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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday July 20, 2016
5:30 PM

Ed Overland Room
Present: Alderpersons: Dennis Kittelson, Regina Hirsch, Paul Lawrence, Tom Selsor, and Parks and Recreation Director Tom Lynch 
Guests: 
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes from April 27, 2016
Motion by Lawrence, seconded by Hirsch, to approve the minutes of June 22, 2016 with changes. Motion carried 4-0.
3. Communications
Lawrence shared that the Rotary Club received a $5000 grant to go with $8000 of their own for improvements at Rotary Park. 

Lynch congratulated John Halverson on his new position as Street Foreman.
Old Business

4. Division St. Park Update
Bids were being accepted with an opening scheduled for July 21. We are looking to award the project at the 1st Council meeting in August.
New Business

5. Norse View Heights Parkland
AJ Arnett outlined his plans for trails in the Norse View Heights development. The committee liked the trails for their connectivity to other parts of the trail system as well as the trail from Madison.
Motion by Hirsch, seconded by Lawrence, to recommend to Council approval of the proposed park plan for the Norse View Heights development. Motion carried 4-0.

6. Norse Park Shelter Plan
John Halverson talked about renovating the Norse Park Shelter with new restrooms, an extended overhang and new stone siding. This would be a consolation choice to re-building the entire shelter. Staff will work on the details for a future meeting.
7. Nordic Ridge Preliminary Park 
The committee looked at a preliminary park proposal supplied by Bob Dvorak containing a large shelter, playground, splash pad, hard court and soccer field. The plan will cost more than the developer fees will cover so this discussion will continue. The committee was favorable to the proposal.
8. Park Improvement Responsibilities
Lynch summarized a change in playground replacement responsibilities resulting from a meeting with Brett Herbert and John Halverson. Since 1982, Park Maintenance handled the budgeting and replacement of playground equipment. Going forward. Parks Maintenance will evaluate and recommend change out dates to be placed in the CIP by the Parks and Recreation Director.
9. Amundson Park Trail Easements

Lynch presented two approved easements that permit the construction of an extension of the Amundson Trail behind Skaalen Home and Stoughton Hospital. The easements have been reviewed and approved by Attorney Dregne.
Motion by Hirsch, seconded by Kittleson, to recommend to Council the approve easements with Stoughton Hospital and Skaalen Sunset Home for access to expand the Amundson Trail across their properties.    Motion carried 4-0.
10. Parkland Use Review

Tabled until next meeting
11. Lowell Park Tree Stand
Selsor talked to the committee about a request from the Public Works Chair for a joint meeting with Public Works and the Tree Commission. The request did not specify the subject of the meeting but it was clarified later to be about the tree stand in Lowell Park. The committee felt that requests for additional meetings should be made formally with the chair of that committee. The committee also offered to discuss tree stand at its next scheduled meeting if there is a request.
John Halverson would share the committee’s feelings with his supervisor.
12. Future Agenda Items
Project Updates
Current park use and design

Nordic Ridge Parkland

Norse View Heights Parkland

Norse Park Shelter

13. Adjournment

Motion made by Selsor, seconded by Hirsch to adjourn at 7:10. Motion passed 3-0.
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