in the area.  

Demonstrating the importance of the railroad to the local economy, the first building to be rebuilt was a new 

combined passenger and freight depot, designed and built by the railroad, the building that is the subject of this 

nomination.  This was followed by the construction of the Ole C. Lee & Co Warehouse (567 E. Main Street), the 

large Turner & Atkinson Warehouse (515 E. Main Street), and the H. T. Hanson Warehouse (non-extant) which 

was located directly behind the Turner & Atkinson Building.  All of this construction activity occurred in 1885. 

Other, non-extant, brick warehouses also were constructed near the depot soon after the fire and H. T. Hanson 

added on to his dry goods store in 1889.  In 1891, three more buildings were constructed nearby: the Levi 

Kittilsen Company brick tobacco warehouse (524 E. Main Street), a brick railroad hotel called the Hanson House 

(421-427 E. Main Street), and the Carl Ellingson saloon building next door to the hotel (419 E. Main Street).  By 

                                                           
4
 Stoughton Courier.  July 10, 1885, pg. 5. 
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1898, the population of Stoughton had risen to 3,500 and the city could boast of having a total of seventeen 

tobacco warehouses, all of them centered in the area surrounding the depot.   

The last railroad-related building constructed in the vicinity was the new passenger depot, constructed in 1913-

1914 across the street from the subject building.  By this time Stoughton’s population was 5,000 people and the 

need for a new and larger passenger depot that properly reflected the city’s status was an important local issue.  

Consequently, the railroad turned its existing depot into a freight depot and agreed to construct this new 

building exclusively for passenger use. It remained in use until 1989 and when it closed, it marked the end of 

passenger service in Stoughton. 

The freight depot remained in use until 1961 at which time the railroad sold the subject building, marking the 

end of the era of freight transportation in Stoughton.   

Period of Significance 

The period of significance, 1885-1961, begins with the date of construction and ends when the railroad sold the 

building in 1961. 

Integrity 

While the building has undergone alterations since its conversion from railroad use in the 1960s, it retains 

sufficient integrity to be clearly discernable as a railroad depot.  It retains its original site, foundation and wall 

materials, door and window openings, decorative corbeled arches and large wood brackets under the eaves. 

Given the exceptional importance of the railroad and this passenger and freight depot to the early 

developmental history of Stoughton, the building meets the eligibility requirements for local landmark 

designation. 

Summary 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Depot meets the City of Stoughton’s criteria for local landmark 

designation, significant for its association with the history of transportation in Stoughton.  During the era when 

rail service was the most significant development that might influence the future of a community, this depot 

served Stoughton as both a passenger and freight depot from 1885 through 1914, and then as a freight depot 

from 1914 until 1961 when rail freight service was discontinued in Stoughton.   
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Photograph #1: Primary (North) Façade 
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Photograph # 2: Side (West) Façade 
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Photograph #3: Side (East) Façade 
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Sanborn Map, 1887 

 


